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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

An Easter Appeal  
 

Easter is the most important holiday 
in the Christian Year.  It was the first 
specifically Christian Holy Day that the 
early church observed because the 
Resurrection of Jesus is the reason the 
Christian Church exists.  Bart Ehrman, 
who teaches New Testament at UNC 
Chapel Hill states in his book How Jesus 
Became God that the reason Jesus was 
treated as the incarnation of God was 
because of the Resurrection.  Dr. Ehrman 
is himself a former Christian, now an 
agnostic, who does not believe in the 
resurrection as a literal historical event.  
However, he believes that the first 
disciples were absolutely convinced that 
Jesus had appeared to them after his death 
on the cross and that, inspired by these 
visions, they launched the Jesus 
Movement which would go forth to spread 
through the Roman Empire and then the 

world.  Even amongst the scientists that 
are stationed in Antarctica there are 
practicing Christians and the United States 
and New Zealand supply chaplains for the 
scientists and support personnel who serve 
in that icy climate.  Thus, I can say with 
confidence that every continent on the 
planet has a Christian presence. 

As Episcopalians we are part of the 
Jesus Movement started two thousand 
years ago.  Like Dr. Ehrman I believe 
faith in the Resurrection gave rise to the 
Christian Church.  Unlike Dr. Ehrman, I 
am convinced of the reality of Jesus’ 
victory over death on that first Easter 
morning.  Attested by reliable witnesses 
whose lives were transformed by what 
they experienced and even more, by who 
they saw, that is, the Risen Lord Jesus 
Christ, I believe in the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The name Episcopal means 
governed or led by bishops from the 
Greek word Episkopos which means, 
bishop or overseer.  We also believe in the 
Apostolic Succession.  By this, we believe 
that the Apostles, who were the first 
witnesses of the resurrection, ordained 
others to take their place and continue to 
bear witness to the resurrection and lead 
the church as bishops in its mission and 
ministry.  We believe that the Right 
Reverend Sam Rodman our bishop, the 
Most Reverend Michael Curry our 
Presiding Bishop and all our other bishops 
stand in a direct line of succession from 
the Apostles.  In fact, somewhere in my 
files, I have a lineage of bishops, compiled 
by the Rev. Morgan Gardner who was my 
boss when I was an assistant at St. Mark’s 
in Gastonia, NC,  tracing the apostolic 
succession of the bishop who ordained me 
all the way back to St. John.    

It is not just our bishops who bear 
witness to the Resurrection of Jesus.   
Each gathered community of Christian 
believers, regardless of denomination, 
bear witness to the transforming, 
forgiving, healing, life giving power of the 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ.  The survival of 
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the Church, not only from external 
persecution but also from the sad and 
sordid times in our own history, our self-
inflicted wounds, offers testimony to the 
Risen Christ.  When we have done well, it 
is because the Holy Spirit, the Risen 
Lord’s first gift to the Church, empowers 
us.  When we have done bad things, the 
Lord has again and again called his 
church to repentance and reformation.  
Holy Innocents bears witness to Jesus and 
to his risen power. 

          We bear witness by the ministries 
we do ourselves and in conjunction with 
others.  Something happens in our 
building seven days a week that touch 
peoples’ lives in transformative ways.  
We house Narcotics Anonymous and a 
group for the survivors of Sexual abuse; 
we are home to Boy Scouts and a support 
group for Latino families with autistic 
children.  Latina women have a night out 
here and our hand bells practice week. 
Our youth group remains lively and 
dynamic and tons of fun, too. Tiny Tutus 
offers children who cannot afford lessons 
the chance to learn to dance. These are 
not all the ministries that use our building 
but are a sample of how we make a 
difference in Henderson and Vance 
County.  I can assure you that all the 
outside groups   make donations to help 
with the costs but in the end most of the 
cost of keeping up Holy Innocents and its 
ministries falls on the congregation. 

What I am about to write will 
sound contradictory but it reflects the 
reality we are now facing.  We had a 
good pledge campaign last year.  
Members of this congregation were 
generous as they always are.  However, 
we are still facing a budget deficit of 
approximately $32,000.00.  This deficit is 
driven by a combination of repair costs 
for our historic building and the utility 
expenses related to heating and cooling.  
In past years we have dipped into 
endowment income to pay these bills. 
However, that income has been used up 
and we cannot dip into the principal so 
we must look to the congregation for 
help.  I did a little math and if everyone 
who has pledged could up their pledge by 
$45.00 per month we could eliminate the 
deficit.  If any who chose not to pledge or 
who give and do not complete a pledge 
card were to do so, we would better know 
how much more we need in income.   

