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Exploring Our Past,
Embracing Our Future
When the Church of the Holy
Innocents was founded in 1842, slavery
prevailed throughout the American South
and even in some states that many
consider part of the North, like Maryland
and Delaware. In fact, while slavery had
been officially abolished in New Jersey in
1804, because of perversions in the law
that favored masters over enslaved
persons, the last sixteen slaves in that state
were not actually freed until 1865.
Slavery, as practiced by Europeans
and their descendants in North America,
Central and South America and the
Caribbean Islands, was different than what
had been practiced in the Roman Empire
in the days of Jesus. In the Roman Empire
a person became a slave by various means.
Some were people who were conquered
by the Romans and captured and sold into
slavery as part of the tribute of war.

Others were sold into slavery for debt.
Still others were enslaved because they
sold themselves into slavery to escape
severe poverty in which they were in
danger of starving. Sometimes criminals
were condemned to be sold into slavery.
Of course, a person born to an enslaved
woman took the status of the mother and
was a slave. However, in no case was
slavery based on one’s race. It would be
the various powers that colonized the
New World that either enslaved Native
people or looked to Africa as a source of
slaves. They came to associate slavery
with persons of color.
Why were Indians (and yes,
Indians were held as slaves in 12 of the
original 13 colonies) and to an even
greater extent persons kidnapped out of
Africa and their descendants deemed
worthy of being slaves? Sadly, our slave
holding ancestors decided that non-whites
were inherently inferior to whites and had
been condemned by God to servile status.
Biblical passages were used and misused
to support these theories as well as ideas
drawn from other sources. By deciding
that persons of color were inferior, the
foundation was laid for the racism that
still haunts the United States and many
other countries as well. Non-whites, even
those whose ancestors were never held as
slaves, still bump against racist attitudes
that assume that anyone who is not of
European descent is somehow inferior
and unworthy. Jews and some people of
Eastern European ancestry also bump into
such hateful attitudes. In fact, some
people do not consider Jews to be white.
Holy Innocents was founded by
slave holders. At least some of the work
needed to construct the original wood
frame church that preceded our present
brick church building was done by
enslaved people. That meant that the
original costs of building the first church
were reduced because much of the labor
was unpaid. However, despite the racism
that under pinned American Slavery, both
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enslaved persons and free blacks were
welcomed as members of the Church of
the Holy Innocents prior to Emancipation
and that continued to be the case after the
Civil War ended.
Those who had
worshipped together before the war
continued to do so. In fact, Claudia
Watkins Hunter, who wrote the parish
history published in 1965 states that at all
times in its history Holy Innocents had
African American members right up to
the time she was writing. Based on my
own research, this appears to be correct.
Even after a predominately African
American congregation was organized in
Henderson, some African American
families continued to worship and be
welcome at Holy Innocents.

Parish News…
Charlie Vaughn

Wednesday Services
The Rev. Donald Lowery

Youth group has rebooted now that
schedules have died down a bit. We are
planning fun things ahead, stay tuned!

Holy Communion Service will be
held on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
Lenten Services— As in several
years past, the Lenten Program mentioned
in the lead article will be held on
Wednesdays after the 5:30 p.m. service.
The program will begin around 6:15 p.m.
Folks who would like to attend the service
but not the program may leave at the end
of the service. Those who cannot make
the service but are interested in the
program may drop in at 6:15 p.m.

Adult Bible Study on Sundays
Adult Bible Study will continue on
Sundays from 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. †
Visit us on Facebook
Betsy Seifert, President

