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from the Rector
The Rev. Donald Lowery

redemption.
The fact that T.S. Eliot was writing such poems is in itself remarkable.
He was born in Missouri of old New
England stock and raised as a Unitarian
Christian, part of a denomination that as a
result of several mergers would become
the Unitarian Universalist Association.
After attending and subsequent to graduation working for Harvard he chose to
study in Europe and ultimately settled in
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Advent is upon us as you read
this newsletter and Christmas is coming
soon. We will have many wonderful
things happening during the season. I
wish to highlight these events beginning with a musical that has been
turned into a movie.
The Musical “Cats” was created
by Andrew Lloyd Webber. However,
the words are based on a collection of
poems entitled “Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats” by T. S. Eliot. The
texts were originally written as a series
of whimsical poems to Eliot’s godchildren which he signed from “Old Possum.” As one might expect from
poems written for godchildren they
were intended to be entertaining and
have a spiritual message of hope and

( in addition to normal Sunday Schedule)
ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
- Sunday, December 15 5:00 p.m. Old
O St. John’s
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
- Tuesday, December 24 5:30 p.m. Early Christmas Eve
11:00 p.m. Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
- Wednesday, December 25 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(Quiet service )
NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
- Wednesday, January 115:30 p.m. Healing Service &
Holy Eucharist (Quiet Service)
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Parish News…

London where he worked for Faber and
Faber, one of the great literary publishers
in the United Kingdom. Eliot converted
from Unitarianism Trinitarian Christianity within the Church of England in 1927.
He was a member of St. Stephen’s,
Gloucester Road, an Anglo-Catholic
(that is a very High Church parish)
where he became a warden. He was also
a member of the Society of King Charles
the Martyr (of which I am also a member) and ultimately chose to take British
citizenship. He also became a worldrenowned poet his with poems being
published by his employer.

building, installed a rheostat so we can DIM
the chandelier instead of cutting it off completely when we sing Silent Night and have
added some exterior lighting so getting in
and out of the building is not so treacherous
What about the rest of Advent in the dark. There is more work to be
and Christmas?
done about which more will be told at the
service. †

Many are not aware that Andrew
Lloyd Webber has a strong Church of
England connection. His father was a
prominent church organist in an Anglican Parish in London. Webber was educated at the Westminster Abbey School
and wrote his first musical, “Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat,”
while he was student there. Even more
amazing, he had already set part of the
“Old Possum” poems to music when he
was 15 years old, laying the foundation
for the later musical “CATS.” Because
of theft and vandalism many Church of
England parishes have had to lock their
doors during the week rather than being
open for prayer and visits by tourists.
He set up a fund which pays for docents
to sit in significant churches that might
otherwise be closed so that they remain
open for both faith tourism and people
seeking a place for prayer and meditation. Webber remains particularly fond
of Evensong, that is the service of Sung
Evening Prayer found in cathedrals and
many parishes of the Church of England.

Bible Study with Father Don
resumes in Advent. When I first came to
Holy Innocents, I led a Sunday Morning
Bible Study which passed away for a
number of reasons not worth discussing
here. My intention is to resume the Bible
Study December 8th. I was thinking of
starting on December 1 but that being the
weekend of Thanksgiving, and knowing
that some people will still be out of town,
it seems best to wait a week. The theme
will be “The Prophets of Advent.” We
will look at the difference between the
words Prophesy and Prophecy, which
many lay readers don’t seem to recognize
or understand, and follow that by looking
at some of the words from the Prophets of
Israel that the church saw as predictions of
the coming Lord. Because not everyone
can make a Sunday meeting, I am open to
holding a repeat of the Sunday Study on
Thursday early evening. If interested in a
Thursday, please contact me at my cell
phone or call the office. †

