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New Year 2018
I find as I grow older that my
January Newsletter article generally has
a set of common themes and I suspect
you have noticed. I reflect on the losses
in the past year as well its storms,
comment on God’s presence among us
all in Divine life giving power and look
into the New Year with Hope. I can
assure you this year is no different.
As regards losses it has been a
year that has hit both the parish and our
personal lives hard. Parishioners for
whom I had both deep respect and
sincere affection died. In my personal
life several deeply loved friends also
passed away. As I come through the
Christmas Season I find I still grieve
their passing very much and I know I am
not alone in this. However, we are all
Easter people.
As I tell both the

congregation and my friends on a regular
basis, I believe the Easter Story of how
our Lord Jesus Christ grappled with
death, the grave, sin and hell and after
the time appointed spent in the stone
cold tomb arose victorious from the
grave and lives forever as part of the
reality of God. You know the rest of the
story as well. What God did for his Son
he also does for all who trust in Jesus.
Our loved ones enter God’s eternal
realm where suffering, disease and death
are no more and where they will live and
enjoy the Glory of God forever. In the
midst of sorrow, this is God’s Christmas
Gift which is the comfort of His Holy
Spirit. Of course, we experience sorrow,
but not as those without hope.
The passing year has been a
contentious one politically. Yet, I find
comfort in the fact that amidst political
discord our nation has one of the lowest
unemployment rates I can remember.
Our town of Henderson and County of
Vance have known years of economic
trouble bordering on despair. Yet, we
enter the New Year with the promise of
new jobs and the hope of more. At least
in Henderson, this is the result of the
efforts of people we all know and love,
who are committed Christians. Christian
witness is not just about telling people to
love Jesus. It is about being God’s
instruments in seeing that prayers like
“give us this day our daily bread” are
answered. Our community enters the
New Year with real hope for which I
give thanks to God and to his faithful
disciples who are working for our wellbeing.
From the Rector cont. pg. 2
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Hope is precious gift. It enables
us to look forward to the future and plan
with confidence knowing that God is
with us. Many of you know that one of
my favorite verses of scripture is
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you a hope and a future.”
This promise does not mean that only
happy things will happen to us. Nor do I
believe that only sad things will happen.
What it does mean is that God will
sustain us in all that is ahead. We will
neither be forgotten nor forsaken. In our
sorrows we will be comforted and
strengthened and in joys we will receive
a blessing and a foretaste of God’s
eternal and heavenly kingdom. “Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has given a new hope by the
resurrection of his Son Jesus Christ from
the dead.” Amen. †

Parish News…

The Rev.. Donald Lowery

We will have our Wednesday
Communion Service at 5:30 p.m. on
each Wednesday of January. As is our
custom, the First Wednesday will be
communion as part of the Healing
Service. †

Communion on New Year’s Day

The Rev.. Donald Lowery

Installation of Vestry & Acolytes

The Rev.. Donald Lowery

On January 7, 2018, which is the
Feast of the Baptism of Christ, we will
install new vestry members Tom Church,
Rix Edwards and Roberta Scott and
reinstall those who continue to serve. We
will also install new acolytes and reinstall
any who are continuing in service at the
same time.
This is celebration of lay ministry
within the parish and a reminder that
baptism is full induction into the Body of
Christ and commitment to faithful service
in the church and in the wider
community. †

Looking Ahead to Lent
The Rev.. Donald Lowery

This is a reminder that Ash
Wednesday falls on February 14th, 2018.
That means Shrove Tuesday falls on
February 13 with our Annual Pancake
Supper. Since Lent begins on Valentine’s
Day, and as a Principal Fast day takes
precedence over that day, I am going to
suggest we have pancakes with a
Valentine theme, if such a thing is
possible. That way, folks who give up
sweets for Lent can have one final dose
before Ash Wednesday.
Remember, St. Valentine was a
bishop and martyr in the early church and
would certainly approve us both enjoying
a little sweet before his day and keeping
Ash Wednesday and Lent with
appropriate rigor. †

HI Youth Basketball Team
M Nelson

January 1st is both New Year’s
Day and the Feast of the Holy Name of
Jesus. For those who wish to begin the
New Year with Holy Communion, the
day will be celebrated with a service at
10:30 a.m. †

