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in both his healing power and in his
resurrection power so that even those we
love who “walk through the valley of
death” are safe with the Lord. As St.
Paul says, “Whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s.”
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Life will continue in the New
Year and we will come through the
pandemic. So, we live in the hope that
the New Year also brings better days to
come. For me, one sign of better things
coming is the fact that I have two
weddings scheduled in to perform.
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January 2022
A New Year dawns upon us. This
change in year comes in the midst of
some of the strangest times any of us
have ever lived through. The pandemic
continues to rage producing mutations as
it goes so that it seems matters will never
resolve themselves.
Of course, the
hopeful news is that this terrible disease
will run its course and be gone but it has
to be acknowledged that it has caused
major disruptions, honest fear, and for
those of us who lost friends or relatives,
deep grief.
We are Christians and because we
are believers, we know that suffering,
death and destruction are not and never
will be God’s final word. Though the
present may seem difficult and
frightening we trust that God stands with
us in the times of adversity. We believe

One will be at Old St. John’s for a
couple who love history while the other
will be in Raleigh. Marriage is not just
the beginning of a union blessed by
God. It really is a sign of hope that the
days ahead are worth living with the one
we love best and that the human love is
sustained by that greatest Love, which
flows from the heart of God as he has
revealed it in Jesus Christ.
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As I collected my thoughts for the
lead article, I remembered a hymn that is
found in The English Hymnal, a source
from the Church of England. Hymns
begin life as poems so I quote this
reflection on the winter times of our
lives and the promise of our Lord to be
with us always. Curiously for something
I sourced from a volume from England,
the author is an American.

Christian Ministry. While we tend to
think of the clergy when we think of
ordination, in fact, all Christians have
ministry to do for the Lord. This ministry
happens not only in church.
From
volunteering at a worthy project to sitting
with a friend over a cup of coffee or a
glass of tea and listening as they seek
support in a time of trouble, we are doing
ministry. So, we celebrate those who
have been elected to share leadership with
the rector in the parish and rejoice in the
work that God has given all of us to do. †

Winter
1 'Tis winter now; the fallen snow
has left the heavens all coldly clear;
through leafless boughs the sharp winds
blow,
and all the earth lies dead and drear.
2 And yet God's love is not withdrawn;
his life within the keen air breathes;
his beauty paints the crimson dawn,
and clothes each branch with glittering
wreaths.
3 And though abroad the sharp winds
blow,
and skies are chill, and frosts are keen,
home closer draws her circle now,
and warmer glows her light within.
4 O God, you give the winter's cold,
as well as summer's joyous rays,
you warmly in your love enfold,
and keep us through life's wintry days.
Samuel Longfellow (brother of the better
-known poet Henry W. Longfellow) †
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Bishop Sam is Coming in
February The Rev. Donald Lowery
Our Diocesan Bishop, The Rt.
Rev. Samuel Rodman, will be making a
visitation to the Church of the Holy
Innocents on Sunday, February 13,
2022. On that day he will confirm and
receive persons into the Episcopal
Church. Bishop Sam will also meet with
the Vestry after the 10:30 service. The
Episcopal Church desires that those who
were baptized as infants or children to
make a profession of faith before the
bishop. Adults who were baptized (but
not by a bishop) are also requested to do
this.
When this happens, the entire
congregation renews its faith and then
those to be confirmed receive the laying
on of hands by the bishop with a prayer
that they be strengthened for Christian
living by the Holy Spirit. Persons who
have
been
confirmed
in
other
denominations are received into the
Episcopal Church, also with the laying on
of hands and prayers.
If any wish to be confirmed or
received, please let the church office
know as soon as possible. †

Installation of our Vestry
Members
The Wednesday Communion
Services will continue as usual at 5:30.
The first Wednesday of the month is a
healing service. Please be attentive to
the weather. Winter is upon us and
if snow or ice develops on the roads
and those roads are not cleared in
time, please consider the Wednesday
service cancelled. †
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The Rev. Donald Lowery

Newly elected Vestry members and
those continuing in office will be inducted
(sworn in) at the 10:30 service on January
9, 2022. January 9th is the Feast of the
Baptism of Christ. On this day we
commemorate Jesus’ Baptism. We also
remember our own baptism. Baptism is
an “ordination” for all believers into

Altar Flower Chart
Frank Madigan &
Tracy Madigan

The 2022 Altar Flowers sign up
chart is located in the Tower. If you have
a date you would like to have reserved
for you, you can sign on the chart or
email your date to either
Frank Madigan

