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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

       General Convention 2009 

The General Convention of the 

Episcopal Church met during July.  The 

Episcopal Church is synodical in its 

government, that is, along with the 

Bishops, elected lay and clergy 

representatives share in the work of 

governance.  Every three years, Bishops, 

Clergy and Lay Deputies gather from all 

over the United States and from those 

international missions under our 

jurisdiction to conduct the business of 

the Church.  The General Convention is 

a bicameral legislature not unlike our 

civil government.  The Bishops form one 

house, while the elected clergy and lay 

deputies form the other.  Legislation 

passed in one house must receive 

concurrence in  the  other  so  that         

all orders of representation, lay and 

ordained,  have  a full say in the 

decisions made. 

I suspect that since the mid-sixties 

each gathering of the convention has 

been a source of anxiety for some 

Episcopalians.  From Prayer Book 

revision to the ordination of women, 

from Civil Rights to Gay Rights, the 

Episcopal church has debated many 

contentious issues over the last forty 

years.  The 2009 convention was no 

exception, but along with matters of 

controversy were matters that bring me a 

sense of hope and joy. 

First, let me attempt to speak to 

controversial issues related to gay rights.  

I would like to observe that my 

presentation of what happened is 

somewhat tentative.  As I write this, I am 

recovering from my second bout of strep 

throat this year.  Because of this, I 

missed the information session held by 

our bishop, with his permission, of 

course. Even a bishop would prefer to 

avoid exposure to a miserable infection 

just before leaving on vacation.  The 

legislation passed is framed in the polite 

language preferred by Episcopalians and 

honestly, I am embarrassed to admit I 

am not entirely sure just what it all 

means.  

D025 (the D means the bill 

originated in the house of deputies, the 

025 is its identifying number) reiterated 

that position, already enshrined in our 

canon law, that the ordination process is 

open to all without discrimination.  

Qualified persons, regardless of race, 

color, gender or sexual orientation are 

welcome to apply to enter the 

priesthood.  However, this is with the 

understanding that ordination is a 

privilege, not a right.  Not all who 
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believe themselves called to ordination 

have heard the voice of God, and the 

church takes an active role in discerning 

whether a person should be ordained or 

not.  Some touted this as an overthrow of 

the moratorium adopted at the 2006 

convention in which the Episcopal 

Church pledged not to consecrate 

anymore openly gay bishops for the 

present time, for the sake of the unity of 

the Anglican Communion.  However, 

the Presiding Bishop and the President 

of the House of Deputies wrote to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, from the 

Convention, to assure him and the other 

bishops of the world wide communion 

that this was not the case, that in fact, the 

moratorium would continue to be 

observed.  D025 is intended, in their 

words, to be descriptive, that is, an 

honest attempt to state where the 

Episcopal Church finds itself at this time 

in history.  Some dioceses ordain openly 

gay candidates, most do not.  Any may 

seek ordination, but that privilege will 

not be granted to all who seek it.  That is 

the reality of our church. 

The second major decision was to 

slow the process by which the Episcopal 

Church might develop liturgies for 

blessing gay unions.  Rather than 

proceed with developing trial services, 

the House of Bishops chose to continue 

to study the matter.  However, they 

granted ñwide pastoral latitudeò to 

bishops in the six states where gay 

unions are legal, to grant permission to 

some clergy to bless such unions.  This 

would be done on a case by case basis.   

Needless to say, these matters are 

controversial.  Our own congregation is 

quietly divided.  Some members favor 

ordaining qualified gays and lesbians to 

the priesthood, while others are 

adamantly opposed.  Some members of 

óHoly Innocents would gladly see gay 

unions blessed while others find the very 

idea unimaginable.   

I would make the following 

observations.  As a priest, I want to be a 

faithful pastor to all who come seeking 

the Lord Jesus.  All are welcome to 

worship in this house of God because all 

need a place where they can experience 

the profound love revealed by God in the 

life, death and resurrection of our Lord.  

In those matters the debates about 

sexuality which rend our church take a 

back seat to the welcome offered to all. 

No one attending the Church of Holy 

Innocents has yet attained to perfection.  

We are all on a journey of forgiveness 

and healing mediated by the grace of 

Jesus Christ.  In this time of controversy, 

I prefer to focus on the things upon 

which we agree, while at the same 

acknowledging that sincere Christians 

can disagree profoundly on some issues.  

I am convinced that the genius of 

Anglicanism, in modern times, has been 

the recognition that Christians can 

disagree and still work together for the 

common good.  We are only asked to 

confess the Lordship of Jesus Christ and 

agree to pray with each other and for 

each other.  This is where I strive to live. 

Now on to less controversial 

matters.  I am proud that General 

Convention voted, in these most difficult 

financial times, to reduce the national 

budget by $23,000,000.00.  This means 

making difficult decisions about mission 

and ministry, but also reveals a 

disciplined willingness to live within the 

boundaries of financial reality.  Our state 

and federal government could take a 

lesson from this action.  In a matter dear 

2 

to my heart, even in the face of budget 

cuts, the church increased funding for 

Hispanic ministry. The Revôd Anthony 

Guillen is the officer for Hispanic 

ministry in the Episcopal Church.  He 

has no staff except a few volunteers.  

Yet, I can honestly say that I have never 

asked him for help that I did not receive 

it, and in a timely manner.  The Hispanic 

population is the fastest growing 

segment of the American population.  I 

am glad we are reaching out to them 

with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

We also voted to enter full communion 

with the Moravian Church.  In 2003, it 

was my privilege to vote in favor of the 

first stage of this process.  Like our 

relationship with the Evangelical 

Lutherans, we now have full parity of 

ministries, that is our respective clergy 

can now serve one anotherôs churches 

without having to convert or be re-

ordained.  The Moravians are an ancient, 

venerable, liturgical church governed by 

a historic lineage of bishops that has 

been recognized as apostolic by 

Anglicans since the 18th century.  We 

also share a wonderful heritage of 

unfamiliar hymns, unknown to other 

Christians and barely known by many of 

our own members.  Here in North 

Carolina, we should have ample 

opportunities for share ministry. 

A Bishop of mine once said, ñI 

wouldnôt have missed the Episcopal 

Church for anything in the world.ò  

Sometimes controversial, rarely boring, 

it is not always an easy church in which 

to be a member.  Yet, I remain 

committed to her liturgy and her ways, 

having found within them a sure witness, 

amidst the storms around us, to the 

saving, life transforming power of Jesus 

Christ.À 

 

 

 

 

 


