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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Preserving the Past  while 
Ministering in the Present and 

Making Provision for the Future   

On the second Sunday of this 
month, that is, October 9, 2016, we will 
hold our annual Homecoming Service at 
Old St. John’s in Williamsborough.  This 
Church was built in 1773 when what 
would become The Episcopal Church 
was still the Church of England in the 
American Colonies.  After the American 
Revolution, the congregation became part 
of The Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, which was the successor to 
the Church of England in our newly 
independent nation.  Sadly, the town of 
Williamsborough went into terminal 
decline after the War Between the States 
and congregation was closed in 1901.  
However, successive generations of 
Episcopalians in North Carolina worked 
to preserve this historic building. 
Numerous Revolutionary leaders wor- 
shipped at St. John’s including William 

Continued page 2 

Penn, signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, Richard Henderson who 
settled parts of Kentucky and Tennessee 
with help from Daniel Boone and his son 
Leonard Henderson, an early Justice on 
the North Carolina Supreme Court.  
Because of careful provision by past 
generations, this historic building is 
preserved as the notable historic 
landmark that it is.  Old St. John’s is our 
mother church.  The founders of Holy 
Innocents’ and of St. Stephen’s in 
Oxford were members of St. John’s.  
Holy Innocents’ in turn founded           
St. John’s North Henderson and St. 
Stephen’s founded St. Cyprian’s in 
Oxford.  So it is that four congregations 
can claim direct descent from the 
historic colonial parish.  We will gather 
at 11:00 a.m. for worship with pot luck 
lunch afterwards.  We will have the   
8:00 a.m. service at Holy Innocents’ but 
we will not have  the 10:30 a.m. or the 
12:30 p.m. service as these will be 
subsumed into the homecoming service.   

 

 

 

     

 

 

As the daughter of an historic 
church we face the some of the same 
challenges our ancestors did.  Finding 
the money for daily operations is one 
matter that must  be attended to year 
after year.  St. John’s was closed in    
part because Williamsborough declined 
to the point there were no longer       
enough folks to support the church.  I 
don’t anticipate that happening at     
Holy  Innocents’.   This  congregation  is  
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 consistently one of the most generous I 
have ever served.  The members of this 
parish love the church and are faithful in 
paying pledges and making offerings for 
the work we do together in the name of 
Christ.  As we prepare to enter pledge 
season, my prayer is that each member 
of the congregation will be as generous 
as current circumstances permit in giving 
to the budget for 2017.   

 

One might ask how old St. John’s 
has been maintained with no 
congregation.  For many years it sat 
neglected though a group of people who 
loved it kept an eye on the place.  There 
was an annual homecoming, a tradition 
we continue, as well as occasional 
weddings and funerals.  After World 
War II a group of concerned folks, both 
Episcopalians and Christians of other 
denominations who loved history, 
approached then Bishop Pennick asking 
him to intervene.  The Bishop hired the 
consulting architect for Colonial 
Williamsburg who verified the building 
was of great historical and architectural 
significance.  The good Bishop then 
appointed a committee and raised the 
money to restore the building.  Later, a 
large tract of land with Kerr Lake 
frontage was donated to Old St. John’s 
with the intent it be sold and an 
endowment be established with the 
proceeds.  This was done and that 
endowment, along with offerings at 
special services and other donations 
maintains that beautiful and historic 
building. 

 

The Vestry, I as Rector and other 
key leaders of the parish are working to 
build up the endowments of Holy 
Innocents’. Endowments currently sup-    
port various ministries of the church 
including outreach, music and some 
upkeep.  Our goal is to build up The 
Rev. John W.S. Davis Fund to the point 
it can provide an income to take care of 
major repairs and capital needs of the 
buildings we use for worship and 
service.  This will take pressure off the 
annual budget so that we can devote 
more money to meeting real human 
needs in our immediate community, the 
nation and the world.  