I am aware that some may not be 
able to give $45.00 more per month but 
may be able to give a lesser amount.  We 
would welcome such a gift.  Some may 
be able to give more and again, these 

 

 

This year, the Noon Community 
Holy Week Services will be hosted by 
First Presbyterian.  Each year, the 
downtown churches rotate hosting these       
services and Christians from many 
denominations gather to worship together.  
I will preach on Tuesday     and that will 
be our day to host the  meal.  Each 
worship service is followed by a light 
lunch and fellowship time. † 

 
We will have the following schedule for  
services at Holy Innocents: 

 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
the Proper Liturgy for Palm Sunday.  We 
will begin in the Memorial Garden if 
weather permits or in the Great Hall is the 
weather is inclement or unreasonably 
cold.  The liturgy will be served in 
Spanish at 12:30 p.m.. 
 
Wednesday in Holy Week:     5:30 p.m. 
Communion Service as usual followed by 
a program by Father Don  if we  have not 
completed  our  video  tour  of  the  Holy 
Land during Lent. 
 
 
 
 
 
Maundy Thursday:  The Proper Liturgy 
for Maundy Thursday will be  held          
at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Solemn 
Stripping of the Altar. 
 
 
 

 
 

Good Friday:  Stations of the Cross at 
3:00 p.m.  and the Proper Liturgy for 
Good Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Day:   We  will  have  6:00 a.m.  
Easter Vigil as Sunrise Service at Old St. 
John’s and then 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
at Holy Innocents and  12:30 Easter 
Celebration in Spanish.   † 

  Allen Bean, Church Musician 

donations are welcome.  We would also 
gladly accept one time donations 
designated to cover the deficit and 
appreciated assets like stocks, again 
designated for the deficit, which we can 
sell.  Any gift will enable us to keep our 
buildings in excellent condition and 
heated and cooled as the season of the 
year dictates.   

We are witnesses to the 
Resurrection.  For the sake of the Risen 
Lord, we seek to do good in his name and 
to provide for others who share our space 
for the ministries they conduct.  Together, 
we are Easter people and our song is 
“Alleluia.”  In this Easter Season, please 
consider either an increase in giving or a 
gift to help us with this need so that we 
can maintain our witness to our Easter 
Faith.   †  

Parish News… 

  

 
 
 

Wednesday Services will be held at 
5:30 p.m. The Lenten Program following 
at 6:15 p.m. will continue through Holy 
Week until completed.   There will be no 
healing Service in April..† 

 

  
       Now that confirmation classes are  
complete and the youth group kids have 
been confirmed, we will resume regular 
youth group meetings.  Charlie Vaughn, 
our fearless and wonderful leader, will 
announce times and places. † 

 
       
Choir News          

         Our choir is very busy working on 
Lenten and Easter music.  We need more 
members!  All are welcome to join their 
voices to make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord.    

 

 

 

 

Great job and a big “Thank You” to each 
of you that marched and sang with us  for 
Sunday’s Bilingual Confirmation Service 
with our Bishop Sam Rodman!        † 
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           The Rev. Donald  Lowery 

           The Rev. Donald  Lowery 
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Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

 

 

3/2/2019 

                              Marsha  Nelson 

  

 

 

                                                           This  is  Awesome!!!     
Our Holy Innocents’ Church League  Basketball Team   received the best sportsmanship award for 
the 2018-2019 season.  The plaque (pictured below) is now hanging   in  the   cloister  hallway that 
connects the  church to the parish house.  The  players  and coaches Pat Olmert and Scott Burnette 
are pictured below with Father Don.       
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The Deacon’s Bench 
                by the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 

 
April 2019 

 

I don’t know about you, but this particular Lent has indeed been a walk in the desert for me.  At times 
it almost seems as if God is calling me to take action with all that is happening in our daily lives, the 
trials and tribulations of our parish family and in our nation and the world.  Then I read Havel’s 
words and  it only confirmed that God is saying Do something! Lent is not just about giving some-
thing up it also is about taking something on.   

 

 
Vaclav Havel 
 
An enormous conflict between words and deeds is          
prevalent today: everyone talks about freedom, democracy, 
justice, human rights, about peace and saving the world from 
nuclear apocalypse; and at the same time, everyone, more or 
less, consciously or unconsciously, serves those values and 
ideals only to the extent necessary to serve himself and his 
“worldly” interests, personal interests, group interests, power 
interests, property interests, and state or great-power       
interests.…So the power structures apparently have no other 
choice than to sink deeper into this vicious maelstrom, and 
contemporary people apparently have no other choice than  
to wait around until the final inhibition drops away. But     
who should begin?  Who should break this vicious circle?       
Responsibility cannot be preached but only borne, and the 
only possible place to begin is with oneself. 
 