The Rev. Donald Lowery

The Rev. Donald Lowery

Advent Lessons and Carols
The Rev. Donald Lowery

CATS is a fun musical. While a
seminarian, doing an internship in a
parish in London, I was able to see
CATS performed in the theatre where
it had its 21 year long run. I was
enthralled. CATS has been made into a
movie which will be released in December. If I can’t take the parish and the
entire parish to Broadway to see it, I
think seeing it on the big screen is the
next best thing. It is my intention to take
the Youth Group to see it on Sunday,
December 21st as my gift. †
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Advent Lessons and Carols is one
of the most popular services of the Advent
and Christmas season. Sponsored by the
Old St. John’s Preservation Committee, it
tells the story of the coming of Jesus in
scripture, prayer and song. This service
will be held on December 15th at Old St.
Johns at 5:00 p.m. Please plan to attend
and celebrate the improvements to the
building completed under the auspices of
the committee. We have rewired the

Youth Group will attend the movie
version of CATS on December 21st. Youth
attending are asked to bring their own money for snacks, while, again, Fr. Don will pay
for tickets as his personal gift to the youth.
Early in the new year, we will have a discussion of the spiritual meaning of the movie as
the youth group reorganizes. More details
will be sent to youth and their parents. Other
parishioners are encouraged to attend this
wonderful musical which is also a story of
hope and redemption as convenient during
its theater run. †

Wednesday Services

The Rev. Donald Lowery

The Wednesday Schedule will be
somewhat off during December. I am having a colonoscopy on December 4th by
Dr. Dubinsky. Having had one of those
before, I know that I will be in no fit condition for anything much the rest of the day, so
there will be no 5:30 p.m. service that day.
On December 11th we have Holy Communion and the healing service at our usual time.
We will have our usual 5:30 p.m. Communion Service on the 18th.
Then life is
impacted by Christmas and New Year's Day.
On December 25th I will have a morning
service for Christmas Day. New Year's Day
falls on a Wednesday as well. I normally
have a Communion Service in the morning
on that day for those who wish to start the
year with the sacrament. What I am going
to do this year is skip the morning service,
but have the 5:30 p.m. service as both Communion for New Year’s Day, which is also
the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus, and the
Healing Service. I can think of no better
way to start another year than to Celebrate
the Holy Name of our Lord and pray for
healing, for ourselves, our friends and relatives and our nation. †
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VesTrY News…
Senior Warden’s Report
Nick Long, Senior Warden
I have had the distinct pleasure of
serving as your Senior Warden this year.
In December, when I complete my term,
I will have served as a member of the
Vestry for 19 years since I was first
elected in 1983. I will also have served
as Senior Warden for six years,
beginning in 1997. Henderson and the
Church of the Holy Innocents have
changed a great deal in thirty-five years,
but the work of the Vestry really has not
changed.
Each month your Vestry meets to
address such tasks as budgeting,
establishing and applying policies and
procedures, developing action plans, and
maintaining our beautiful church
buildings and property. This year has
been no different. We have spent a good
deal of time and effort in examining the
church’s relationship with the pre-school
program, trying to document that
relationship more clearly. The challenges
of our diminishing pledge base coupled
with the constant demand for repairs to
our aging physical plant have also taken
a great deal of time.