As you consider you pledge for 
this year, I ask you also to consider 
remembering Holy Innocents’ in your 

long range planning.  Some chose to 
leave a bequest by will. Others in the 
congregation have bought an extra 
insurance policy with Holy Innocents’ as 
beneficiary.  One can also leave other 
financial instruments to the church for 
present and future ministry.  By our 
pledges, we sustain the current ministry 
of the church.  By including the church 
in long range planning, we help 
guarantee the future ministry of our 
church as a place where Jesus is 
proclaimed by word and sacrament and 
real human needs are met because we 
love and serve our Lord.  †  

 

Parish News… 

 
 

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

The Youth Group will meet on 
the Sunday evenings of October as usual.  
We will gather at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Hughes House, eat a bite and then go on 
to  the youth room for activities.  †  

 

 
 
 
 

Clergy Conference and 
Wednesday Services 

      The Rev. Donald Lowery  

On October 3rd, 4th and 5th, our 
Deacon Harrel Johnson and I will attend 
the Fall Clergy Conference in Winston-
Salem.  Attendance is expected for all 
active clergy.  We will not have 
Wednesday service on October 5th.  For 
that reason, the next Wednesday we will 
have our Healing Service to replace the 
one lost.  The rest of the month we will 
follow our normal schedule of 
Wednesday Communion at 5:30 p.m.  †  

 
The Memorial Garden 

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

You may have noticed that the 
gate on the Memorial Garden now has a 
lock on it.  We have had some petty 
vandalism on the property and this 
measure was taken to protect what we 
consider as sacred.  Let me hasten to add 
that no damage was sustained by our 
Columbarium.  We will open the gate on  
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Sunday before the 8:00 a.m. service and 
during the week by request.  Please be 
patient with us as the Vestry and Rector 
and Deacon work to secure our property in 
safety with respect.   † 

  

St. Francis’ Day Pet Blessing 

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

 

 

 

 

 

We will bless our pets on Sunday, 
October 2 at 4:00 p.m.  in the Memorial 
Garden.  We celebrate the love we have  
for our pets by praying God’s blessings 
upon them.   † 

Acolyte Meeting      

                                  Yolanda Yoder  

Interested in becoming an acolyte?  
Want to brush up on the responsibilities 
or ask questions about what to do when? 

Our Acolyte training/review will be 
on Sunday, October 23rd at 4:00 p.m. in  
the church.  Following the training at   
5:00 p.m.  there will be a pizza party for 
all acolytes/servers/crucifers and youth at 
the Hughes House.   The Youth Group 
will then continue with its meeting after-
wards. 

 Come join us for the food and fun! † 

Diocesan Convention Deputies 

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

Diocesan Convention Deputies are 
invited to attend a pre-Convention    
meeting on  October 26th at 7:00 p.m. at       
St. Luke’s in Durham.  Fr. Don will not 
be able to attend because of his commit-
ment to the Usher’s Supper that night 
after the Wednesday Communion Ser-
vice.  Any of you who can attend are 
encouraged to travel to St. Luke’s which 
is located at the Intersection of Hillandale 
Road and I-85 in Durham.    † 

http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/photos2.html
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Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 



   OCTOBER  2016 

4 

October  2016     
Schedule of Events 

  Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed. at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir —  Sunday at  9:30 AM 

  
  
Sunday –  October  2 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

  
Wednesday –  October 5 

  5:30 PM,  No Service on schedule  

  
 
Sunday –  October 9 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

11:00 AM, Homecoming Service          

 —Service  at St. John’s— 

               in  Williamsboro     

                    
Wednesday –  October 12 

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion & Healing   

          Service   

    
Saturday-  October 15 

  9:00 AM, Harvest Bazaar  

                 (Great Hall)  

             
Sunday –  October 16 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

                             
           Wednesday–  October 19 

      5:30 PM, Holy Communion  

 
    Sunday –  October 23 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

  4:00 PM, Acolyte Meeting                  

               
Tuesday -  October 25 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies’ Parlor) 
                      

Wednesday –  October 26 

   5:30 PM, Holy Communion  

   6:00 PM, Usher Dinner                     

 
    Sunday –  October 30 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

 

All services are conducted in the 

Church, unless otherwise  noted. 

