
 

                       Bell Tower 
 

Inside this Issue 

1 
From the Rector 

    February News 

 

2 
From the Rector...cont. 

Parish News...  

     ECW Project 

 

3 
 

Vestry News.... 

 

4 
                                

Treasurer’s Report... 

  

5 
 

 Just for Kids…  

    Jar of Love 

   Our First Love 

  

6 
Spotlight on … 

    Special Photos 

7 
 February Birthdays  

      and Anniversaries 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Unified Serving Schedule 

         

 

 

 
 

from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

February News 
 

As all of you are aware, the 
COVID-19 crisis continues to wreak 
havoc with the any activity that requires 
people to gather within an enclosed 
space.  I received word on January 26 
that as per the bishop’s direction I will 
not be able to hold the Vestry retreat as 
an in-person event that we were planning 
for February 20th.  Vestry members, 
more news on this will come to you 
individually later.  We still cannot hold 
public worship services in the church 
building. 

 

 

This restriction directly impacts a 
very important part of the Christian Year 
as observed by Episcopalians and other 
liturgical Christians.  If COVID-19 

infection numbers do not improve 
dramatically we will not be able to hold 
our traditional Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper.  I deeply regret this not just 
because I love pancakes but because it is 
a good fellowship event.  It is one of the 
events where English and Spanish 
speakers gather to eat together and 
celebrate, with food, our common life in 
Christ.  Eternal life is often described as 
a banquet and in a humble sort of way, 
our pancake supper is a foretaste of that 
heavenly banquet God has prepared for 
those who love him. 

 

 

As you can guess, this also means 
that Ash Wednesday Services cannot be 
held, at least in their traditional format.  
This solemn day begins Lent, a holy 
season of reflection and repentance.  It is 
an opportunity to remember that we are 
mortal and must one day answer to Ged 
for what we have done with our lives.  
As one person once told me, “Life is 
God’s gift to us.  What we make of it is 
our gift back to God” and so it is.  It is a 
call to honestly admit to ourselves and to 
God the ways in which we have fallen 
short of obedience to Jesus’ teaching and 
commandment and ask for forgiveness 
for our sins and strength to change our 
lives.  More positively, we are also 
called to accept God’s mercy and 
recognize that we are loved beyond 
human measure. 

   

 

What I propose is this— I will 
inform people of service, if we can   
have one, or some COVID-19 season 
appropriate substitute by the program we 
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use to send out the newsletter by email.  
If we do have service, I will shorten it as 
much as possible.  If we cannot hold 
service I may do “drive by ashes” in 
which folks come into the church, 
receive the ashes and communion, and 
then leave immediately.  I also hope to 
resume “Drop-in Communion” in the 
same format soon.  All this depends on 
the rate of infection in North Carolina.  
As I write, things are at a critical level, 
hence the bishops’ direction to avoid any 
indoor service or meeting.  I hope and 
pray this new surge will subside soon as 
those infections that stem from 
Christmas and New Year’s Holiday 
exposures run their course.  I do have 
some hope in as much as the new 
infection number for Vance County has 
improved in the last week or so. 

I close with a hymn that I love, 
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
by F. W. Faber.  Father Faber was a 
Roman Catholic priest in Great Britain.  
In this hymn he presents one of the 
sweetest expositions of God’s infinite 
mercy of which I know.  The COVID-19 
crisis will not last forever.  God’s mercy, 
on the other hand, will never end.   

 

 

 
 
1 There’s a wideness in God’s 
mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
and more graces for the good. 
There is mercy with the Savior, 
there is healing in his blood. 
 
3 But we make God’s love too 
narrow by false limits of our own, 
and we magnify its strictness 
with a zeal God will not own. 
 
4 For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of the mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 
5 If our love were but more simple, 
we should rest upon God’s word, 
and our lives would be illumined 
by the presence of our Lord.   
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Note from the Editor... 
Marsha Nelson 

March  
Newsletter 

deadline          

FEBRUARY 23rd 

Please  submit any    
newsletter  items either to the  church  office 

or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 
There is  a link to both current and past issues 
of our newsletter on the church website at   
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org      
 
 
              

 

Parish News… 

  
Worship 

The Rev.  Donald  Lowery 

  

 The Church building continues to 
be closed for worship as per the direction 
of the bishop.  As I write, infections in 
Vance County continue to rise, making 
public gatherings a point of risk.  Guided 
by the bishop, I am offering what I call 
“Drop-in Communion.”  On Sundays, 
between 10:30 and Noon, I will be at the 
church, both vested and masked, giving 
out the Body of Christ, that is, the host, 
consecrated privately in advance.  One 
comes in, receives the sacrament in the 
one kind only, and immediately ex-
its.  Masks are required.  However, if new 
infections rise above 15%, I may have to 
shut down even this.  I will send out num-
bers on either Friday or Saturday.  All 
weekday services are shut down for the 
time being. † 

  

                                  
  
 
 
  
 

  

        

      
  

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings! 
 
 A  few  ECW members have talked among themselves and  have   decided to 
have a “Blanket  Drive.” 
 
If you have a “gently used clean blanket or even  a new one to  donate, please 
bring it to the Hughes House between the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on   
a Tuesday, Wednesday, or a Thursday. 

 
After a reasonable time, the blankets will be taken to  an  appropriate place  for 
distribution to those in need.  Bedspreads and sleeping bags are also acceptable. 
 
Thank you in advance— 
 
 
 Betsy W. Seifert 
 President, ECW 

    

† 

Photos provided by Marsha Lougee 

                      (Reprint from January Newsletter)  
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

Again, it has been my privilege to serve as your Senior Warden this past year.  
 
