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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

Sometimes I Like to Brag 
 

 I was attending a meeting with a 

number of other Episcopal Clergy 

recently.  My fellow priests were 

bemoaning all that their congregations 

were suffering as a result of the 

controversies in the Episcopal Church 

combined with the financial problems 

created by the current recession.  When 

my turn came, I found myself telling 

them all the wonderful and exciting 

things I see happening at Holy 

Innocentsô.  One priest went so far as to 

ask me what I was slipping into the 

communion wine.  Recounting this story 

to some parishioners here in Henderson,  

it struck me that I was bragging to 

everyone except the people who most 

need to hear it, the congregation and 

friends of Holy Innocentsô themselves. 

 

 Clergy are bad to talk about 

financial matters first and foremost.  

Sometimes you would think we were 

bankers or stock brokers rather than 

priests.  The Church needs to be about 

God and Godôs People most of all.  

Nonetheless, it takes money to keep the 

operation going and that is why the 

ordained often worry about it so much.  

So, I will start with money.  I have been 

ordained some 22 years now.  Every 

congregation I have served has been 

generous.  Holy Innocentsô exceeds them 

all.  We are in what will probably go 

down in history as the worst economic 

downturn since the Great Depression.  

Yet, our pledge campaign for 2009 was 

stunningly successful and just as 

stunning is the consistency with which 

folks are paying their pledges and 

making their offerings.  Money is NOT 

the heart of the Church, but it sure helps.  

I am deeply touched by and grateful for 

the strong and generous support this 

congregation gives its church. 

 

 When I arrived a little over four 

years ago, many traditional ministries 

one would expect to find in an Episcopal 

Church were suffering from the years of 

instability.  Our youth group was in a 

time of transition as their leader moved 

to West Virginia to help with his parents 

as their health failed.  Our Sunday 

School for Children was dwindling 

towards death.  We had neither an active 

Episcopal Church Women or Menôs 

group.  I was honestly worried and afraid 

that we might not be able to pull 

ourselves out of terminal decline.   

We are now in the midst of a great 

reversal.  A new member of our parish is 

in the process of resurrecting Childrenôs 

Sunday School with a May Short 

Course.  While it is taking a rest for the 
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 Youth Group  
Father Don 

 

Youth Group will 

continue to meet during 

June at our usual time.  

We may do another movie night and go 

bowlingðthat information and the 

related schedule changes will be sent by 

e-mail.  Count on June 7, 14, 21 and 28, 

4:45 p.m. for meetings  until you hear 

otherwise via e-mail.  I know some of 

you will be in and out of town with 

vacations but we will gather with 

whoever is in town.  Always remember, 

it is ok to bring a friend. À 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Parkie Stewardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We  will be having Vacation 

Bible School with First United 

Methodist Church beginning Sunday, 

June 14 through Thursday, June 18.  

Dinner will be served Sunday evening 

and Thursday evening.  For more 

information, please contact Parkie 

Stewardson at 252/432-4328 or Beth 

Hubbard at 252/430-4108.       À 

 

 

Healing Service 

                              Church Office 

 

The First Wednesday Healing 

Service will be held on June 3 and July 1 

at 7:00  p.m. in the Parlor of the Hughes 

House.     À 
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summer, our childrenôs program will 

resume in the fall.  Several people have 

already volunteered to help in the fall 

and more will be needed.  I cannot praise 

this new beginning without also praising 

two childrenôs ministries that have been 

consistently strong in my time here.  Our 

Childrenôs Choir Program is the finest in 

Vance County and our Youth 

Confirmation Program is the best of any 

parish I have served.  Wonderful new 

things are happening in part because of 

the foundation laid by these two vital 

ministries.  

 

 

 

 I have worked with children and 

teenagers my entire adult life, and I have 

led youth programs of various            

sorts through the years.  I have loved and 

enjoyed every group of teens with whom 

I worked.  Yet, I have to say, our current 

youth group is probably the finest, 

brightest, most interesting, most thought 

provoking and delightful group I have 

served since before I went to seminary.  

They stand head and shoulders above 

most groups of teenagers.  We are 

making great plans for the year ahead as 

this academic year draws to its close. 

 

 Our Episcopal Church Women 

are reorganized and are doing exciting 

things.  Our fall 2008 bazaar, as you all 

know, was brilliantly successful and that 

despite a ten year hiatus.  New ministries 

are in the works from this dynamic 

group, so keep your eyes open for news 

in the coming months. 