  

Printed copies of the newsletter are      
located in the Bell Tower for you if 
you have problems with email access. 
   
Current and past newsletter issues 
are available on our website at:    
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

  

 

 

 

The  first  ECW meeting this fall was  Tuesday,  September 13th at 10:00 a.m.  in  the Ladies’ 
Parlor.  This special meeting was held in addition to the regular meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 27th 
to plan the upcoming Harvest  Bazaar which  will be on Saturday, Oct. 15.  The Great Hall will 
be open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 pm. on Friday the 14th and 8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. on Saturday 
for receipt of  all items  before opening the doors for the public at 9:00 a.m. Saturday.   

This  year’s  bazaar   committee  contacts are:  Co-chairs, Margaret Williamson  & Marsha    
Nelson;  Frozen Foods, Shirley Young & Tracy Madigan; Baked Goods, Barbara Foster          
& Linda Shaw; Arts & Crafts, Margaret Williamson & Betsy Catlett; Raffle Tickets, Anne 
Ellis;  Tea Room,  Betsy  Seifert  &  Lisa Miravalle;  Advertising  &  Cashier, Marsha  Nelson.   

Any of these ladies will be happy to answer your questions concerning the Bazaar!    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting  
October 25 - 10:00 a.m. 

  Ladies’  Parlor 

 
 
 

Please  submit any      
news  items either to the  church  office or 
e-mail them to Marsha Nelson at:            
            MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 

Betsy Seifert, President                        
Shirley Young, V. President            

Ann Ellis, Secretary                          
Marsha Nelson, Treasurer           

Margaret Williamson, Vestry Liaison 

  Usher Dinner                                                
                                                                                               Greg Taylor  

 All   ushers  are  invited  for  dinner  at  our  church  following  the  5:30 p.m.  Holy  
Communion   Service   on  Wednesday  evening, October 26.   Please   mark    your  
calendar  for this special event!!   

  (Contact  me a t :  greg t@tarmaced .co m i f  you’re  in t eres t ed  in  ush er ing . )                                                                     

November Newsletter 
 Items Due October 24 

http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
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There is a wonderful scene in C.S. Lewis’s famous novel The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe where Lucy, the youngest of 
the children to cross into the magical world of Narnia, converses with Mr. Beaver. In this magical land of talking animals and evil 
queens, Lucy feels both wonder and fear after hearing about Aslan, the original Lion King, who rules over the lands of Narnia. Lucy 
inquires of Mr. Beaver, “Is he quite safe?” to which the industrious rodent replies with an air of indignation “Safe? Who said any-
thing about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe! But he’s good.” 

Much like Lucy wants to know that the ruler of her mystical realm of Narnia is safe, we want our God and our faith to be safe 
and comforting, making no great demands of our time or treasure. But if we pay close attention to our Gospel lessons, we quickly 
realize that Jesus is far from safe, but is always good and full of surprises.. God is not safe, but is always good, full of surprises and 
turns our world upside-down. 

This is not what many of the religious people of Jesus’ day signed up for and neither did we. We want a God who is just and 
fair. We want a God who is predictable and follows the rule of law. But instead, what Jesus points to is the realm of a God who seeks 
the wanderer, celebrates the lost, forgives the proud and repairs broken relationships. This is a God who is certainly not safe but is 
always good. 

Throughout the Bible, we are confronted with a God who takes our norms, our expectations, our perceptions and our precon-
ceived notions and turns them on their heads.  

Can you imagine if we, as a church, followed that advice? Can you imagine if we imitated God’s goodness instead of being safe? 
     •  What if, as a community of faith, we chose to offer forgiveness, love, and welcome anyone without conditions or requirements? 

