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The Merry Month of
May
How swiftly time flies, how
quickly we find ourselves in Spring. I
for one, face this season with great hope.
As more and more people receive
vaccination against COVID-19 we may
be reaching a positive turning point with
fewer new infections. The governor has
indicated that come early summer,
probably June, some restrictions will be
lifted and the requirement that we wear
masks will be made less burdensome,
though not completely eliminated. God
willing, this terrible virus will run its
course and individually and corporately
we will be able to move on with our
lives in positive ways.
Our lives as a parish will continue
to improve in various areas, though

some restrictions will remain. We will
still need to wear masks inside at church.
I hope this will be lifted in June.
Wednesday Communion Services have
resumed. The first Wednesday in May
will include healing prayers. The one
difference will be that for the time being
I will not be anointing the sick as that
requires both close proximity and the
touching of the forehead. These changes
are permitted by the rubrics (i.e.,
ceremonial directions) for that service.
However, as noted above, as we move
into summer, I hope we can return to our
normal procedures. It has been our
custom to have a picnic jointly with the
Spanish Language part of our
congregation on Pentecost.
Though
things are improving, I think it prudent
not to hold this event this year.
However, we will resume this time for
fellowship in the future. I particularly
enjoy the BBQ turkey provided
by Richard Davis and the Tamales
provided by Ana Ortiz. Truly, it is the
best of two worlds, a veritable
gastronomic celebration of our common
faith.
Differences in culture and
language become cause for celebration
when we are united in a common faith in
the Risen Lord Jesus.

Easter is not just a day but entire
fifty-day season. The final day of Easter
is the Feast of Pentecost. I would
encourage everyone who has an article
of red clothing to wear it on May 23rd,
which is Pentecost. Red symbolizes the
fire and power of the Holy Spirit which
fills all God’s people by virtue of their
baptism and faith in Jesus. It is the
Risen Lord’s outpouring of his gift on
his people. It is strength and wisdom for
living and serving the Lord. It is the
promise of eternal life. Pentecost is
sometimes called “The Birthday of the
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Church” because on this day the church,
empowered by the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, begins its mission to preach the
whole gospel to the whole world to the
end of time. The church is not simply an
institution, it is a gathering of individual
believers for worship and service. You
and I, each one of us, comprises part of
the church and we are sent out in the
power of the Holy Spirit to make a
difference in the world by our individual
service.
One of the people present at that
outpouring of the Holy Spirit was the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of our
Lord Jesus. I cannot imagine the personal
agony she experienced as her precious son
suffered agony and death on the cross.
Even more I cannot imagine the
inexpressible joy when her son rose from
the dead. It is customary to give special
honor to Mary in the month of May. We
rejoice that she said yes to God’s plan and
bore our Savior into the world. We stand
in amazement at the life transforming
ministry of Jesus to which she was a
witness. Her agony at Jesus betrayal,
death and burial burdens our hearts as
well. With Mary we rejoice in the
resurrection of Jesus and receive into our
hearts the Power of Holy Spirit.

May is a Merry Month indeed.
Rejoice in the hope we are given as we
live our lives as disciples of Jesus, our
Risen Lord. †

Betsy Seifert, President

Choir Weekly Practice Schedule
(NA)

Attention all ECW Members!
The ECW will meet at 10:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, May 25h in the Great Hall.
We will discuss various topics of interest
to our group. Please plan to join us for our
first and last meeting before summer
break.
(We will not meet during the months of
June, July and August.) †

Honoring Our Graduates
M. Nelson

Do you have a special person
graduating from high school or college this
year?
If so, we’d love for you to share
their accomplishments with us so that we
can include them in an article in the June
issue of our newsletter.
Please include the following information: your graduate’s name, school,
relationship to you (child , niece, nephew),
and photo (if you’d like to have one
included). Contact Marsha Lougee in
the church office at 252-492-0904 or
email your information by May 24th to:
hinnocents1783@ gmail.com †

Altar Guild News

Parish News…

Wednesday Communion Service
has resumed. We are still required to
wear masks and maintain social distance.
The First Wednesday in May (May 5th)
will include prayers for the Healing
Service but will not have the customary
anointing with oil. †
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Sunday – May 2
08:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

Wednesday– May 5
5:30 PM, Healing Service
& Communion Service
Sunday – May 9
08:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

Wednesday– May 12
5:30 PM, Communion Service
Sunday – May 16
08:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

Wednesday– May 19
5:30 PM, Communion Service
Sunday – May 23
08:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio
Tuesday – May 25
10:30 AM, ECW (Great Hall)

Shirley Young

The Rev. Donald Lowery

May
Schedule of Events

Now that the Wednesday evening
Communion Service has resumed , we
need to make sure that when our committee is on duty, we should have the Altar
set up and ready for the service.
Be on lookout for card from Janet
White which contains info about when
you are scheduled for duty.
Welcome back to The Church of the
Holy Innocents. †

Wednesday– May 26
5:30 PM, Communion Service
Sunday – May 30
08:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio

All services are conducted in the
Church, unless otherwise noted.
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Treasurer’s

Bob Nelson, Treasurer

Report

Note from the Editor...

