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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

ñMy place is with my peopleò 
 

With those words, Bishop Zache 

Duracin, the Episcopal Bishop of Haiti 

refused evacuation to be arranged by 

officials of the Episcopal Church at our 

headquarters in New York City.  Many 

people are not aware that there are about 

83,000 Episcopalians in Haiti.  These are 

native Haitians, not American 

Expatriates.  Bishop Duracin is currently 

living in a tent city with his wife because 

the earthquake has leveled their home.  

Thanks be to God, neither suffered 

serious injury.  Our Cathedral, seminary, 

the bishopôs residence and school on the 

grounds of the cathedral were destroyed, 

as were about 100 other churches. The 

Episcopal Churchôs residential school 

for handicapped children was destroyed 

with the loss of about 10 lives.  The 

Bishop Tharp Institute of Business and 

Technology has survived.  We have 

numerous churches and medical clinics 

scattered through the country.  These 

places of ministry provide a base from 

which the Episcopal Church is actively 

reaching out to people whose lives have 

been devastated by the earthquake. 

Our work in Haiti began in 1861 

when a group of African-American 

Episcopalians chose to resettle in that 

country.  The first bishop for Haiti was 

consecrated in 1874.  The Episcopal 

Church quickly developed a 

constituency amongst the native 

Haitians. The long history of consistent 

involvement gives us something very 

precious at this time of overwhelming 

crisis.  We have experienced people on 

the ground, both native Haitians and 

American missionaries, who are able to 

direct help to the places where it is 

needed most. 

For Episcopalians, aid can be 

directed through Episcopal Relief and 

Development.  Their address is P.O. Box 

7058 Merrifield, VA 22116.   If you go 

to www.episcopalchurch.org the front 

page has bold links that will enable you 

to donate online.  There are also links 

providing up to date information as to 

what the Episcopal Church is doing in 

Haiti.  We are making a difference right 

now, hour by hour, in the lives of people 

who are suffering.  If God is Love, and if 

Love is best demonstrated in action, we 

have no higher calling than to respond to 

these needs at this hour in history. 

I would also remind folks that 

there are other venues to help.  In 

particular, I am aware that Rotary 

International is funneling relief into the 

country.  Like the Church, Rotary has a 
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long established relationship with native 

Haitians.  I am sure that other service 

organizations have connections there. 

We have parishioners who are Rotarians 

or members of other organizations with 

links to Haiti.  Be open to their appeals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, remember to pray.  In the 

midst of things I do not understand, I do 

know this that God is with his suffering 

people in Haiti.  Jesus the Good 

Shepherd has gathered to himself in 

eternal life the souls of those who have 

died.  The Holy Spirit is at work with 

healing and life giving power.  Our 

prayers join us with Divine resources of 

mercy and strength that we cannot begin 

to imagine.  God is often most real in his 

presence with those who suffer.  We join 

our hearts to God in prayer as the Divine 

Mercy begins the work of healing a 

broken and wounded land.   À 
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Father  Donald  Lowery 

 Youth Group will meet each 

Sunday night in February at 4:45 pm.  On 

the first Sunday, we will discuss the 

possibility of doing something of a more 

ñparty styleò nature on the weekend of 

Valentines if folks are going to be in town 

and are interested.  Come put in all your 

cents worth.  We will also explore doing a 

fund raiser to benefit Haiti Disaster 

Relief. À 

 

2010 Vestry   

                                   Marsha Nelson 

 Welcome to new members Steve 

Flannagan, Dianne Floyd, Scott Hartness 

and Nick Long who join returning 

members Bo Cheatham, Jerry Cottrell, 

Beth Hubbard, Parkie Stewardson, 

Marshall Cooper, Sharon Stark, Gregg 

Taylor, and Nancy Whitt.   Nancy Whitt 

is our new Senior Warden and Jerry 

Cottrell returns as Junior Warden. 

A big ñThank You for your 

leadership and a job well doneò to our 

outgoing senior warden, Chick Young, 

and vestry members Ernest Houle, 

Stephanie Rogers and Craig Clodfelter. À  
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                   Father  Donald  Lowery 

Our monthly healing service will 

be held on February 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

parlor of the Hughes House.  À 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Father  Donald  Lowery 

                                                         

Why is that people in New 

Orleans go wild on the Tuesday before 

Ash Wednesday while Episcopalians 

sedately eat pancakes?ò  I donôt have a 

certain answer for that question, though I 

often tell youth group members that it is 

because Episcopalians are Americaôs 

Party Christians.  Since we serve the 

Lord with a joyful heart all the time, 

there is no need to have a blow out party 

at which normally righteous people 

behave badly. 

We will eat our sedate but 

delicious pancakes on February 16.  We 

will eat, drink coffee or juice and be 

merry as we prepare to enter a season of 

reflection, repentance and spiritual 

growth.  À 

 

 

 

 

 

The solemn beginning of Lent 

will be kept with services at Noon and   

7 p.m.  on  Wednesday, February 17.  

Please plan to join us for Holy Eucharist 

on this special date .   