     •  What if we welcomed everyone to feed from the richness of Christ’s table? 

    •  What if we shared the joy of our worship, fellowship, and companionship outside the walls of our church? 

    •  What if we became agents of love and mercy in our community? 

    •  What if we lived as people of resurrection in a Good Friday world?   

    •  What if we stopped worrying about what is safe and started doing what is good? 

How would our church be different? How would our worship be different? How would our relationships be different?  

Jesus invited his hearers to step out in faith and to see an outrageously generous God squander that generosity on each and 
every one of us.  Are we not called to do the same? It will certainly not be safe, but is good and God is good!  As followers of Jesus 
this is the God we proclaim. 

We proclaim a God who is always ready to overturn our understandings and widen our circles. Our society often prizes safety 
over welcome, fear over compassion, division over unity. We are sometimes too often willing to sacrifice love, compassion, and 
caring on the altar of safety. But God insistently and consistently points towards the good, and good is not always safe.  

Jesus in his life and ministry chose always to do the good at the risk of being safe. 
    •  Safe says, “Stick to what you know.” Good replies, “Put out into deep waters. Imagine the possibilities.” 

    •  Safe says, “Follow the rule of law.” Good replies, “Seek compassion and mercy.” 

    •  Safe says, “Keep score. Hold grudges.” Good replies, “Love your neighbor. Forgive.” 

    •  Safe says, “Worry about yourself” Good replies, “Consider the lilies of the field, the birds of the air.” 

    •  Safe says, “Take care of our own.” Good replies, “Just as you do to the least of these you do to me.” 

    •  Safe says, “Come down and we will believe.” Good replies, “Forgive them, they know not what they do.” 

    •  Safe says, “King of the Jews.” Good whispers, “Resurrection!” 

    •  Safe is tempting, but good is eternal. 

The Good News for us is that we follow in the footsteps of Jesus the good-doer. Those footsteps may lead us to places we may 
never dream or imagine we would go, but we go risking and knowing that God always walks with us, always forgives us, always 
loves  us.  God is good, all the time.  All the time, God is good!  Amen.    †  

 

                                                                                      
 

  

 If you haven’t already,  you will soon be hearing from a Vestry member about our project to assist the Brinkley family get 
back on their feet.  We have been successful in getting Scott a car so that he is able to get to work everyday. Some are even trying to 
help find him a job that might offer him a bit more security.  He is also now staying over in the Cooper house and we are working on 
trying to get the entire family together again under one roof.  The Vestry is asking each member to pledge toward a set goal of funds 
to further help them recover from the hospital bills and get back on their feet.  Some of you are asking about other ways to help out.  
New parents can always use baby items such as diapers, gift cards for formula, etc., and don’t forget the other children.  I am sure 
that they could use some new back- to- school clothes and supplies.  Scott is a very humble and grateful man so don’t be afraid to 
approach him and ask him what they need, and remember there is always room for more than one to sit on a Deacon’s Bench.  

 

 

THE  BELL  TOWER 

October 2016 

The Deacon’s   Bench 
               

by the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 

     The Brinkley Report 
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Nick Long ...................................... 10/01 
Janet White .................................... 10/01 
Tracy Madigan………………….. 10/01 
Bob Kittrell .................................... 10/02 
Anne Bliss ..................................... 10/03 
Marcia Hartness ............................. 10/09 
Lydia Rogers Byrd ........................ 10/09 
Don West ....................................... 10/14 
Porter Shaw………………………10/14 
Sofia Ford ...................................... 10/16 
Cady VanVenrooy………………. 10/16 
Mike Rainey .................................. 10/19 
Scott Williamson ........................... 10/19 
Kathleen Long ............................... 10/20 
Michael Roberson ......................... 10/22 
Mary Ann Johnson ........................ 10/22 
Frances Saunders ........................... 10/25 
Chick Young ................................. 10/27 
Rose Flannagan ............................. 10/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen & Steve Flannagan .............. 10/10 
 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless, Barbara 
Collins, Staci Barnett, Barbara Madigan, 
Melody Shearin, Carolyn Lowery, Mary 
Shearin, Meghan Bunn,  Francis Saunders, 
Vivie Drake, Lisa Adcock, C.G. Williams, 
Bobby Woodward, Bettie Cooper, Graham 
Shearin, Rorin Platt, Tommy Greenway, 
Hannah Youngblood, Marshall Cooper, 
Veneal Williams, Griselle Woodward,  
Tracy Clawson, Janet White, Stephen  

