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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

So many things for which to Give 
Thanks 

 

November is always a month in 
which we are called to give thanks.  
Americans have celebrated thanksgiving 
in November at least since the dark days 
of the American Civil War when 
Abraham Lincoln decreed a national day 
of Thanksgiving in the midst of the 
bloodiest conflict in the history of our 
nation.  Prior to that Americans held, 
according to local custom, days of 
thanksgiving in the autumn, first in 
Virginia by members of the Church of 
England at Berkeley Hundred on 
December 4, 1619 and then later at 
Plymouth Plantation in Massachusetts in 
November of 1621.  In both cases the 
settlers were continuing the European 
custom of offering thanks to God for the 
safe completion of the fall harvest.  The 

native peoples of the Americas also had 
a custom of giving thanks to God when 
the corn harvest was safely stored 
against future need.  From the time of 
the Civil War to our own day, the 
president has designated a Thursday in 
November for the people of our nation of 
give thanks for Godôs continual mercy 
and provision for our necessities. 

This year is also the hundredth 
anniversary of the Armistice that ended 
the fighting in World War One.  Though 
negotiations leading to a peace treaty 
would continue for six months, the 
actual fighting stopped by an agreed 
armistice in November 11, 1918, the 
famed 11/11/18.  World War One 
literally shaped the world in which we 
live.  During that War, Russians, weary 
of the brutal conflict, held not one but 
two revolutions.  One ended the Tsarist 
monarchy to be replaced by a short lived 
attempt at democracy while the second 
resulted in the Communists 
overthrowing the democratic Duma and 
replacing it with a Marxist-Socialist 
dictatorship.  In the Middle East, the 
Ottoman Empire of the Turks was 
dismantled by the French and the 
English.  Modern Turkey, Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Saudi Arabia 
emerged from the defeat of the Turks 
and the Jewish People were promised a 
national homeland in Arab Palestine 
though this promise was not fulfilled 
until 1948.  If those names sound 
familiar and bring to mind ongoing 
conflict, you are correct.  The British and 
the French divided up the Middle East 
without regard for ethnic and religious 
divisions and promised Palestine to the 
Arabs who already lived there and the 
Jews who were seeking to renew their 
ancient nation.  One author described 
what was done in the Middle East as the 
ñPeace to end all Peaceò and that seems 
to be true.  The seeds were also laid for  
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Preschool.  The  generosity  of  this  
congregation not only pays the staff and 
the utilities but also enables us to use our 
buildings as tools for outreach.  I brag 
about Holy Innocents at every 
opportunity as a loving congregation 
with a generous heart.  Please be as 
generous as your circumstances permit 
as we build our budget for 2019.     À                                                             

Thanksgiving  Service  

      
      
      The Rev. Donald Lowery
      
 After consulting the folks who 
generally attend the Thanksgiving Day 
Service we have made the decision to 
celebrate Holy Communion for 
Thanksgiving on the Wednesday evening 
before at 5:30 p.m..  This enables people 
to be with family on Thanksgiving Day 
while attending to cooking and other 
duties required to keep the feast.     À 

      
                                            M Nelson 

       Our HI-Impact Youth Group, under 
the guidance of Charlie Vaughn, is 
having a carving  good time!! 

                                 

                                        

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photos provided by Charlie Vaughn) 

Click here to view our HI-IMPACT 
FACEBOOK PAGEð 

 

 

 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 

The  Annual  Congregational 
Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
November 18, 2018 immediately after the 
10:30 a.m. service.  Because the Cons-
titution and Canons of the Diocese do not 
permit early or proxy voting one must be 
in attendance to vote for new vestry 
members.  For this reason there will be no 
8:00 a.m. service on November 18th. 

Nominations to Serve on Vestry  
 

Members of the congregation may 
nominate folks to serve on the Vestry.  To 
serve on the Vestry one must be a 
confirmed communicant in good standing.  
That means one must have been 
confirmed in the Episcopal Church, 
received from another denomination, or 
transferred into the parish from another 
Episcopal Church or a denomination with 
whom the Episcopal Church is full 
communion (Evangelical Lutherans or 
Moravians).  One must also receive 
communion three times a year and be 
donor of record (donations made in a way 
that the treasurer knows one has donated)  
to the parish within the last year.  It is also 
necessary to ascertain that the person so 
nominated is willing to serve.  While it is 
best to turn in such nominations before the 
annual congregational meeting, nomi-
nations may be made from the floor as 
long as the above requirement are met.  À 

Stewardship            
                           The Rev. Donald Lowery  

 