The Rev.. Donald Lowery

Youth Group will meet each
Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m. at the
Church. There may be a later start on
January 14th. If that is the case I will let
folks know by email or message. †
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Did you know that our church has
a youth basketball team that plays in the
Inter-Church Basketball League? Other
members of this league are 1st Methodist,
1st Baptist, Clearview, Oxford Baptist,
Harriet Baptist, South Henderson, Island
Creek, and Sandy Creek. Let’s support
our kids and their coaches— Pat Olmert
and Scott Burnette. Thanks to all of
you for representing our church in the
Inter-Church League . The schedule and
more details are located on the HI Youth

†

Basketball Facebook page which you can
access by clicking on the following link:
Visit us on Facebook

†

The Bell
The Rev.. Donald Lowery

We believe, praise be to God, that
the computer that rings our bell is finally
repaired. We have a real bell, given in
memory of Annette Ingle, the wife of the
Rev. Julian Ingle who was rector when the
current church (that is the worship
space...the Hall and Education wing were
added later) was built. Mrs. Ingle died
while he was rector. The bell has been
rung electronically for years, first by a
mechanical timer and now by a computer
regulated timer. The bell rings the hour
from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. It also rings
before services on this pattern. There is a
30 second ring ten minutes before the service starts. This dates back to the days
when most people walked to church and
reminded them to hurry along. Sometimes,
the rector is in his office and it reminds
him to hurry along as well. The bell then
rings for 30 seconds at the tine service is to
begin.
So, the service schedule is this:
7:50 and 8:00 a.m. followed by 10:20 and
10:30 a.m. on Sunday morning; 12:20 p.m.
and 12:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoon for
Missa; 5:20 and 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday
afternoon for the Wednesday communion
service. We can also toll the bell for funerals and peal the bell for weddings and
other festive occasions by remote control.
When listening to the bell one might notice
a slight irregularity in the pattern of ringing. The company that manufactures the
computer that rings the bell has developed
a program that makes the bell sound like a
real person, not a computer, is ringing the
bell. So if it sounds ever so slightly “off”
in its rhythm, that is part of the new program. I will say, the company is immensely pleased with themselves for creating
technology that adds that slight imperfection that creates a pattern like a human is
ringing the bell instead of a machine! †
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Treasurer’s
Report

Bob Nelson, Treasurer

January 2018
Schedule of Events
Choir Weekly Practice Schedule
Hand Bell Choir — Wed, at 6:00 PM
Parish Choir
— Sun. at 9:30 AM
Monday- January 1
10:30 AM, Holy Communion
Wednesday – January 3
5:30 PM, Healing Service
Holy Communion
Sunday – January 7
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
(Acolyte/Crucifer Installation &
Vestry Installation)

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

Wednesday – January 10
3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry
5:30 PM, Holy Communion
Sunday – January 14
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Wednesday – January 17
5:30 PM, Holy Communion

Betsy Seifert, President
The ECW will meet on Tuesday,
January 23rd at 10:00 a.m. in the Ladies
Parlor. Tammy Manning, Director of the
HI Preschool, will be meeting with us to
share information about our Preschool.
Please plan to join us!!

†

Please submit any
news items either to the church
office or
e-mail them to:
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
Printed copies of the newsletter are
located in the Bell Tower for you if
you have problems with email access.
There is also a link to both current
and past issues of our newsletter at:
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org

I’m looking forward to working
with each and every member. †

Tuesday – January 23
10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor)
Tabitha Guild

Wednesday – January 24
3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry
5:30 PM, Holy Communion
Sunday – January 28
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

Altar Guild News

Margaret Williamson,
Chairman
Happy New Year to all Altar Guild
members.
For those members who may not
know, I am replacing Shirley Young as
Chairman of the Altar Guild. If any
member has questions or need help, please
contact me at 22-438-5703 or 252-4327126.

Sunday – January 21
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

Roberta Scott was recently honored
as a Scholars Circle recipient at the 48th
Annual NCSBA Conference
Awards
Ceremony in Greensboro. The Scholars
Circle is the highest level achievement
award that recognizes board members who
attained over 900 hours of training in the
School Boardsmanship Academy in 201620162017.

Wednesday – January 31
5:30 PM, Holy Communion
All services are conducted in the
Church, unless otherwise noted.