Nichols, David Adcock, John Foster, Bar-
bara Foster, Leonard Creech, Pamela 
Ainstead and Hut Wester. 

 

 

 

 

 World Communion Sunday  
        October  2 ,  2016  

•      Francis  o f Assis i —Friar ,  

        October  4 ,  2016  

 Saint  Luke—The Evangelist ,  
        October  18,  2016  

 Saint  James—of Jerusalem,  
        October 24,  2016   

 Saint  Simon & Saint  Jude —  
     Apostles,  
        October 28,  2016  

  Reformation Sunday  
        October 30,  2016  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Rix Edwards                        10/02 

 Cat & Steve Watkins           10/09 

  Margaret Williamson         10/16 

  Anora & Mike Rainey        10/23 

  Nancy & Cole Whitt           10/30 
  
      

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    

OCTOBER Unified Serving Schedule 

—COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE — 

Oct Bearers Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Vestry 
Greeter 

2  
Beau Burnette   
Chap Burnette 

Mary Beth  
Parish 

  8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Nick Long 

             

Tommy Roberson  
Michael Roberson 

Mariana 
Davis 

Ruth Hartness 

9 11:00am            
Old St. John’s    

11:00am                
Old St. John’s   

11:00am                
Lehman Ford  

  
  8:00am—Rick Palamar 
11:00am—Ruth Hartness 

                 

11:00am                
Old St. John’s   

 
  

Anora 
Rainey 

11:00am                
Old St. John’s  

16  
Tucker Olmert  

Brennan Olmert 
Genie Parish 

  8:00am—Lucy Gray 
10:30am—Richard Davis 

Tommy Roberson 
Michael Roberson 

Anora 
Rainey 

Hunter      
Roberson 

23  Jason Elliott AJ Holloway 
  8:00am—Rix Edwards 
10:30am—Tom Church 

Tommy Roberson 
Michael Roberson 

Shirley 
Young 

Porter Shaw 

30 Morning Prayer  
Sarah Rose 

Parish 
 8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Nancy Whitt 

Tommy Roberson 
Michael Roberson 

Shirley 
Young 

Catherine 
Olmert 

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN           
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

  Altar FlowersAltar Flowers  



October 15, 2016 

BAKED FOODS  
Brownies, Cookies, Cakes,         

Bread, Pies  &  more 
  

OTHER 
Homemade Preserves,  
BBQ Sauce & more 

  
RAFFLE 

for Country Ham & other 
Raffle tickets $1ea or 6 for $5 

 
TEA ROOM 

Sweets & Beverages 

ARTS & CRAFTS 
Knitted Items & 
Other Gift Items 

  
FROZEN FOODS 

 Casseroles, ECW Chili,      
Biscuits & more 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

         Episcopal  Church Women 

 Harvest Bazaar 

         9:00 A.M. - NOON 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net 
WEB: www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Cut  along the dotted line and share the below information with a friend…. 

  

 
 

 

 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

  

 

 

          HHaarrvveesst  Bt  Baazzaaaarr  

Saturday, October 15Saturday, October 15  

9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. --    NoonNoon  

    

I N V I T E   A   F R I E N D !I N V I T E   A   F R I E N D !  

 

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