And what a year it has been! In my message to you in May I said “We had a good retreat and made many plans for 
the year ahead. That changed very quickly in March”. What an understatement that was.  We thought we would be 
back in church by July. It is late January and we still don’t know when we will be back.  In spite of COVID-19, 
your Vestry and staff have continued to work for you and your church. 
 
Finances remain a concern. We had a large deficit between pledges and our budget for 2020. Thanks to the new 
Woodward-Gholson Endowment we were able to pay the salary of a full-time Rector outside of the operating  
budget. Mostly because of unpaid pledges, we will still end the year with a deficit of over $17,000. Pledges for 
2021 are going to be in the same $170,000 to $180,000 range as last year. 
 
There is good news. In July we were notified that the church would receive the remainder of a trust set up by Phil 
and Olga Harris for their daughter, Joy. The Vestry voted to set up an endowment, similar to our other wonderful 
endowments, in their memory with the purpose of supplementing the operating budget. Although we have  only 
received a portion of the trust at this time, we will be able to pay the salary of a full-time rector for 2021 and  for 
future years. This has not relieved us of the need and our obligation to support our church. We have a stated goal to 
work toward the tithe. The Vestry has reconfirmed this. Please keep this in mind and do what you can.  
 
Again, thanks to the Woodward-Gholson Endowment, the Woodward-Gholson Scholarship Committee was able to 
fully fund our three scholarships at Vance-Granville Community College and award four one-year scholarships – 
two for $10,000. one for $5000, and one for over $7,000. They will  make  another  round of  awards  in the Spring. 
We were also blessed to receive a bequest of $25,000 from Julia Finch to “maintain, repair, and replace as needed 
our beautiful altar hangings”. The Altar Guild will administer this fund. 
 
In late fall we learned that the Women’s Shelter wanted to reestablish in the Cooper House. We have not main-
tained the Cooper House as we should have, and numerous repairs were needed. Richard Davis, with help from 
Porter Shaw, took on this project. The work is almost complete, and the house is back in the condition it should be. 
The Shelter should be operating in the near future.  
 
Thanks as always to our loyal staff. Special thanks to Marsha Lougee, our Parish Administrator, who came to us at 
the beginning of the pandemic, and Keith Aiken, our Sexton. Marsha dug right in to learn about our church and has 
kept the office running smoothly since. Keith has not only kept the church in its usual great shape but has taken on 
numerous repairs and improvements while the church has been closed. 
 
In closing, I want to thank all of you for your continued support and to your loyal Vestry, who has continued to 
meet virtually and do the work necessary, even without ongoing services. We all owe Don our gratitude for our 
meditations and his continued spiritual leadership.  I will again say that I pray that the worst is behind us. Many 
have already received their first dose of the Covid -19 vaccine.  I urge you – no, I beg you to get yours as soon as 
you qualify. I hope to see all of you back in church in the near future! Stay safe. 
 
Thanks be to God!  

Tom                                                                                                                                                                               

VESTRY News ...  

  

Senior  Warden’s Year-End Report 

† 



FEBRUARY  2021 

 
 

 
        
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

Amazon Smile is a branch of the  regular Amazon.com site, except all of the   
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of 
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are ask-
ing parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that 
will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you 
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your 
contribution without additional expense.   † 

 Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227          

  

 For   questions   or   help,   visit   http://smile.amazon.com/about   
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  FEBRUARY  2021 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bo Cheatham ................................... 2/03 
Tim Seitzer, Sr................................. 2/04 
Richard  Davis, V ............................ 2/04 
Wilhelmina Scott Ratliff ………….2/04 
Beau Burnette ……………………..2/04 
Berkeley Ellis…………………….  2/08 
Barbara Foster ................................. 2/12 
Lucy Gray........................................ 2/15 
Uriah Ford ....................................... 2/21 
Christopher Catlett   …………….....2/23 
Allen Bean………………………... 2/27 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mariana & Richard Davis................ 2/03 
Amy & Harrel Johnson……………2/16 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

 Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

  

 
 

 
• Valentine’s Day                         

February 14, 2021   

 

 

• Presidents Day 
        February 15, 2021 

 

 

• Shrove Tuesday 
        February 16, 2021 

 

 

 

• Ash Wednesday 
        February 17, 2021 

 

           

 
     
  

 Special Dates  Birthdays  

 Anniversaries  

           

 
Cynthia Shaw             

Barbara  Collins  
Melody Shearin       

Bill Mast   
Veneal Williams  

Nancy Rogers  
Rose Flannagan 

  

FEBRUARY Serving Schedule 

  

Feb             

7               

14 Jack        

                 
  

  
  
  

    

21               

28               

   

                            

  

  

          

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR  OWN           
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

                        ~SERVICES ARE VIRTUAL ONLY~ 
  
 CHURCH SERVICES ARE PROVIDED ONLINE BY OUR DIOCESE AND BY 
THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL AT THE FOLLOWING 
TIMES & WEBSITE ADDESSES: 
  
                        10:00 AM, Online—Episcopal Diocese of NC —www.episdionc.org  
                        11:15 AM, Online– Washington National Cathedral —www.cathedral.org 
(Links to above websites are provided on our church website at www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org) 

    ~CHURCH BUILDING CLOSED FOR WORSHIP SERVICES~ 
                       ~DROP-IN COMMUNION OFFERED ON SUNDAYS  ~ 
                         (Between 10:30 and Noon—See details on p.2) 

  
                                                 

Lay Reader / 
Chalice Bearer 

Acolytes Ushers Altar Guild 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Church of the Holy Innocents 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to join us as 
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord. 

 

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