(fhmadigan@ mail.com)

or
Tracy Madigan(tracymadigan@yahoo.com ).
Thanks for helping us fill the dates
so our beautiful Altar will not be without
flowers or greens for our church services. †

VESTRY NEWS …
A Message From The Senior Warden

Greetings & Happy New Year!
I was blessed to serve as your Senior Warden this past year. It has been a year that presented Holy Innocents, the Vestry and
our congregation with challenges and blessings. I am so appreciative of the support I received from everyone and especially from
your hard working Vestry.
We began 2021 with the burden of COVID-19 still very much a part of our lives and no in-person services or group meetings
allowed. Even so, your Vestry continued to meet virtually until early last fall when we were able to meet in-person again. We will
continue tracking the local case numbers and, should the need arise to ensure the safety of our vestry members, may return to virtual
meetings.
In-person or virtually, Vestry acts as the legal agent of the congregation. The work of the Vestry has two basic goals: leadership and management.
As church managers, your Vestry addresses the tasks of budgeting, establishing and enforcing policies and procedures, establishing action plans and maintaining the church property.
As church leaders, your Vestry addresses the tasks of articulating and communicating the vision for the future of the parish,
generating enthusiasm and “buy-in” from the congregation and setting the tone for leadership by acting responsibly for the good of
the congregation so that other leaders in the congregation are encouraged to grow and flourish.
A huge challenge for Holy Innocents has been and continues to be the budget. Your support through annual pledges (which
determine our operating budget) is so greatly appreciated and enables us to operate and maintain our church. However, as we have
lost members in recent years the overall pledged income has declined. In 2021 we were greatly blessed by a bequest from Phil &
Olga Harris. The money is invested and the church receives the annual interest from the investment fund. The interest received is just
enough to make up the deficit between pledged funds and normal operating costs. The Harris Fund has enabled us to avoid drastic
cutbacks and keep Holy Innocents running on an even keel!
Declining membership is another challenge we have faced of late. Your Vestry has and will continue to address the issue.
Though we are still constrained by COVID-19 protocols and safety measures, we are working on ideas and plans to build up membership. As a church, we continue our long history and tradition of welcoming diversity while fostering mutual respect through worship,
Christian education, outreach and stewardship. Holy Innocents is blessed to have each and every one of you as a member. While
some churches are cutting back their community support you are opening our doors and expanding our outreach goals.
As is customary each year, we have three Vestry members who will be rotating off Vestry, having served a three year term.
Each has been an outstanding member of Vestry and their contributions and service are greatly appreciated. Please be sure to thank
them!
During his term, Bo Cheatham served as Junior Warden, Vestry Clerk, Chairman of the Stewardship Committee and on the
Building & Grounds and Executive Committees. Bo’s meticulous notes provided us with accurate and reliable minutes every month.
His organizational skills, church knowledge, experience and willingness to take on numerous projects during his tenure were invaluable.
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Porter Shaw served Vestry as Chairman of the Worship & Christian Education Committee, on the Outreach Committee and
on the Building and Grounds Committee. He provided us with guidance and insight to the many ways we, as a church family, could
give back to our community even in the midst of a pandemic. Porter’s concern for our church and the spiritual health of our parishioners was always first and foremost in his Vestry work. He has been a tremendous asset to Vestry and we will go into 2022 following through on projects Porter set into motion.

As a first-time Vestry member, Charlie Vaughan proved to be more than up for the challenge. She served as Chairwoman of
the Preschool Committee and on the Outreach Committee. Charlie’s fresh ideas served us well and were always appreciated. Her
role as preschool liaison was especially challenging with Diocesan COVID-19 mandates and guidelines pertaining to church schools
changing often. Her contributions made a positive impact and are greatly appreciated.