 

 Our buildings are being 

refurbished.  We are blessed with 

buildings that are historic, architecturally 

significant and beautiful.  They are also 

expensive to maintain.  This 

congregation is doing great things for 

our buildings and more are in 

preparation.  More about information 

about our renovation and refurbishment  

will be coming to you over the next few 

months.   

 Our beautiful buildings are not an 

ecclesiastical museum.  We have many 

ministries that are active here.  Along 

with the ways we use the buildings 

ourselves, we also make space for 

Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics 

Anonymous.  Boy Scouts and Girl 

Scouts meet in our lower hall, and these 

two groups make a special effort to 

target minority youth who are at risk for 

serious problems in order to show them 

a positive way to live.  We have a small 

congregation in the Pentecostal tradition 

that was homeless and which now uses 

our lower hall for worship.  We also 

make the Cooper House available to 

serve as the Addiction Recovery Center 

for Women.  These are not all the 

outreach ministries that happen in our 

buildings, but they are a good sampling 

of the generosity with which we share 

with brothers and sisters in Christ with a  

vision for ministry. 

 

 These are not all the ministries, 

inreach and outreach, of Holy 

Innocentsô.  It would require that I take 

too much space to detail them all.  They 

are a representative sample of the good 

things that happen in and around our 

church campus. 

 

 For all that we have to brag 

about, we also still have much to do.    

We must continue to strengthen our 

ministries to children and teens and to 

their families.  Our Hispanic Service is 

growing, and there is a need there to 

improve ministry to children as well.  

While our ECW is revitalized,  we still 

need to develop a new menôs group.  As 

much as our buildings are used, I long 

for the day when we have regular plays, 

recitals and concerts in our Great Hall, 

particularly events most effectively done 

in a small, attractive acoustically lively 

environment.  Your vestry and I have 

been working hard on long range 

planning.  Our efforts are bearing fruit as 

our Lord blesses.  We will continue to 

keep you informed as we grow, develop 

and redevelop the ministries that will 

keep Holy Innocentsô a vital Christian 

Church, worshipping and serving in the 

Episcopal tradition.   À 
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Wolfe Scholarship Awards  

Marsha Nelson, Chair 

 

         The Wolfe Scholarship Committee 

met on May 18, 2009 to select 

scholarship recipients for the 2009-2010 

school year.  The Wolfe Committee 

members are Chick Young, Ernie Houle, 

Marsha Nelson, Frank Madigan, and 

Nina Cheatham.   

 

          Six students were selected to 

receive scholarships  and they are as 

follows:  Mary Long (UNC-Chapel 

Hill),  Kathleen ñKatieò Long (NCSU), 

Elizabeth Behar (UNC-Chapel Hill), 

Robert ñJacksonò Blackburn (UNC-

Chapel Hill), Elizabeth ñLibbyò Hartness 

(NCSU), and William ñLukeò Stark 

(College of Charleston).  Congratulations 

to all of our outstanding recipients!    

 

 

 Walter ñTrippò Burwell, grandson 

of  Dr.  and Mrs. Walter B. Burwell, has been 

selected from a national pool of nominees to 

receive the Compton Mentor Fellowship.  

This fellowship program supports the 

creativity and commitment of graduating 

seniors as they move beyond academics and 

into the world.. It provides a stipend of 

$35,000 for the  year of study in Alaska's 

northernmost settlement of Barrow, where he 

will work on climate change issues that impact 

the native Eskimos.  Tripp is graduating from 

Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vt. 

 

 Luke Stark, son of Sharon and Bill 

Stark, received the Governorôs Award for 

Excellence in Art and, also, was selected as the 

Senior Fine Arts Award winner at Asheville 

School.  Luke is planning to major in 

Biochemistry at College of Charleston. 
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July 2009       
Schedule of Events  

 

DAILY  MORNING  PRAYER  

Monday ðThursday (weekly)  

7:30am, Hughes House 

 

No Sunday Education classes in July. 

Sunday     Education    classes     will        

resume  in  the  later  part  of  August / 

early part of September. 

 

 

 

Wednesday ï  July 1  

7:00 pm, Healing Service                        

Hughes House 

 

 

 

Sunday ï  July 5  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio ï Santa 

Eucharistia 

 

 

Sunday ï  July 12  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

 

 

Sunday ï  July 19  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio ï Santa 

Eucharistia 

 

 

 

Sunday ï  July 26  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
 

 
 
 

All services are conducted in the  
Church, unless otherwise noted.  