Marsha Nelson

Summer

Amazon Charitable Donations

(June/July/August)

Newsletter items are due:

May 25th

Please submit any
newsletter items either to the
church office or e-mail them to
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
For your convenience, copies of the newsletter are available on our church website.

Amazon Smile is a branch of the regular Amazon.com site, except all of the
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are
asking parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link
that will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your
contribution without additional expense. †
Charity link address: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227

Thanks for your support!
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Birthdays
Nancy Whitt ....................................5/03
Jason Elliott .....................................5/04
Graham Monteith ............................5/06
Emmanuel Ellis……………………5/06
Dianne Floyd ...................................5/08
Richard Young …………………....5/08
Ann Ellis..........................................5/10
Barbara Hight ..................................5/10
Kirk Elliott ………………………..5/12
Betsy Catlett ....................................5/18
Brenda Wester……………………..5/19

Remember In
Your Prayers
Pray for Healing and Comfort:
Cynthia Shaw
Melody Shearin
Mary Shearin
Veneal Williams
Bill Mast
Rose Flannagan

Special Dates







Anniversaries

Na tio na l Da y o f Pra y e r
Ma y 6 , 2 0 2 1
M o ther’s Da y
Ma y 9 , 2 0 2 1
As ce ns io n o f t he Lo rd
Ma y 1 3 , 2 0 2 1
Ar me d Fo rc es Da y
Ma y 1 5 , 2 0 2 1
Pente co st
Ma y 2 3 , 2 0 2 1
M e mo r ia l Da y
Ma y 3 1 , 2 0 2 1

Altar Flowers

Susann & Kirk Elliott ..………….. 5/11
Katherine & Scott Williamson ........5/15
Betsy & Donald Seifert ...................5/21
Jean & Rick Palamar .......................5/25
Sofia & Harrison Ford .....................5/29



Roberta Scott

5/02



Greg & Kathy Taylor

5/09



Donald & Betsy Seifert

5/16



TBD

5/23



Porter & Linda Shaw

5/30

MAY Unified Serving Schedule
MAY

acolytes

ushers

layreader/
chalice bearer

Altar guild

Craig Clodfelter

Mike Rainey
Tracy Madigan
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8:00 am - Bob Nelson
10:30 am - Roberta Scott

Anora Rainey’s Committee

Mike Rainey
Tracy Madigan

8:00 am - Tracy Madigan
10:30 am - Linda Shaw

Shirley Young’s Committee

Craig Clodfelter

8:00 am - Greg Taylor
10:30 am - Nick Long

Shirley Young’s Committee

Craig Clodfelter

8:00 am - Rix Edwards
10:30 am - Richard Davis

Mariana Davis’s Committee

Craig Clodfelter

8:00 am - Ruth Hartness
10:30 am - Linda Shaw

Mariana Davis’s Committee

Craig Clodfelter
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16

23

30

Mike Rainey
Tracy Madigan

Mike Rainey
Tracy Madigan

Mike Rainey
Tracy Madigan

NOTE: IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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Flowers in the Memorial Garden
Tracy Madigan
Have you ever wished you could place flowers on the “grave” of a loved one or special friend inured in the
Columbarium? A bit difficult since their ashes are in the brick wall. Now, thanks to the thoughtfulness of Anne
Bliss, we may place flowers in the Memorial Garden. Anne partnered with Frank Madigan and came up with a
design for a flower planter to go on the Altar in the Memorial Garden. Frank handcrafted the wooden planter
and Hunter Roberson provided a liner.
The planter box is decorated with the Chi Rho symbol, like that on some of our Altar hangings, and the message
“May all resting here, rest in God’s loving care”. Parishioners may place cut flowers, potted plants or even
florists’ arrangements in the planter. †

~Photos by Madigan • Bliss • Nelson ~
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PHONE: 252-492-0904
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
210 South Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC 27536

The Church of the Holy Innocents

All are welcome to join us as
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship.
May our love and respect for one another be
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord.