Source: Letters to Olga 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We continue to wait- Scott has been told that he has the job but that he now has to wait on   
another employee to retire, could be any day or maybe next week.  The wait is painful!  There 
has been a lot of sickness next store with one child coming down with the flu and the another a 
week later. Nothing real serious just the result of the season and sending kids to school these 
days. Anybody who has ever been a parent or a teacher knows the drill.  Keep them all in your 
prayers. 
 

 

THE  BRINKLEY REPORT 

https://plough.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a6bd3334790eff8d8da4188b1&id=6d42829082&e=fa26c84dd8
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Altar Guild News                            Margaret Williamson, Chairman                               
                           

  Altar Guild  members  will be  cleaning  the  sacristy and  the  sanctuary  in 
April in preparation for Easter. Each committee will have a section to clean  as we  
did last year  and  your  committee chairman  will contact you  with  more   details.  
We  will   meet on  Saturday,  April 13th at 10:00 a.m.  to  make  palm  crosses  for  
Palm  Sunday and  on  Saturday, April 20th at 10:00 a.m.  we will meet to decorate 
the sanctuary for Easter. 
 
  It’s time to order your Easter Lily for Church.  The cost is $15 per  lily and 
orders must be placed no  later than  April 10th.    Please  send  check  and  wording   
for  the  Bulletin  to  the  church  office or place them  in  the offering   plate.  Your 
lily may be picked up after the Easter morning service.† 

April 2019           

Schedule of  Events 

 Choir  Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed, at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir      —  Sun. at 9:30 AM 
  
 
 
Wednesday – April 3 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
    6:15 PM, Lenten Program                                
 
Sunday -  April  7  (Lent5) 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I                                     
10:30 AM,  Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  
  
              
Wednesday – April 10 

    3:00 PM, Nursing Home Miinistry 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
    6:15 PM, Lenten Program                               
             
  

    Sunday –  April 14 (Palm Sunday) 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio   
                  

Wednesday –April 17 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 

                             

    Thurs. – April 18 ( Maundy Thurs) 
  7:00 PM,  Holy Communion  with 
                 Solemn stripping of the Altar 
  

 Friday – April 19 (Good Friday) 
  3:00 PM, Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 PM, Liturgy w/ Communion 
  
 Sunday –  April 21  (Easter)           

  6:00 AM, Sunrise Service—St. John’s 
  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
10:30 AM, Sung Holy Eucharist  
12:30 PM, Misa por Pascua  
  

Tuesday – April 23 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                Tabitha  Guild 

 

Wednesday – April 24 

    3:00 PM, Nursing Home Miinistry 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 

 

 Sunday –  April 28 (Easter2) 

    8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
  10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 
  12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  
 
  
All services  are  conducted  in  the 
Church, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Note from the Editor... 
Marsha Nelson 

May 
Newsletter items are due: 

April26
th

  

Please  submit any      
newsletter  items either to the       

church office or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

  
Printed copies of the newsletter are 
located in the Bell Tower for you if you 
have problems with email access.   

 
Thanks for your support! 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 Eight ladies were present for the March meeting of the ECW.  A discussion 
of the upcoming meal in Holy Week was held and assignments of the food to be 
served were made.   Episcopalians are responsible for  lunch on Tuesday, April 
16th.  Our menu will be chili con carne, pimento cheese sandwiches,  crackers, 
assorted desserts and  sweet tea.   
 
 United  Thank  Offering boxes  and  brochures  were distributed  to  the   
ladies present and extra boxes and brochures will be put in the Tower of the church 
as well as in the Cloister hallway.  Feel free to take one home and save your extra 
coins  for this worthy charity.   The boxes should  be returned to the church during 
the month of October.  —Return details will follow in the September Newsletter. 
 
             We ordered 20 new prayer books to replace deteriorating ones currently in 
use.  If you are interested in purchasing a prayer book nameplate  in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one you may do so.  A nameplate will be placed in the front of 
the prayer book noting your bequest.  The cost is $40.00 per prayer book.  Checks 
may be made out to  The Church of  the Holy Innocents  -  for  prayer  book name 
plate.   Please contact Susie Pahl in the church office via phone    (252-492-0904) 
or email (hinnocents@centurylink.net         † 

          Betsy Seifert, President 

REMINDER —        Marsha Nelson 

                                                  

If you are interested  in   apply-
ing for a 2019-2020 church  scholarship  
for college, you need to  contact Susie  
Pahl in our  church  office for an  appli-
cation  or you can download the form 
from  our church website at:
(www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org). 
(The  scholarship  link  is located under  
the  program  tab. )             

If   you    are   currently    receiving a 
Wolfe  Scholarship, you  will   receive   a   
renewal application  form  via email  in  
April.   The     renewal  form is  also availa-
ble  to download  from  our  church website. 