A thankful heart is a generous 
heart.  In November the Stewardship 
Committee will distribute both a proposed 
budget for 2019 and pledge cards.  Our 
buildings are old and require a 
considerable sum to keep in good repair 
and the utilities operating.  Yet, we also 
share what we have in ñA Ministry of 
Buildingsò which blesses others in our 
community.  We host Narcotics 
Anonymous, Boy Scouts with an 
emphasis on reaching at risk boys, a 
sexual abuse survivors group, a dance 
class for young girls who might not 
otherwise be able to take dance and 
special events for charitable organizations 
in Henderson and Vance County. Of 
course, we should not forget our thriving 

the emergence of a dictator like Hitler 
because of the harsh terms imposed in 
Germany which left the country 
economically crippled and polarized 
politically.  Did I mention the Austro-
Hungarian Empire was also dismantled? 
This led to the creation of Austria, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and what 
would become Yugoslavia.  Poland also 
regained its independence, reuniting the 
portions of the country that had been 
divided amongst the Prussians, the 
Austrians and the Russians in the 
1790ôs.  In many ways, the world as we 
know it emerged from World War  One 
and conflicts in the middle east and the 
recent ones in the Balkans were in part 
of a result of decisions made then. 

After reading that paragraph, 
would you agree that history is messy?  
Yet, our good God has not abandoned 
his people.  Europe is mostly at peace.  
The Middle East remains a fountain of 
conflict yet there are people of good will 
working to find a just solution that 
allows Israelis and Arabs, Jews, 
Christians and Moslems to live in peace.  
The harvests are still safely brought in 
for the provision of our necessity and the 
care of those in need.  People give of 
themselves to help rebuild after 
catastrophes like the hurricanes that have 
ravaged our nation and the earthquake 
and tsunami as well as the typhoons that 
struck South East Asia.  As long as there 
are people who sincerely seek to love 
those in need wherever need is found 
around the world and help people rebuild 
their lives, we have cause to give thanks 
to God.  God gives us strength, courage 
and wisdom to respond to a world in 
crisis.  À 
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The Rev. Donald Lowery 

                      

Wednesday Communion     

          Holy Communion will be held at 
5:30 p.m.  each Wednesday  of the 
month with the first Wednesday 
including the Healing Service.   All are 
welcome to join us.  À 
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                                     The Deaconõs   Bench 

                                               
                                                                                                           By the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 

    

 

        

 

I thought that since this issue of our newsletter would  be out  just before the upcoming elections that the 
following words of our  Presiding Bishop were worth some reflection as we Christians go to the polls. 

 

 

 

 

 

ñIôm concerned when I donôt hear other religious leaders standing up for immigrants in our country being 
treated with justice and decency. Iôm concerned when I donôt hear Christian leaders advocating vociferously for the 
reunification of parents and children at our borders.ò 

ñIôm concerned when I donôt hear religious leaders advocating for children to be number one on the social 
agenda of this country. Iôm concerned when I hear silence from religious leaders after the Ku Klux Klan and neo-
Nazis marched through the streets of Charlottesville. Iôm not hearing Jesus of Nazareth when I hear that silence.ò 

ñWe as Christian leaders must speak up and bear witness to the values that we hold based on the teachings of 
Jesus. And when we fail to do so, weôve failed to represent the Christian faith in the public sphere.ò 

Read Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry's full interview with The Guardian. 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

THE  BRINKLY REPORT 
 

 Scott was finally able to have the long needed surgery performed, having both his gall bladder and  appendix     
removed.  We are now hopeful that he will be able to go on and find steady work.  We would like to thank each and 
everyone of you for your prayers and  support.  Please do  however  remember  Scott and the  children a s we move 
forward into the season of Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
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https://www.facebook.com/PBMBCurry/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARDR4Xj1_NlLRFEZ83qTINzYwa-XJYXLFjLXUBeJq7T5JPuWiQlbl4L-VYo9UVZ-FfqiyKWlyBreSg8F&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB6vz48n9mLuc3Yozyu8NjovDu_ceLnqOVDDGLV9w6td5VykIUUpQKpGJMn3kq1Cp8XLrq9DB3dGmZLmYjeGlzRI87sHl
https://www.facebook.com/PEI.Guardian/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARDioae2Saf09f2JQC-dnIEduiEUY4xseaFmITWFCZmiJ_qFQrZJBZhCMo5TdslhSiaR_haVnT5Ds-ZW&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB6vz48n9mLuc3Yozyu8NjovDu_ceLnqOVDDGLV9w6td5VykIUUpQKpGJMn3kq1Cp8XLrq9DB3dGmZLmYjeGlzRI87
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 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Amazon Smile is a branch of the  regular Amazon.com site, except all of the   
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate İ% 
of the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are 
asking parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link 
that will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that 
you wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to 
your contribution without additional expense.   À 

 Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227 

  For   questions   or   help,   visit   http://smile.amazon.com/about  or   email   
Hunter Roberson  at:     hroberson@robcomfg.com  
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