We have complete parish records
dating back to 1842. They are a treasure
trove for genealogical researchers both
African American and White. During
Lent, my program, after the Wednesday
Communion Service, is going to focus on
two aspects of slavery amongst
Episcopalians. I will begin with a visit to
our own historic records. Then, we will
use a video, broken down into segments
entitled, “Traces of the Trade” which
explores the DeWolfe family of Rhode
Island. They were staunch members of
the Episcopal Church and produced many
clergy including bishops. They were also
one of the largest slave traders in the
United States who actively imported
blacks from Africa and the Caribbean to
sell to the plantations of the South. I am
doing this program at the request of
several parishioners and also as part of
“Becoming the Beloved Community” that
seeks to overcome all racism and
prejudice and replace with the Love of
Jesus Christ. If some of this seems
familiar, it is because we did a similar
program a number of years ago at the
behest of Bishop Curry. †
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On Tuesday, February 25th, we had a lively and interesting ECW meeting
in the Ladies’ Parlor. Our guest, Gail Washington, shared information with us about
the Boys & Girls Clubs of North Central North Carolina, which includes Vance
County, Granville County, Warren County, Halifax County and Franklin County.
In the following photo she is shown with Betsy Seifert who presented her with a
check from our bazaar proceeds to support the Boys & Girls Club.

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 24 th at 10:00 a.m. in the
Ladies’ Parlor. We will discuss our plans for the lunch during Holy Week that
we’ll be preparing and serving after the noon Holy Week Community Service at the
First United Methodist Church.
Please plan to join us for this very important
meeting! †
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VESTRY News ...

Vestry Retreat
The Rev. Donald Lowery

Roberta Scott
Rix Edwards
Bo Cheatham

Tom Church, Porter Shaw
The Rev. Donald Lowery, Charlie Vaughn

Craig Clodfelter
Tracy Madigan
Richard Davis

Senior Warden (Tom Church) , Junior Warden (Bo Cheatham,) Vestry Clerk (Roberta Scott)

We had an excellent Vestry retreat at the Henderson Country Club on February 21 and 22, 2020. The Friday evening portion
was devoted to the routine business of the parish. Saturday, we focused on the threats and opportunities facing our parish as we
move into the future. The Vestry chose some areas of emphasis for 2020 as follows:
* The Ushers do an excellent job but we need more. We want to recruit more ushers and assist our excellent head Usher,
Greg Taylor, as he coordinates this ministry.
* Many of you are aware we ended the year with a deficit budget and began 2020 with insufficient pledges to finance the
New Year. Our treasurer Bob Nelson and the finance committee found the funds needed to clear up the deficit and fund the parish
budget for the New Year. We want to strengthen our stewardship to avoid future deficits.
* Membership and participation are a cause for concern. We cleaned the parish rolls and declared 50 persons inactive. That
does throw them off the rolls of the parish but means they are no longer included in the count when we tally membership. If they
return to active involvement, we will restore them to the account. Many declared inactive were from the Latino congregation where
I baptized a child, making that baby a member of the parish, but whose parents never became involved. We had a net drop in membership for the second year in a row. Some of the drop included folks who died. Church attendance is in decline as well. Fifteen
years ago our average Sunday Attendance was 88 and stayed that way for years. This past year our average Sunday Attendance was
66. One bright spot is that our attendance at the Wednesday service is increasing. We want to encourage new membership and
active attendance by all who consider Holy Innocents’ their spiritual home.
* Sadly, security is an issue. We continue to have petty theft. We have managed to secure the offerings from the 8:00 and
10:30 services but the 12:30 offering continues to be stolen from time to time. We are also concerned about the general security of
the parish in times when there have been violent attacks on churches and synagogues. We also want to address lighting issues so
that entering and leaving the church for evening events is as safe as possible.
It was busy weekend. We worked hard and now have even more work to do to implement the areas of focus we set for
ourselves as parish leaders. †
This year’s Vestry Committee assignments are as follows:
Finance —Tom Church, Bob Nelson, Tracy Madigan, Craig Clodfelter & Marsha Nelson
Stewardship—Bo Cheatham & Roberta Scott
Building & Grounds—Richard Davis, Bo Cheatham, Rix Edwards & Tom Church
Elder Care —Rix Edwards
Worship—Porter Shaw & Nancy Whitt
Outreach —Charlie Vaughn
Parish Life—Tracy Madigan
Preschool—Rix Edwards, Caroline Burnette, Sarah Paynter, Don Lowery & Bob Nelson
Preschool Liaison—Charlie Vaughn
ECW Liaison—Roberta Scott
Info provided by The Rev. Donald Lowery & Roberta Scott —Photo by Bob Nelson
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Bob Nelson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report