Completed applications are due 
back to the church office or via return 
email  by May 1 deadline.  † 

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/


 
 
 
Juanita Brinkley…………………...4/03 
Edward Stevenson………………... 4/04 
Macon Pearsall …………………... 4/04 
Catherine Watkins…………………4/05 
Jean Palamar……………………… 4/06 
Henry Strause ……………………. 4/08 
Meredith Ellis ……………………. 4/08 
YolandaYoder …………………….4/12 
Mariana Davis …………………… 4/14 
John Zollicoffer ………………….. 4/15 
D. Boyd  Kimball………………….4/19 
Fagan Goodwin…………………... 4/20 
Al Catlett …. …..…………….........4/27 
Thornton Gholson …………...........4/27 
Butch Gray…..…..…………….......4/28 
Bob Herford...…..……………........4/30 
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Katherine and Bob Kittrell……….4/16 
Fagan and James Goodwin……… 4/19 
  

  BirthdaysBirthdays    Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

. 

 
 

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates  

      Holy Week 

        April 14-21, 2019 

      Administrative Professionals    

  Day 

        April 24, 2019 

      St. Mark, the Evangelist 

        April 29, 2019 

 

 

 

       Margaret Williamson        4/07 

       Jean & Rick Palamar         4/14 

       Katherine & Bob Kittrell   4/21 

       Griselle Woodward            4/28               
             

  Altar FlowersAltar Flowers  

vestry 
greeter 

  

altar 
guild 

  

ushers 
layreader/ 

chalice bearer 

  

crucifer acolytes bearers 

Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless, Barbara   
Collins, Staci Barnett,  Barbara Madigan, 
Melody Shearin, Carolyn Lowery, Mary 
Shearin, Meghan Bunn, Frances Saunders, 
Vivie Drake, C. G. Williams,   Nancy Rogers, 
Bill  Mast,  William Stancil, Thomas Stancil,  
Bettie Cooper,  Sheila   Roberts, Berkeley 
Ellis, Graham Cawthorne,   Bo Jones,  Megan 
Jones, Jane Carnes,  Andrew Gray, Stephanie 
White, C.H. Ball, Cooper Brake, Rose Flan-
nagan, Michael Smith, Dorothy Maynard, 

Carolyn Farmer,  Deuce Slater, Amy  
Mason, Doug Merritt, Bob Cawthorne 
and Hut Wester.  

  

   MARCH Unified Serving Schedule                                                     

~ COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE  ~ 

APR             
  

7 
Chap Burnette

(Book)  
  

  Ethan Holloway 
8:00 am - Rick Palamar  
10:30 am - Nick Long 

  
Rick Palamar  
Richard Young 

  

Mariana Davis  

14 
Kaitlyn Paynter 

(Book) 

 

  Mary Parish 
8:00 am - Bob Nelson 

10:30 am - Ruth Hartness 

  
Rick Palamar  
Richard Young 
  

Mariana Davis  

18     Sarah Parish 7:00 pm - Rix Edwards 
 

Rick Palamar  
Richard Young 

   
Mariana Davis  

19    Ethan Holloway 

  
 

3:00pm -Stations of the Cross    

7:00pm- Liturgy of Good Fri. 

   
 

 Rick Palamar  
Richard Young Mariana  Davis  

21 
 Sarah Parish       

(Book)  
 Beau Burnette  
Chap Burnette 

Mary Parish  
(6:00 a.m.) 

Ethan Holloway 
(10:30 am) 

8:00 am - TBD 
8:00 am - Rix Edwards 

10:30 am—Richard Davis 

 Rick Palamar  
Richard Young Anora Rainey  

28 

                   
Chap Burnette

(Book)        

   

Tucker Olmert  

Brennan Olmert   
Beau Burnette 

 8:00 am - Greg Taylor 
10:30 am - Nancy Whitt 

 Rick Palamar  
Richard Young Anora Rainey   

NOTE:   IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO LAYREAD AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN  
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

GOOD FRIDAY 

EASTER  SUNDAY 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

PALM SUNDDAY 
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The Church of the Holy Innocents 
  
  
  
 
 
 

All are welcome to join us as 
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net  
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