Congratulations Roberta! †
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The Deacon’s Bench
by The Rev. Harrel Johnson

January 2018

AT THE TIME THAT I WRITE THIS IT IS STILL THE SEASON OF ADVENT. YOU, HOWEVER, WON’T READ
THIS UNTIL THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY WHICH CAUSES ME TO FEEL THE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU
HAVE AT LEAST A LITTLE BIT OF CHRISTMAS.
MERRY CHRISTMAS
A POEM FOR CHRISTMAS
December 12, 2016 by Norann Voll
It was a time of reckoning,
of forging steel and law:
a conspiracy of sword and stylus
to cow the spirit
and push men around.
A time to divide,
to extract information and revenue,
to herd men from their homes
and, conquered, force each back
to his beginning.
A time for clamping down,
and making calculations:
lists, columns, names, numbers.
A time of cheap death, and taxes.
This was the time –
the time he chose
to stretch out his hands,
his open hands
to draw all men to himself.
The Shepherd-King extending grace –
giving away his kingdom, all of it,
for free. Pearls beyond price.
He who tracks the hairs of every head,
and sees sparrows and children, always,
he whose flock knows his voice,
chose this time to set out in search of
the one lost sheep whose homecoming
angels meet with hallelujahs.
Chris Voll

BRINKLEY REPORT
Merry Christmas
&

Thank You from all of us:
Scott, Dionna, Destiny, Juanita, Tommy, and Gabriel

Margaret took Juanita, Destiny and Dionna
shopping for new clothes for Christmas and
these happy faces reflect how excited they
are with their selections!!
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(Photo taken by Margaret Williamson)

Names in order from left to right:
Row 1 Juanita+Tommy
Row 2 Girls’ friend +Dionna+Destiny
Row 3 Scott

THE BELL TOWER

VESTRY News ...

A Message From The Senior Warden

When first appointed as the Sr. Warden for the Vestry of Holy Innocents I experienced a plethora of emotions: humbled at
the honor; intimidated by the responsibility; inadequate to fulfill the duties; and excited by the new experience and opportunity to
learn and grow in my Christian life as a member of our congregation. I quickly realized that the Sr. Warden position is not a solitary
office. It is part of a team consisting not only of our clergy and vestry, but of our congregation as a whole. I have been blessed with
a very supportive, encouraging team and thank each of you.
During my tenure as your Sr. Warden I am thankful to report we encountered no major crises affecting the general operations
and well-being of our physical church and grounds, our financial stability, or pastoral leadership. That is not to say I and your vestry
did not have some controversial decisions to make. We continue to have issues with vandalism and unauthorized use of Jackson
Park, which causes Tammy (Manning – Preschool Director) endless concerns and keeps Richard (Davis – Jr. Warden) and Keith
(Aikens – Sextant) busy. Our long-range financial stability continues to be addressed as each vestry plans for our future. I am proud
that as a church we continue to generously support numerous projects and organizations through our strong tradition of funding
Outreach programs. While some churches have cut back their community support, Holy Innocents is opening its doors and expanding our outreach goals. I believe your vestry, through teamwork and your support, has offered its best solutions to Holy Innocents
and our congregation.
As a church, we continue our long history and tradition of welcoming diversity while fostering mutual respect through worship, Christian education, outreach, and stewardship. Father Don, Harrel, vestry members and parishioners give tirelessly of their
time supporting our local and diocesan community through such organizations as ACTS, migrant ministries, our various scholarship
funds and community projects.
As is customary each year, we have three Vestry members (including myself) who will be rotating off Vestry after having
served their three year term. Margaret Williamson has led our Parish Life and Pastoral Care Committee as well as served as the
ECW Vestry Liaison. She has done an outstanding job of organizing our numerous church activities throughout the year including
the annual Shrove Tuesday pancake supper, this year’s Planning for Death and Dying Lenten programs, the Pentecost Sunday
celebration, and our reception for the Bishop and newly confirmed. Additionally, Margaret works tirelessly organizing our Vestry
greeters, the grief and support outreach committees and the after worship coffee and lemonade. Margaret has been invaluable in her
contributions to our vestry and Holy Innocents and her work is greatly appreciated.
Sadly, we lost Johnny Foster earlier this year. Johnny was in his third year as a vestry member when he died. Even battling
his cancer rarely kept him from our monthly meetings or from constantly contributing to our church needs. Johnny served with the
Junior Warden in keeping our buildings and grounds in great shape. Johnny always got things done. I recall during one vestry meeting it was brought to our attention that we had fire ants on our church grounds. The next day, Johnny was out treating the mounds
himself and ridding us of the fire ants! Johnny also served as our Stewardship and Finance committee chairman and on our Outreach
committee. His wisdom, generosity and willingness to volunteer for our numerous projects were instrumental in Vestry accomplishing its goals. He is greatly missed.
I thank Father Don and Deacon Harrel for their leadership and guidance and the Vestry for their hard work and support of
me. I thank Keith Aiken, our outstanding Sexton, Tammy Manning, Preschool Director, Allen Bean, Music Director, Anora Rainey,
Hand Bell Choir Director, and Susie Pahl, Parish Administrator for their superb work at Holy Innocents. Additionally, I add a special note of appreciation to Donald Seifert for writing the checks and keeping our bills paid and Bob Nelson, Treasurer, for maintaining and reporting our budget and church financials.
May God continue to bless out Holy Innocents Family. †
Tracy Madigan , Senior Warden
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Birthdays

