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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church in the time of a 
Pandemic 

 
Let me begin with the bad news.  

The Bishop has closed all Episcopal 
Churches in our Diocese until May 17, 
2020.   This is a radical move, based on 
the best medical advice he could secure, as 
we deal with the Corona Virus.  That 
means there will be no church services on 
Sundays, weekdays or saddest of all, none 
during Holy Week and Easter. All 
meetings of all groups at the church are 
cancelled until May 17.  I will be keeping 
limited office hours on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday of each week.  I 
will probably be around the office from 
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on those days.  
The Bishop has also asked that there be no 
pastoral visits at peoplesô houses or home 
communion visits except in the most 
extreme cases, that is, if a person is dying.  
I will be working my way through the 
parish phone numbers in the office 

rolodex over  the  next  few  weeks  to  
check  in on  folks  since I am not to visit 
face to face as noted above.  If you need 
me, please call my cell phone number 
which is 252-425-4513. 

Now there is some good news in 
progress. The Rev. Ron Cava has called 
together the clergy of the downtown 
churches that normally do Holy Week 
services together.  It was a Zoom 
teleconference call so that we could work 
from the relative safety of our offices and 
homes. We had hoped to do a community 
service at the Raleigh Road Theater, 
however, the sheriff  intervened and told 
us we could not do it.  So Ron is working 
on doing a live stream service from the 
First Baptist Church in which the 
downtown clergy will participate.  As I 
know more I will let you know. 

I am also going to try to send out a 
meditation, probably on Saturdays, based 
on some lesson from the Sunday 
lectionary. I hope this will be of use. 

 

 

 

I have been reading in the Book of 
Joshua of late in my personal Bible study. 
The book begins with Joshua assuming 
leadership of the people of Israel after the 
death of Moses. It is an awesome 
responsibility as the people prepare to 
enter the Holy Land promised to their 
ancestors Abraham and Sarah.  An angel 
of the Lord appears to Joshua to assure 
him of Godôs support and presence in this 
mighty endeavor.  The Lord, through the 
angel says, ñBe strong and courageousò or 
as I learned it from the King James 
Version as a child, ñOnly be thou strong 
and of a good courage.ò  I can think of no 
better words of encouragement in this 
strange and troubled times in which we 
find ourselves.  God walks with us. We 
can be strong and of good courage.  À  
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Preschool News ...  

 

Hello to our HI Preschool families 
and friendsðI hope all of you are well.  
A plan has been approved for preschool 
going forward and I hope that it will 
work for everyone.  Of course, this will 
all depend on what happens in the next 
few weeks with COVID-19, but right 
now we are going to be optimistic and 
share with you our plan! 

Complying with the Episcopal 
Diocese and NC schools, HI Preschool 
will stay closed through May 15, 2020.  
Our first day back will be Monday, 
May 18, 2020 and we will close 
Monday, May 25, 2020 for Memorial 
Day.    

 Goldfish Graduation has been 
postponed until Thursday, May 28, 
2020. More info regarding Goldfish 
Graduation and the summer schedule 
will follow in the May Newsletter.  À 

  

 

 

 

  

  
 

      

  

  

 

The ECW will not meet during the 
month of April.  Our next meeting  will 
be in  May and it will be our last one 
before summer break.   More details will 
follow in the May newsletter.    À 
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New Parish Administrator 
  
 

On April 1, Mrs. Marsha Lougee 
will begin work as our new Parish 
Administrator.  Marsha brings a wealth of 
experience to the post.  She served as an 
accounting assistant with GTE/Verizon 
from 1968-2001.  After that she was 
office administrator for the Kerr Lake 
Board of Realtors.  Marsha is an active 
member of Middleburg Baptist Church 
where she serves as church treasurer.  She 
brings a skill base that will be useful to 
the parish and is a committed Christian.  
Marsha also comes highly recommended 
by several members of the parish who 
know her.   

Our plan, subject to revision based 
on dealing with the Corona Virus, is for 
her to have office hours from 10:00 a.m. ï 
2:00 p.m. Tuesday ï Thursday.  I would 
emphasize that this may be modified to 
meet the current crisis. Once the Corona 
Virus crisis calms down, this will be the 
pattern we will attempt to maintain.   À 

 

Note from the Editor... 
Marsha Nelson 

May 
Newsletter items are due: 

April 27
th
  

Please  submit any      
newsletter  items either to the       
church office or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

  
Printed copies of the newsletter will 
be  located in the Bell Tower for you in 
June after church services resume in 
mid-May.   

 
Thanks for your support! 

  

           The Rev. Donald  Lowery 

          Betsy Seifert, President 

Parish Life        

 

    Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19)  pandemic in our area, 
the church has cancelled all upcoming 
activities. As a result, Holy Innocents 
will not be having the regularly sched-
uled Holy Week or Easter events. This 
includes the making of palm crosses 
for Palm Sunday, making chili for the 
Holy Week luncheon, Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday activities.  

We pray everyone stays healthy 
and encourage you to adhere to the 
local, state and federal guidelines best 
practices regarding coronavirus.  À  

          Tracy Madigan, Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Tammy Manning , Director 
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Amazon Smile is a branch of the  regular Amazon.com site, except all of the   purchases that are made through 
smile.amazon.com will automatically donate İ% of the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. 
We are asking parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that will take you to the Amazon 
Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to 
add to your contribution without additional expense.   À 

 Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227     For  help,  visit   http://smile.amazon.com/about    

   Amazon Charitable Donations 

Church Services are cancelled through May 17ðPlease remember that the church 
still has to  pay its bills.  Pledge checks  and special donations can always be mailed 
in to the church office at:                                                                                                             
The Church of the Holy Innocents /  210 S. Chestnut Street /  Henderson, NC, 27536         