Amazon Smile is a branch of the regular Amazon.com site, except all of the
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are asking parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that
will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your
contribution without additional expense. †
Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227
For questions or help, visit http://smile.amazon.com/about
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Altar Flower Chart
Frank Madigan

The 2020 Altar Flowers sign up
chart is located in the Tower and there are
still dates available for this year. Please
check the chart and help us fill the empty
dates so our beautiful Altar will not be
without flowers or greens. †

Church Usage
Document
Monday
Motion - Zumba

6:00 to 8:00

Tuesday
NA (Bottoms Up)

7:00 to 8:00

Wednesday
NA (Bottoms Up)

7:00 to 8:00

Thursday

Danza”Virgin Mary Dance” 6:00

Chaps Tiny Tutu’s
Marsha Nelson, Chair
Wolfe Committee

If you are interested in applying
for a 2020-2021 Wolfe scholarship for
college, you can contact the church
office in April for Wolfe application
form or download the form from our
church website at:
(www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org).
The scholarship link is located
under the program tab.
If you are currently receiving
a Wolfe Scholarship, you will receive
a renewal application form via email
in April. The renewal form is also
available to download from our church
website.
Completed applications are due
back to the church office or via return
email by the May 1 deadline. The
Wolfe Scholarship Committee will meet
in May to select recipients for next year.

Christian symbol

(Great Hall)

Friday
Motion (Zumba)
Counseling Group

Saturday
NA (Bottoms Up)
Sunday
EYC

to 9:00
6:15 to 7:15

6:00 to 8:00
6:30 to 8:00
Noon
5:00 until..

*All meetings are held in Lower Hall,
unless noted otherwise.

Note from the Editor...

Marsha Nelson

april

Newsletter
deadline
MARCH 24

th

Please submit any
newsletter items either to the church office
or e-mail them to

MJNELSON@nc.rr.com

St. Patrick used the shamrock to
teach people about the Godhead. Holding up a shamrock, he challenged them,
“Is this one leaf, or three?” Inevitably,
people replied that it was both, prompting St. Patrick to draw the analogy that
so, too, is God: One God in three Persons—the Holy Trinity. †
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Printed copies of the newsletter are located
in the Bell Tower for your convenience.
There is a link to both current and past issues
of our newsletter on the church website at
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org

March 2020
Schedule of Events
Choir Weekly Practice Schedule
Parish Choir
— Sun. at 9:30 AM
Sunday - March 1 (LENT 1)
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:45 AM –10:15 AM, Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Wednesday – March 4
5:30 PM, Holy Communion &
6:15 PM, Lenten Program
Sunday – March 8 (Lent 2)
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:45 AM –10:15 AM, Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Wednesday – March 11
5:30 PM, Holy Communion &
6:15 PM, Lenten Program
Sunday – March 15 (Lent 3)
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:45 AM –10:15 AM, Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Wednesday – March 18
5:30 PM, Holy Communion &
6:15 PM, Lenten Program
Sunday – March 22 (Lent 4)
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:45 AM –10:15 AM, Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Tuesday – March 24
10:00 AM, ECW/Tabitha (Ladies Parlor)
Wednesday – March 25
5:30 PM, Holy Communion &
6:15 PM, Lenten Program
Sunday – March 29 (Lent 5)
8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
9:45 AM –10:15 AM, Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist --Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
All services are conducted in the
Church, unless otherwise noted.
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Remember In
Your Prayers

Birthdays

Special Dates

Pray for Healing and Comfort:

Annette Roberson ............................ 3/01
Mary Beth Parish ............................ 3/04
Sarah Rose Parish............................ 3/04
John Stevenson …………………. . 3/04
Scott Brinkley……………………. .3/04
Caroline Burnette………………… 3/06
Robin Scott Williams……………...3/08
Barbara Madigan ............................. 3/15
Jordan Williamson .......................... 3/22
Mildred Kimball .............................. 3/23
Hunter Roberson ………...……....3/29
Linda Shaw ….…..……………......3/31

Megan Jones, Jane Carnes, Stephanie
White, Deuce Slater, Doug Merritt, Don
Smith, Kimberly Hunter Hartness, Ann
Ellis, Trayce Wheless, Barbara Collins,
Barbara Madigan, Melody Shearin, Mary
Shearin, Meghan Bunn, Veneal Williams,
William Stancil, Thomas Stancil, Sheila
Roberts, Berkeley Ellis, Graham Cawthorne, Bo Jones, Michael Smith, Rose
Flannagan, Scott Brinkley, Theo, Joyce
Shoe, Porter Shaw, Mary Collier and
Anne Almand.