Remember In
Your Prayers

Special Dates

Pray for Healing and Comfort:
Cathie Clodfelter .............................1/04
Chip Hight .......................................1/04
John Van Venrooy ...........................1/06
Phyllis Maynard ..…………………1/10
Richard Davis IV…………………. 1/13
Hut Wester ......................................1/14
Don Gwynn .....................................1/16
Steve Watkins…………………….. 1/16
Amelia Rogers .................................1/24
Tom Whitt .......................................1/24
Joel Cheatham IV………………….1/28
Leigh Anne Loftin………………....1/29

Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless, Barbara
Collins, Staci Barnett, Barbara Madigan,
Melody Shearin, Carolyn Lowery, Mary
Shearin,
Meghan
Bunn,
Frances
Saunders, Vivie Drake, Lisa Adcock,
C.G. Williams,
Griselle Woodward,
Graham Shearin, Nancy Rogers, Tommy
Greenway, Bill Mast, William Stancil,
Thomas Stancil, Grace Sanders, Bettie
Cooper, Sheila Roberts, Berkeley Ellis,
Graham Cawthorne, Jackson Wesley,
Juan Sanchez Avila, Bo Jones, Jr.,
Megan Jones, Janes Carnes, Trevor
Balllinger, Martha Pruitt and Gus Bachman.



Epiphany
January 6, 2018



Baptism of the Lord
January 7, 2018



Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
January 15, 2018

Altar Flowers

Anniversaries



Open
January 7, 2018



Kathleen Burwell
January 14, 2018



Jane Church
Ja n u a ry 2 1 , 2 0 1 8



Griselle Woodward
Ja n u a ry 2 8 , 2 0 1 8

JANUARY Unified Serving Schedule
~
Jan

COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE ~

Acolytes

Bearers

1

Lay Reader /
Chalice Bearer

Brennan Olmert **
LC Olmert **
Brennan Olmert**
Jack Paynter****

Sarah Parish
Kaitlyn Paynter
Mary Parish
Chap Burnette

Lehman Ford
Ethan Holloway
(ShepardCross)

8:00am - Rick Palamar
10:30am - Nick Long

* Book **Kite ***Banner ****Tintinabulus

14
21
28

Ushers

10:30 a.m. Holy Communion—Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
Genie Parish*
Beau Burnette ***

7

Crucifer

Sarah Parish
(Book)

Mary Parish
(Book)

Kaitlyn Paynter
Jack Paynter
Beau Burnette
Chap Burnette

Ethan Holloway

8:00am - Hut Wester
10:30am - Ruth Hartness

Genie Parish

8:00am - Bob Nelson
10:30am - Porter Shaw

Lehman Ford

8:00am - Rix Edwards
10:30am Tom Church

Nancy Whitt
Bill Stark
Scott Burnette
Nancy Whitt
Bill Stark
Scott Burnette
Nancy Whitt
Bill Stark
Scott Burnette
Nancy Whitt
Bill Stark
Scott Burnette

Altar
Guild

Vestry
Greeter

Shirley Young

Shirley Young

Anora Rainey

Anora Rainey

Mariana Davis

NOTE: IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO LAYREAD AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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10:30 AM

5:30 PM

11:00 PM
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PHONE: 252-492-0904
E-MAIL: innocents@centurylink.net

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
210 South Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC 27536

The Church of the Holy Innocents

On the threshold of a new year,
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship.
May our love and respect for one another be
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..