June 2009       
Schedule of Events  

 

DAILY  MORNING  PRAYER  

Monday ðThursday (weekly)  

7:30am, Hughes House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday ï  June 3  

7:00 pm, Healing Service                        

Hughes House 

 

 

 

Sunday ï  June 7  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

  9:35 am, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio ï Santa 

Eucharistia 

 

Sunday ï  June 14  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

  9:35 am, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

 

Sunday ï  June 21  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

  9:35 am, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio ï Santa 

Eucharistia 

 

 

Sunday ï  June 28  

  8:00 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

  9:35 am, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
 
 
 

All services are conducted in the  
Church, unless otherwise noted.  

 
 



 JUNE / JULY  2009 

4 

Father Loweryôs Vacation 

Father Don 

 

I will be away for two blocks of 

time in July.  On July 10-17, I will be in 

South Carolina at a Revolutionary War 

reenactment and then in the mountains.  

The weekend of July 24,25, & 26, I will 

be attending the Lowery Family Reunion 

in Gibson, North Carolina.   À 

 

Church Office Coverage 

Marsha  Nelson 

 

Barbara Hight, parish secretary,  

had knee surgery on May 11 and hopes 

to return to work by the 1st week of July.  

During Barbaraôs absence, the 

office will be staffed by Tammy 

Manning and Trish Terry from the 

preschool with various mornings  

covered by Ann Ellis.  

  Please keep Barbara in your 

prayers.     À 

 

 

ECW News  
                            Betsy Seifert 

    President                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
¶ The ECW wi l l  be having a 

B a z a a r  o n  S a t u r d a y , 

December 5 th.   P lease start  

p lanning and making your  

contr ibut ions now.  

¶ I f  you are interested in being 

a member of the St. Claireôs 

Gui ld,  p lease contact  Betsy 

Sei fer t . 

¶ Janet Whi te is heading up a 

ñPastoral Care Committeeò 

to provide meals and help in 

a care/cr isis s i tuat ion.   I f  

youôd like to help, please 

cal l  Janet. 

¶ The fo l lowing photo was 

taken on May 26th.   ECW 

funding was provided to  

ref inish the beauti fu l  f loors.k 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Forum on General 

Convention 
Father Don 

 

Normally, Adult Sunday Forum is 

not held in the summer.  However, The 

General Convention of the Episcopal 

Church will be held in July in Anaheim, 

California.  The General Convention is a 

gathering of the Bishops of the church 

along with elected clergy and lay 

deputies.  They meet once every three 

years and are the highest governing body 

of the Episcopal Church.  As a two ï

time deputy (General Conventions of 

2000 and 2003) I can attest that one 

never quite knows what might come 

rumbling out of that body.  To that end, I 

will offer, at 9:35 a.m. on the Sundays of 

June, a short course on General 

Convention.  We have material provided 

by the School of Ministry of the Diocese 

of North Carolina to help guide our 

discussions.  If you are curious (or 

worried) about how things happen at the 

national level of our church, this should 

be an interesting event.   À 
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The Capital Campaign Feasibility 

Study                                   Chick Young 

                                         Senior Warden 

              

 The results are in from the 

Capital Campaign Feasibility Study 

performed by Robert  Wiltshire of 

Wiltshire & Company for the Vestry of 

Holy Innocents. After conducting 37 

personal interviews and 20 returned mail 

surveys which reflect  a reasonable but 

moderate participation rate by our 

parishioners, a strong majority voiced a 

dedication to our church and a desire to 

contribute to the health of the parish. 

Most people understand that older, 

historic buildings require a high level of 

care. The theory of getting our facilities 

in top shape and then building an 

endowment fund to keep them in good 

shape in the future makes sense to most 

persons. 

        Based on the participants' study 

input, the Vestry voted to do the 

planning necessary for a capital 

campaign which could start in the fall. 

This planning would include appointing 

an overall campaign coordinator, a 

building committee and plan for a 

growing budget in 2010 to support 

expanding parish ministries. In addition, 

establishing two new programs for the 

parish through Stewardship and Finance 

and doing ministry planning work to be 

housed in our facilities.  

         Fortunately, Holy Innocents has 

blessings to count and wonderful, 

historic facilities. We have a 167 year 

legacy as a strong parish and an inspiring 

liturgical tradition upon which to build. I 

hope all parishioners will join in the 

beginning of the next chapter of ministry 

at Holy Innocents.    À 

 

 

 
As we travel this summer, please    

remember that the church still has to  

pay its bills.  Pledge checks and spe-

cial donations can always be mailed 

in to the office at : 

 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 

210 S. Chestnut Street 

Henderson, NC, 27536         

 

Great Hall Floors Shine! 


