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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

All that Glitters...  

ñAll that glitters is not gold and 

not all fat men are Santa Clausò is an old 

word of warning I stumbled across 

recently while sorting through some 

papers in the office.  That old saying has 

been around long enough to be 

something of a cliché.  Like many 

clichés it also points to important truths. 

ñAll that glitters is not goldé.ò 

We live in a world filled with false 

choices and deceptive leaders.  Our 

economic system sometimes sends the 

message that more the one owns, the 

happier life will be. I am a firm believer 

in capitalism.  However, capitalism 

without guiding values and a conscience 

can become a venue for uncontrolled 

greed. The current economic crisis, 

which some have portrayed as the failure 

of capitalism, is really a failure in the 

morals of those who use the capitalist 

system of economics.  Capitalism does 

not force people to engage in shaky 

investments or deceptive lending 

practices.  Greed does that, and greed 

can rear its ugly head in any economic 

system. 

Christians have always believed 

that the way to prosperity is through 
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Advent and Christmas ServicesAdvent and Christmas Services  
    in addition to normal Sunday schedule:in addition to normal Sunday schedule:  

  
¶ ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLSADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS  

                Old St. Johnôs, Williamsboro on  

        Sunday, December 20 at 5:00 p.m. 

  

¶ CHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICESCHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICES 

                        --  Thursday, December 24 Thursday, December 24 -- 

                3:00 p.m. Spanish  Service 

        5:00 p.m. Early Christmas Eve 

                        (Childrenôs sermon) 

      11:00 p.m. Midnight Festival Sung 

                        Service with incense 

 

¶¶    CHRISTMAS  DAY  SERVICECHRISTMAS  DAY  SERVICE   

                            --  Friday, December 25 Friday, December 25 --  

              10:30 a.m. Quiet Service 

 

¶¶  FEAST OF THE HOLY NAME  FEAST OF THE HOLY NAME  

OF JESUS OF JESUS ïïFriday, January 1Friday, January 1--  

              110:30 a.m. Communion for the  

                          New Year 
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honest hard work and in our particular 

economic system, sound investments in 

firms that understand that business can 

be both prosperous and virtuous.  

Christians also recognize that Divinely 

ordained call to help those in need, not 

only through charity, but also by creating 

jobs that pay a decent wage for an honest 

dayôs work.  This is not to say that 

capitalism is a religiously ordained 

institution. No economic system can 

claim that.  What I do say is that basic 

Christian values can be played out in 

business with positive results. 

ñénot all fat men are Santa 

Claus.ò  I think most of you are aware 

that I have never had the cable television 

hooked up at the Rectory.  I donôt think 

there is enough on television that is of 

interest or value to warrant the cost.  

What I have discovered about myself is 

that when I go out of town and stay in a 

motel, I tend to approach the television 

in the room with a marvel approaching 

that of someone fresh out of the 

wilderness who has never seen such a 

device.  On my recent trip to my college 

class reunion, I spent several nights in a 

motel and was amazed at some of the 

stuff coming through the ñtube.ò  

Particularly disturbing was some of the 

religious broadcasting. 

Though I knew this type of 

preaching existed, I was still amazed at 

the utter brazenness of the so-called 

prosperity preachers.  Their premise 

seemed to be that if one loves the Lord 

Jesus, and if one donates to the particular 

ministry being touted on by said 

preacher, money would rain out of 

heaven.  In fact, what they were 

propounding was a claim that in the 

Christian faith, wealth is divorced from 

both hard work and responsibility.  

Nothing could be further from the truth.  

As I have stated earlier in this article, 

hard work and responsible investment, 

coupled with honesty in all things is the 

only path to prosperity that can be 

endorsed by a Christian.  Anything else 

is a snare and a delusion. 

So, why this particular article at 

Advent and Christmas?  I think we need 

to be reminded, in the midst of all our 

shopping and busy preparation, that this 

season is about more than presents and 

family, important though they are.  It is 

about recommitting out lives to Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior and to the 

values that are taught by the gospel.  The 

most important gift this season is not 

what we buy to give, nor is it what 

another has purchased to give to us.  It is 

the Love of God, revealed in the songs 

sung by angels to honest shepherds 

laboring the fields at night, tending their 

sheep.  It is the face of a babe in a 

manger whose visage is Love itself.  

That love calls us back to the real values 

embodied in my favorite verse of 

Scripture: 

For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.  For 

God sent not his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world 

through him might be saved.  À 
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Time Away 

                             Father Donald Lowery 

I will be visiting family from the 

evening of December 27 through 

December 31.            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Parish  Choir  News 

                               Henry Ross 

We welcomed Al Stainback to the 

Parish Choir back in September and he 

has been a valuable addition.  The 

Advent Christmas season is very shortly 

upon us.  We would like to invite any 

persons who might be interested in the 

Parish Choir to commit to singing during 

the month of December.  There will only 

be three rehearsals on Thursday evening, 

three Sunday services, and the Christmas 

Eve Solemn Eucharist.  (We will not 

rehearse on New Yearôs Eve.) Think 

2 

about it.  If you have questions, call 

Henry at 438-3095 during the day, 492-

2964 at home during the evening.  

Looking forward to people joining our 

choir.  We do have a good time!    À 

 

Childrenôs Choir & Hand Bell Choir 

                                     Anora  W. Rainey 

It seems incredible that the first 

half of the year has gone by so quickly 

for CHILDRENôS CHOIR AND HAND 

BELL CHOIR.  We will not meet on 

December 23 or December 30.  The 

Hand Bell Choir will not meet on 

December 16 but I would love to invite 

you to the ñLive Christmas Treeò at       

6 p.m. on the 16th.  I want to tank you 

for your gifts of time and talent.  We 

have had a great year and I look forward 

to a wonderful 2010.  Have a blessed 

holiday and see you NEXT YEAR!!     À                              

 

Attention All Altar Guild Members  

                                     Anora  W. Rainey 

As we get our homes ready for the 

holiday season, we will be readying 

Holy Innocents for Christmas as well.  
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