Among the historic changes which
took place in 2019 was saying goodbye to
Deacon Harrel Johnson, who served our
parish for over ten years, leading both
worship and outreach opportunities. We
need to be conscious not to lose the good
works that Harrel fostered in his years
with us, especially in outreach to the
larger community.
We are fortunate to have had
several wise members who left significant
donations to the church which allow us to
fund programs we would be otherwise
unable to do. One of those donors,
Genevieve Cooper Smith, left money
which allows us to fund a significant
sabbatical for our Rector after seven years
of service. Father Don, completed his
fourteenth year with us this year, and so
we were able to assist him in going to the
Holy Land for the first time in January,
2019, and later in the year, the Sabbatical
Fund paid for a retreat to the Isle of Man,
off the coast of Great Britain.
Another significant change was the
passing of Griselle Woodward in March
of this year. A long-time member of the
parish, Griselle left the bulk of her estate
to the church to establish a scholarship
fund in memory of her father and uncle, as
well as herself and her husband. The
opportunities afforded by this generous
legacy gift are just beginning to become
apparent, as the Woodward-Gholson
Scholarship Committee begins its
formation. I would encourage everyone,
no matter their current financial status, to
remember ‘Holy Innocents in their estate
plan.
As is customary each year, we have
three Vestry members who will be
rotating off Vestry after having served
their three-year term. Judge Caroline
Burnette has been an active member of the
Vestry, providing leadership for Christian
Education and helping with the oversight
of the Preschool. She has looked at how
we communicate to the parish and helped
develop our ability to email important
information to the congregation. Sarah
Paynter is also rolling off. Sarah has
devoted her time on the Vestry to serving
as our liaison with the Day School,
working closely with Tammy Manning
and the rest of the preschool staff.
Both Caroline and Sarah were kind
enough to let me lead their children
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through Confirmation during the past year,
which was a lot of fun for me.
Please keep your Vestry in your
thoughts and prayers as we labor to provide
the parish with the support that makes ‘Holy
Innocents a very special place. Let me know
if you have any questions about what we do,
or if you think that you would like to serve
on the Vestry in the future.
I also want to thank the Vestry for
their hard work and support of me.
Additionally, I add a special thanks to Keith
Aiken, our outstanding Sexton, Tammy
Manning, our Pre-School Director and Susie
Pahl, our fabulous church secretary.
Finally, I would be remiss if I did not
recognize the strong leadership which Father
Don provides to the parish and how much
we appreciate all he does for us here in
Henderson. We are truly blessed to have
him as a leader for our congregation.
In closing, thank you to the parish for
the confidence you have shown in me by
allowing me to serve on the Vestry for the
past three years. †

Annual Congregational Meeting
MNelson

Our Annual Congregational Meeting
was held on Sunday, November 24th
immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service.
We received reports from our Rector, Senior
Warden and others .about stewardship and
other business for the good of the
Congregation.
Ballots to select the three new Vestry
members were distributed to all church
members present. Congratulations to Craig
Clodfelter, Richard Davis and Tracy
Madigan who were elected to serve for a
three-year term ! †

THE BELL TOWER

Altar Guild News ….

Margaret Williamson, Chairman

December
Schedule of Events
Choir Weekly Practice Schedule
Parish Choir — Sun. at 9:00 AM
Sunday – December 1
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Wednesday – December 4
(No Service)

Christmas Season has arrived and it’s time to order poinsettias to honor or
memorialize special people. You will find order forms in the church bulletins and there
will be extra order forms in the tower. The cost is $14 per poinsettia. Orders must be
placed no later than Monday, December 16.th
The Poinsettias will be delivered on Monday, December 23 rd and the Altar Guild
will be decorating the church at 10:00 a.m. Please join us if you can help with decorating our beautiful church for Christmas. †

Sunday – December 8
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Wednesday – December 11
5:00 PM, Healing Service
Holy Eucharist
Sunday – December 15
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
**ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS**
5:00 PM, St. John’s, Williamsboro
Wednesday – December 18
5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist

Betsy Seifert, President
Please submit any
news items either to the church office or
e-mail them to:
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
Printed copies of the newsletter are
located in the Bell Tower for you if
you have problems with email access.
There is also a link to both current
and past issues of our newsletter at:
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org

Sunday – December 22
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Tuesday- December 24
**CHISTMAS EVE SERVICES**
5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist -Children’s Homily
11:00 PM, Midnight Mass
Wednesday, December 25
**CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE**
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist (Quiet Service)
Sunday - December 29
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM, Morning Prayer
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
(Anti-Communion)

ECW will not meet during the
month of December. Please join us for
our next meeting on Tuesday, January 28
at 10:00 a.m. More details to follow in
the January Newsletter. †

Wednesday- January 1
*FEAST of the HOLY NAME of JESUS*
5:30 PM, Healing Service
Holy Eucharist
All services are conducted in the
Church, unless otherwise noted.
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Treasurer’s
Report

Bob Nelson, Treasurer

Amazon Smile is a branch of the regular Amazon.com site, except all of the
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are asking parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that
will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your
contribution without additional expense. †
Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227
For questions or help, visit http://smile.amazon.com/about
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Birthdays
Tommy Roberson…………….…..12/10
John Palamar……………………..12/14
Keith Aiken ...................................12/16
Tom Church ..................................12/16
Harrison Ford ................................12/18
Tricia Seitzer .................................12/20
Linda Ellis .....................................12/26
Parkins Davis.................................12/30