This month we will induct three new members to Vestry and are pleased to have Tom Church, Fagan Cheatham and Roberta
Scott serving through 2024. They bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to Vestry which will be most beneficial during these
challenging times. Welcome Tom, Fagan & Roberta!
As we begin a new year still facing many of the same challenges, I feel we have made progress and are even better prepared.
We will soon have video streaming available for our services. Tommy Roberson volunteered his time and expertise to see that this
project came to fruition. Thank you, Tommy!
Junior Warden Richard Davis has worked tirelessly along with Sextant Keith Aiken, Building and Grounds Committee members Craig Clodfelter, Bo Cheatham and Porter Shaw to complete much needed repairs to the Cooper House and our preschool. Vestry Finance Committee Chairman Bill Stark has had his hands full this year with the budget and worked closely with the church Finance Committee to ensure the wisest allocation of resources. As Chairwoman of the Pastoral Care/Parish Life Committee, Lisa
Miravalle will continue her work reaching out to the congregation and hopefully we will be able to return to parish functions and
celebrations in the not too distant future. In addition to serving as the Outreach Committee Chairwoman and on the Preschool Committee, Caroline Burnette took on the extra work of negotiating and finalizing the Harris Fund settlement with the estate lawyers.
We are grateful for her knowledge and legal expertise in handling the matter. Also, when you see our Acolytes and Lay Readers
adorned in beautiful new vestments, you may thank Caroline for organizing and implementing this project. Many of the vestments
currently in use are over 40 years old and a bit worse for wear! Vestry was also grateful to Beau Burnette for serving as the Vestry
Youth Representative. Beau made convincing presentations on behalf of the church youth (including bringing to our attention the
need for new vestments) which we were happy to adopt. Beau will continue to serve as the Vestry Youth Representative in 2022.
Hopefully in early 2022 Vestry will have a Latino Representative (non-voting). I have been pushing for this for some time with the
idea that if a Latino representative attended Vestry meetings and observed how Holy Innocents operates, they may become more
active in the support of the church. Also, I believe we may benefit from learning about their church objectives and practices.
As I close, I add a special note of thanks and appreciation to Sextant Keith Aiken who keeps our beautiful church beautiful,
Donald Seifert for writing the checks and keeping our bills paid and Treasurer Bob Nelson for maintaining and reporting our budget
and church financials. I am also very grateful the church found someone as competent and proficient as Marsha Lougee to run our
office.
It is because of each of you and your support – whether on Altar Guild, ECW, Youth Group, church committees – that we
continue to enjoy our wonderful church. Thanks to Alan Beam for leading us in joyful song and thank you Father Don for leading us
in our worship. †
God Bless and stay safe & healthy!
Tracy
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Treasurer’s
Report

Please submit any
news items either to the
church office or e-mail them to:
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com

There is a link on our church website
to both current and past issues of our
newsletter at:
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org

Bob Nelson, Treasurer

Amazon Smile is a branch of the regular Amazon.com site, except all of the
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are asking parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that
will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your
contribution without additional expense. †
Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227

For questions or help, visit http://smile.amazon.com/about
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Remember In
Your Prayers

Birthdays

Pray for Healing and Comfort:

Special Dates


New Year’s Day
January 1, 2022



Epiphany
January 6, 2022



Baptism of the Lord
January 9, 2022



Religious Freedom Day
January 16, 2022



Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 17, 2022



Week of Prayer– Christian Unity
January 18-25, 2022

.
Cathie Clodfelter .............................1/04
Chip Hight .......................................1/04
John Van Venrooy ...........................1/06
Phyllis Maynard ..…………………1/10
Richard Davis IV…………………. 1/13
Steve Watkins…………………….. 1/16
Joel Cheatham IV………………….1/28
Leigh Anne Loftin………………....1/29

Mary Shearin
Veneal Williams
Bill Mast
Peggy Mast
Rose Flannagan
Cynthia Shaw

Anniversaries
Linda & Berkeley Ellis…………....1/29

Altar Flowers
Christmas Poinsettias …………1/02
TBD……………………….. …..1/09
TBD……………………...…. ... 1/16
Barbara Foster ……..……. ……1/23
TBD………………… …………1/30

JANUARY Serving Schedule
Acolytes
Acolytes

Jan

2

Beau Burnette

9

Kaitlyn & Jack Paynter

16

Kaitlyn & Jack Paynter

23

30

Ushers
Caroline Burnette
Scott Burnette
Bill Stark

Lay Reader /
Chalice Bearer

Altar Guild

8:00am—Bob Nelson
10:30am—Caroline Burnette

Anne Almand

8:00am—Tracy Madigan
10:30am—Nick Long

Anne Almand

Caroline Burnette
Scott Burnette
Bill Stark

8:00am—Greg Taylor
10:30am—Richard Davis

Shirley Young

Chap & Beau Burnette

Caroline Burnette
Scott Burnette
Bill Stark

8:00am—Rix Edwards
10:30am—Linda Shaw

Shirley Young

Chap & Beau Burnette

Caroline Burnette
Scott Burnette
Bill Stark

8:00am—Tracy Madigan
10:30am—Roberta Scott

Mariana Davis

Jack

Caroline Burnette
Scott Burnette
Bill Stark

NOTE: IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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PHONE: 252-492-0904
E-MAIL: innocents1783@gmail.com

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
210 South Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC 27536

The Church of the Holy Innocents

On the threshold of a new year,
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship.
May our love and respect for one another be
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord.

