The

Bell Tower

The Church of the Holy Innocents Newsletter

Clergy are bad to talk about

Inside this Issue from the Rector financial matters first and foremost.
Sometimes you would think we were
The Rev. Donald Lowery bankers or stock brokers rather than
From the Rector priests. The Church needs to be about
1 Sometimes | Like to Brag e ' Go d and Godos Peopl

Nonetheless, it takes money to keep the
operation going and that is why the
ordained often worry about it so much.
So, | will start with money. | have been
ordained some 22 years now. Every
congregation | have served has been
gener ous. Holy 1l nnoc
all. We are in what will probably go
down in history as the worst economic
downturn since the Great Depression.
Yet, our pledge campaign for 2009 was
stunningly successful and just as
stunning is the consistency with which
folks are paying their pledges and
making their offerings. Money is NOT
the heart of the Church, but it sure helps.
| am deeply touched by and grateful for
the strong and generous support this
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Remember In Your Prayers . .
Special Dates Sometimes | Like to Brag When | arrived a little over four
) _ . years ago, many traditional ministries
Unified Serving Schedule | was attending a meeting with @ one would expect to find in an Episcopal
for June and July number of other Episcopal Clergy chyrch were suffering from the years of

recently. My fellow priests were jnqiapility. Our youth group was in a
: bemoaning all that their congregations time of transition as their leader moved
Our Chureh History were suffering as a result of the y, \est Virginia to help with his parents

From The Ashes - Part i controversies in the Episcopal Church s their health failed. Our Sunday
combined with the financial problems gchool for Children was dwindling
created by the current recession. When,yards death. We had neither an active
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my turn came, | found myself telllilng Episcopal Chur ch Wo
them all the wonderful and exciting group. | was honestly worried and afraid
The Church of the Holy Innocents things | see haPpe”'”g at Holy that we might not be able to pull
210 South Chestnut Street Innocentso. o On e P olr&es outbftéthina®i&clind. @ 1 a@s
Henderson, North Carolina 27536 ask me what | was slipping into the \ye are now in the midst of a great

communion wine. Recounting this story yeyersal. A new member of our parish is

to some parishioners here in Henderson,; ,  h e process of re.

it struck me that | was bragging to ;

E-mail: hinnocent@ncol.net t th | g% 9 tSunday School with a May Short

Church Web Site Address: everyone except the people wWho moSt coyrse, While it is taking a rest for the
: need to hear it, the congregation and
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summer , our chi |l droamn Galdingsr angl r more aré | ih 2
resume in the fall. Several people have preparation. More about information O @Q H R G M D V R
already volunteered to help in the fall about our renovation and refurbishment

and more will be needed. | cannot praisewill be coming to you over the next few
this new beginning without also praising months. :4

two childrends mini st Ouréeautiful buldingstare not an b < Youth Group
consistently strong in my time here. Our ecclesiastical museum. We have many Father Don

Childrends Choir Prnongtries thatiase activeeheré. i Alang 0 t .
Vance County and our Youth with the ways we use the buildings u %1 Youth  Group  will

»

Confirmation Program is the best of any ourselves, we also make space for continue to meet during
parish | have served. Wonderful new Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics June at our usual time.
things are happening in part because ofAnonymous. Boy Scouts and Girl We may do another movie night and go
the foundation laid by these two vital Scouts meet in our lower hall, and these Powlingd that information and the
ministries. two groups make a special effort to related schedule changes will be sent by
target minority youth who are at risk for €mail. Count on June 7, 14, 21 and 28,
serious problems in order to show them 4:45 p.m. for meetings until you hear
a positive way to live. We have a small otherwise via email. | know some of
congregation in the Pentecostal tradition You Will be in and out of town with
that was homeless and which now usesvacations but we will gather with
our lower hall for worship. We also whoever is in town. Always remember,
make the Cooper House available toi t i s ok to bring a
serve as the Addiction Recovery Center

for Women. These are not all the Vacation Bible School

ouFre_ach ministries that happen in our Parkie Stewardson
buildings, but they are a good sampling