Altar Flowers
Thanksgiving Altar Fruit….. …. 12/01
Mildred & D. Boyd Kimball …..12/08
Brenda Wester ..……………. ... 12/15
Martha & John Zollicoffer ……12/22
Christmas Poinsettias …………12/29

Remember In
Your Prayers
Pray for Healing and Comfort:
Megan Jones, Jane Carnes, Andrew
Gray, Stephanie White, Dorothy
Maynard, Deuce Slater, Amy Mason,
Doug Merritt, Don Smith, Kimberly
Hunter Hartness, Perry Ennis, Ann
Ellis, Alberto Ortiz, Carolyn Lowery,
Trayce Wheless, Barbara Collins,
Barbara Madigan, Melody Shearin,
Mary Shearin, Meghan Bunn, Veneal
Williams, Bill Mast, William Stancil,
Thomas Stancil,
Sheila Roberts,
Berkeley Ellis, Graham Cawthorne,
Bo Jones, Michael Smith, Rose Flannagan, Cooper Brake, Joyce Shoe,,
Will Newcomb and Laura Ford.

Anniversaries
Meredith & Kermit Ellis ............... 12/09
Catherine & Steve Watkins………12/15
Sharon & Bill Stark ....................... 12/17
Shelby & John vanVenrooy ……..12/22
Cathie & Craig Clodfelter ............ 12/27
Joie & Hal Mahler ……………….12/27

Special Dates








Fir s t S u nd a y o f Ad ve nt
Dec emb er 1 , 2 0 1 9
Seco nd S u nd a y o f Ad v e nt
Dec emb e r 8 , 2 0 1 9
T hird S u nd a y o f Ad ve n t
Dec emb e r 1 5 , 2 0 1 9
Fir s t D a y o f W i n ter
Dec emb e r 2 1 , 2 0 1 9
Fo rt h S u nd a y o f Ad v e nt
Dec emb e r 2 2 , 2 0 1 9
C hr is t ma s Da y
Dec emb e r 2 5 , 2 0 1 9
Fe as t D a y o f t h e H o l y I n n o c e n t s
Dec emb e r 2 8 , 2 0 1 9

DECEMBER Unified Serving Schedule
—COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE —

Ushers

Altar
Guild

8:00am—Rick Palamar
10:30am—Nick Long

Donald Seifert
Hal Mahler

Anora
Rainey

Kaitlyn Paynter

8:00am—Bob Nelson
10:30am—Ruth Hartness

Donald Seifert
Hal Mahler

Anora
Rainey

Jack Paynter

8:00am—Tracy Madigan
10:30am—Richard Davis

Donald Seifert
Hall Mahler

Shirley
Young

8:00am—Rix Edwards
10:30am—Tom Church

Donald Seifert
Hal Mahler

Dec

Bearers

Acolytes

Crucifer

1

Sarah Parish
(Book)

Kaitlyn Paynter
Jack Paynter

Mary Parish

8
15
22

Jack Paynter
(Book)
Kaitlyn Paynter
(Book)

Chapman Scott
Burnette (Book)

24
5:30pm

11 pm

25
29

6

Sarah Parish
(Book)

10:30 a.m.
Sarah Parish
(Book)

Tucker
Tucker Olmert
Olmert
Brennan
Olmert
h Sarah
Parish
Brennan
Olmert

Beau Burnette

Beau Burnette
Chap Burnette

Lucy Catherine
Olmert

Mary Parish

Lay Reader /
Chalice Bearer

5:30pm—Nancy Whitt
Donald Seifert
Hal Mahler

Shirley
Young
Shirley
Young

11:00pm—TBD

MERRY CHRISTMAS
Mary Parish

Vestry
Greeter

8:00am—Greg Taylor
10:30am—Linda Shaw

Quiet Service
Donald Seifert
Hal Mahler

Mariana
Davis

NOTE: IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN REPLACEMENT
AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.

THE BELL TOWER
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PHONE: 252-492-0904
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
210 South Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC 27536

The Church of the Holy Innocents
Join us for