Anniversaries
Mildred & D. Boyd Kimball ........... 3/01
Annette & Tommy Roberson .......... 3/26



First Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2020



World Day of Prayer
March 6, 2020



Daylight-Saving Time begins
March 8, 2020



Second Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2020



T hird S u nd a y i n Le n t
March 15, 2020



First Day of Spring
March 19, 2020



Fo urt h S u nd a y i n Le n t
March 22, 2020



Fi ft h S u nd a y i n Le nt
March 29, 2020

March 8,2020

MARCH Unified Serving Schedule
~
MAR

COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE ~

bearers

acolytes

crucifer

layreader/
chalice bearer

ushers

altar
guild

FLOWERS

1

Kaitlyn Paynter
Jack Paynter

8:00 am - Rick Palamar
10:30 am - Ruth Hartness

Butch Gray
Richard Davis

Anora Rainey

Anne Bliss

8

Chap Burnette
Beau Burnette

8:00 am - Rix Edwards
10:30 am - Nick Long

Butch Gray
Cole Whitt
Richard Davis

Shirley Young

Roberta Scott

15

Tucker Olmert
Brennan Olmert
LC Olmert

8:00 am - Tracy Madigan
10:30 am - Caroline
Burnette

Butch Gray
Cole Whitt
Richard Davis

Shirley Young

Marsha & Bob
Nelson

22

Tucker Olmert
Brennan Olmert
LC Olmert

8:00 am - Bob Nelson
10:30 am - Tom Church

Butch Gray
Cole Whitt
Richard Davis

Mariana Davis

Lisa Miravalle

Kaitlyn Paynter
Jack Paynter

8:00 am - Greg Taylor
10:30 am - Nancy Whitt

Mariana Davis

Anne Bliss

29

Butch Gray
Cole Whitt
Richard Davis

NOTE: IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO LAYREAD AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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Tracy Madigan, Chair
Parish Life Committee
The Vestry hosted the parish at the
annual Shrove Tuesday pancake
supper February 25th in the Lower
Hall. Each member of the Vestry
provided sausage and bacon for the
event. The Hartness family provided the delicious pancake mix and
Tom and Gillie Church made sure
we had plenty of butter and syrup
to enhance our pancakes. Keith
Aiken and Frank Madigan set up
the tables as well as set the tables!
Tracy Madigan decorated the
tables with Mardi Gras beads and
masks in commemoration of Fat
Tuesday. All of the Vestry members assisted in the kitchen with the
meal preparation and serving the
meal. Chefs Richard Davis, Bo
Cheatham, and Tom Church
manned the griddles.

Shrove Tuesday is the day before
Ash Wednesday. Its origins can be
traced back centuries deriving
from the word “shrive”, which is
an archaic verb that means to hear
a confession. The day is celebrated
by Christians around the world as
the last feast before Lent. It is a
day of forgiveness and feasting on
pancakes. Pancakes are associated
with the day preceding lent,
because they are a way to use up
rich foods such as eggs, milk, and
sugar before the fasting season of
the 40 days of Lent. Shrove Tuesday is also associated with Mardi
Gras, or a translation thereof. It is
a carnival day, the last day of “fat
eating” or “gorging” before the
fasting period of Lent. We had 27
parishioners attend this year’s supper. Father Don blessed the meal
and then everyone enjoyed the
camaraderie and good eats!
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PHONE: 252-492-0904
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
210 South Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC 27536

The Church of the Holy Innocents

All are welcome to join us as
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship.
May our love and respect for one another be
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..