of the generosity with which we share

with brothers and sisters in Christ with a V\,‘
vision for ministry. =
s W
These are not all the ministries, f\
| have worked with children and inreach and outreach, of Holy ]Z':S'W
teenagers my entire adult life, and l havel nnocent s 6. It woul d /zzmsv/ "hat I t
led youth programs of various too much space to detail them all. They ‘
sorts through the years. | have loved andare a representative sample of the good We will be having Vacation
enjoyed every group of teens with whom things that happen in and around our ginie School with First United
| worked. Yet, | have to say, our current church campus. Methodist Church beginning Sunday,
youth group is probably the finest, June 14 through Thursday, June 18.
brightest, most interesting, most thought For all that we have to brag Dinner will be served Sunday evening

provoking and delightful group | have about, we also still have much to do. ;4 Thursday evening. For more
served since before | went to seminary. We must continue to strengthen our information, please contact Parkie
They stand head and shoulders aboveministries to children and teens and 10 giawardson at 252/4%%328 or Beth
most groups of teenagers. We aretheir families. Our Hispanic Service is [ bbard at 252/43@ 1 0 8 .
making great plans for the year ahead asgrowing, and there is a need there to
this academic year draws to its close. improve ministry to children as well.

While our ECW is revitalized, we still

Our Episcopal Church Women need to develop a ﬁ@%“gﬁgr}{'%es group. As
are reorganized and are doing exciting much as our buildings are used, | long Church Office
things. Our fall 2008 bazaar, as you all for the day when we have regular plays,
know, was brilliantly successful and that recitals and concerts in our Great Hall, The First Wednesday Healing

despite a ten year hiatus. New ministries particularly events most effectively done ggryice will be held on June 3 and July 1
are in the works from this dynamic in a small, attractive acoustically lively ;709 p.m. in the Parlor of the Hughes
group, so keep your eyes open for newsenvironment. Your vestry and | have 4 s e . A
in the coming months. been working hard on long range
planning. Our efforts are bearing fruit as

Our buildings are being our Lord blesses. We will continue to
refurbished. We are blessed with keep you informed as we grow, develop
buildings that are historic, architecturally and redevelop the ministries that will
significant and beautiful. Theyarealso k eep Holy I nnocentsdé a vi
expensive to maintain. This Church, worshipping and serving in the
congregation is doing great things for Episcopal tradition. A
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Wolfe Scholarship Awards
Marsha Nelson, Chair

The Wolfe Scholarship Committee
met on May 18, 2009 to select
scholarship recipients for the 202910
school year. The Wolfe Committee
members are Chick Young, Ernie Houle,
Marsha Nelson, Frank Madigan, and
Nina Cheatham.

Six students were selected to
receive scholarships and they are a

follows: Mary Long (UNGChapel
Hil 1), Kat hl een i
Elizabeth Behar (UN&hapel Hill),
Robert iJacksono-
Chapel Hill), EIiz:
(NCSU) , and Wi I

(College of Charleston). Congratulations
to all of our outstanding recipients!

ATIONS
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Wal t er ATr | grigndson B
of Dr. and Mrs. Walter B. Burwell, has been
selected from a national pool of nominees tc
receive the Compton Mentor Fellowship.
This fellowship program supports the
creativity and commitment of graduating
seniors as they move beyond academics ar
into the world.. It provides a stipend of
$35,000 for the year of study in Alaska's
northernmost settlement of Barrow, where he
will work on climate change issues that impact
the native Eskimos. Tripp is graduating from
Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vt.

Luke Stark, son of Sharon and Bill
Star k, received the
Excellence in Art and, also, was selected as tt
Senior Fine Arts Award winner at Asheville
School.  Luke is planning to major in
Biochemistry at College of Charleston.

June 2009
Schedule of Events

DAILY MORNING PRAYER
Monday & Thursday (weekly)
7:30am, Hughes House

Wednesday i June 3
7:00 pm, Healing Service
Hughes House

Sunday i _June 7
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
9:35 am, Adult Learning Group
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il
12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio i Santa
Eucharistia

Sunday i _June 14
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
9:35 am, Adult Learning Group
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il

Sunday 1 _June 21
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
9:35 am, Adult Learning Group
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il
12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio i Santa
Eucharistia

Sunday 1 _June 28
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
9:35 am, Adult Learning Group
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il

All services are conducted in the
Church, unless otherwise noted.
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July 2009
Schedule of Events

DAILY MORNING PRAYER
Monday & Thursday (weekly)
7:30am, Hughes House

No Sunday Education classes in July.

Sunday Education classes will

resume in the later part of August/
early part of September.

Wednesday i July 1
7:00 pm, Healing Service
Hughes House

Sunday i July 5
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |

10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il
12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio i Santa
Eucharistia

Sunday 1 July 12
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il

Sunday i _July 19

8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il
12:30 pm, La Misa Servicio i Santa
Eucharistia

Sunday i July 26
8:00 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite |
10:30 am, Holy Eucharist i Rite Il

All services are conducted in the
Church, unless otherwise noted.
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Fat her Loweryos

Father Don

| will be away for two blocks of
time in July. On July 147, | will be in
South Carolina at a Revolutionary War
reenactment and then in the mountains.
The weekend of July 24,25, & 26, | will
be attending the Lowery Family Reunion
in Gibson, North

Church Office Coverage
Marsha Nelson

Barbara Hight, parish secretary,
had knee surgery on May 11 and hopes
to return to work by the 1st week of July.

During
office will be staffed by Tammy
Manning and Trish Terry from the
preschool with various mornings
covered by Ann Ellis.

Please keep Barbara in your
prayers. A

Vacat i

Carol i

Bar bar aods
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Special Forum on General
Convention
{:aﬁhgr Don

absence,

Normally, Adult Sunday Forum is
not held in the summer. However, The
General Convention of the Episcopal
Church will be held in July in Anaheim,
California. The General Convention is a
gathering of the Bishops of the church
along with elected clergy and lay
deputies. They meet once every three

years and are the highest governing body

of the Episcopal Church. As a two

time deputy (General Conventions of
2000 and 2003) | can attest that one
never quite knows what might come
rumbling out of that body. To that end, |

ECW News
Betsy Seifert
President
1 The ECW will be having a
Bazaar on Saturday,

December 5th. Please start
planning and making your
contributions now.

1 If you are interested in being
a me mber o f t he
Guild, please contact Betsy
Seifert.

1 Janet White is heading up a
APastor al Car e
to provide meals and help in
a care/crisis situation. If
youodd i ke t o
call Janet.

1 The following photo was
taken on May 26th. ECW
funding was provided to

refinish the beautiful floorsk

St Cl aireos

As we travel this summer, pleas
rem&mBethat te Enéirdh still has to
pay its bills. Pledge checks and spg-

cial donations can always be maile
th & thdoffice aP:! € @s e

The Church of the Holy Innocents
210 S. Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC, 27536

will offer, at 9:35 a.m. on the Sundays of
June, a short course on General
Convention. We have material provided
by the School of Ministry of the Diocese

of North Carolina to help guide our

discussions. If you are curious (or
worried) about how things happen at the
national level of our church, this should
be an interesting
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The Capital Campaign Feasibility

Study Chick Young
Senior Warden
The results are in from the
Capital Campaign Feasibility Study

performed by Robert Wiltshire of
Wiltshire & Company for the Vestry of
Holy Innocents. After conducting 37
personal interviews and 20 returned mail
surveys which reflecta reasonable but
moderate participation rate by our
parishioners, a strong majority voiced a
dedication to our church and a desire to
contribute to the health of the parish.
Most people understand that older,
historic buildings require a high level of
care. The theory of getting our facilities
in top shape and then building an
endowment fund to keep them in good
shape in the future makes sense to most
persons.

Based on the participants' study
input, the Vestry voted to do the
planning necessary for a capital
campaign which could start in the fall.
This planning would include appointing
an overall campaign coordinator, a
building committee and plan for a
growing budget in 2010 to support
expanding parish ministries. In addition,
establishing two new programs for the
parish through Stewardship and Finance
and doing ministry planning work to be
housed in our facilities.

Fortunately, Holy Innocents has
blessings to count and wonderful,
historic facilities. We have a 167 year
legacy as a strong parish and an inspiring
liturgical tradition upon which to build. |
hope all parishioners will join in the
beginning of the next chapter of ministry
at Holy Innocents. A
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