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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

Hope 

Starting at a personal level, I have 
to say that 2020 has been a difficult year.  
My mother died in January after a long 
decline into Alzheimer’s.  It was one of 
those moments that was both sad, for 
who can lose a loving parent without 
sorrow, and blessing as she was released 
from the ravages of that terrible 
condition.  Then the COVID-19 crisis 
descended on the entire world and our 
own community.  In this there is also the 
unexpected blessing that though several 
parishioners contracted the virus, all had 
mild cases and all recovered.  Then as 
most of you are aware, I had several 
strokes back in July.  Yet, again, there 
was blessing in that I have suffered no 
permanent impairment and I have 
become much more serious about eating 
in a healthier manner.  The result has 
been a dramatic improvement in “the 
numbers” when the lab at the medical 

Continued page 2 

practice checks my blood work.  I am 
grateful for attentive doctors and nurses.  
I am also grateful to God for his 
sustaining grace in discouraging times.  
My prayers have been important to me 
as has the reading of Holy Scripture.  
God cares for each and everyone of us 
and he will never abandon us.  That is 
not just theory of which I speak. It grows 
from my own personal experience as a 
Christian.   For at the end of the day, 
clergy are still human and like our 
parishioners we are called in the face of 
adversity to place our absolute trust in 
God. 

One of the great frustrations has 
been the closure of churches to 
traditional worship.  Yet, we did what 
we did in the hopes of helping to slow 
the spread of the pandemic and the 
knowledge we would reopen.  Guess 
what?  The word from our Bishops is 
that we can reopen, though on a limited 
basis and with some restrictions. 

On October 11, 2020, I intend, by 
God’s grace and with the consent of the 
Bishops to resume worship in the 
building of the Church of the Holy 
Innocents.  We will have 8:00 a.m., 
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. (in Spanish) 
services as is our custom.  Following are 
the restrictions that most apply: 

The maximum number of folks 
allowed in the building is 25.  This 
includes the folks helping to lead 
worship. 

 

Masks must be worn.  If any do 
not have a mask or forget it, I have 
masks at the church. 

We still can’t sing hymns because 
singing spreads more particulates than 
talking. I will preach, wearing a mask.  
To make sure folks are safe from my 

    Volume 15 — Number 10                                                         October 2020 

The 

 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 

210 South Chestnut Street 

Henderson, North Carolina  27536 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Telephone: 252-492-0904 

E-mail:  hinnocents@centurylink.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Church Web Site Address: 
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

         Visit us on Facebook                     

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Henderson-NC/Church-Of-The-Holy-Innocents/175373228013


  OCTOBER  2020 

particulates, the front pews will be roped 
off so as not to be used.  

Families may sit together as a 
group. However, each group and each 
individual must sit 6 feet from the next 
group or person.   

 

Hand Sanitizer should be used 
and is provided in the pews of the 
church. 

For the first two weeks, I am 
going to do the service without lay 
readers or acolytes.  Then, we will begin 
scheduling folks who are willing to serve 
as we grow towards a more normal 
situation.  This is mostly to satisfy my 
need to assure that we are moving 
forward in a safe manner. 

 

 

The Peace will be exchanged 
without physical contact.  A wave or the 
making of the old “peace sign” will 
suffice until the virus runs its course.  I 
would also add, I probably won’t panic 
if we “bump elbows” but please, no hugs 
or handshakes for the time being.   

Offering will not be collected in 
the traditional way.  Instead, plates will 
be placed at the front of the church on a 
small table where monies and envelopes 
can be placed and ushers will be asked to 
use hand sanitizer when they count what 
is collected. 

This will be hard, but while 
communion will be celebrated, folks will 
NOT be asked to come to the altar rail 
and kneel.  Instead, we will receive 
communion in what some friends call 
“The Roman Catholic style.”  I will 
bring the consecrated bread down to the 
bottom of the choir steps.  I will use 
hand sanitizer before placing the bread 
in worshipper’s hands. Communicants 
will line up, with appropriate distance 
from the next worshipper, and receive 
the consecrated bread, that is, the Body 
of Christ, only.  All that is needed to be 
spiritually efficacious is contained in 
each element.  For example, from time to 
time, a person in hospital cannot receive 
the consecrated bread but can have just a 
drop of the sacred wine, that is, the 
Blood of Christ.  All that is needed 
spiritually is contained in that drop of 

the Precious Blood.  Because it is 
possible the COVID 19 virus could be 
spread in a shared chalice, we omit that 
for the time being. Only the priest will 
drink from the chalice and then only a 
table spoon’s worth so that the sacrifice 
of Praise and Thanksgiving may be 
complete. 

Fellowship is encouraged after 
service, outside, where there is plenty of 
fresh air.  We need each other, now more 
than ever.  Just remember to wear a 
mask and keep appropriate social 
distance as we visit, outside, after 
worship. 

If anyone feels sick, please don’t 
come to church. It probably will not be 
the virus, but let us be careful not to 
spread any sickness. I have had my flu 
shot.  Have you? And when I turned the 
appropriate age, I had my pneumonia 
shot as well.  God gave us doctors, 
nurses and other medical professionals 
for a reason. Let us make use of their 
skill. After all, St. Luke, companion of 
Paul and author of both the Gospel of 
Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, did 
not cease to be a physician when he took 
up gospel work. In fact, he is referred to 
as “The Beloved  Physician” in the New 
Testament (Colossians 4:14). 

Lots of rules and regulations, I 
know.  However, for me, it is a sign of 
hope.  Will things ever be quite the 
same?  Probably not.  However, 
eventually, we will be able to lay aside 
masks and sit close to one another again.  
Someday, it will be okay to shake hands 
or hug during the peace.  We will once 
more kneel in holy reverence to receive 
the Body and Blood of Christ.   I live in 
hope.  Because I trust in God, I do not 
expect that hope to be disappointed.  †  

    

 

Wednesday Service 

I intend, God willing, to resume 
the Wednesday Communion Service at 
5:30 p.m. on October 14, 2020.  The 
same restrictions will apply as on 
Sunday.  Because the healing service 
generally includes the priest being in 
close proximity to the person receiving 
prayer, I may not hold it.  I need to think 
through how I might do it with 
maximum safety.  †  
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

Amazon Smile is a branch of the  regular Amazon.com site, except all of the   
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of 
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are ask-
ing parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that 
will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you 
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your 
contribution without additional expense.   † 

 Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227 

For   questions   or   help,   visit   http://smile.amazon.com/about    

 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

 

 Note from the Editor... 
                                Marsha Nelson 
  
The next church newsletter will 

be issued in November.  Please email  

news items by October 27 to: 

     mjnelson@nc.rr.com  
  
Current  and  past  issues  of  the 

newsletter are available on  the  church 
web site at:  
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

 Thanks for your support! 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227
http://smile.amazon.com/about
mailto:KenM393249@aol.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/


Note: Photos  captured by MNelson from video by Hunter Roberson 

             VIRTUAL  CHURCH  SERVICE   
                             at Holy Innocents  
                      Sunday, September 20, 2020 

                                  PARTICIPANTS 
 
The Rev.  Donald A. Lowery is joined by:  
The Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple Bishop-Suffragan  (Homily) 
The Rev. Canon David Sellery (Reader) 
The Archdeacon  Jan Lamb (Deacon) 
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Nick Long .................................... 10/01 
Janet White .................................. 10/01 
Tracy Madigan………………….. 10/01 
Anne Bliss ................................... 10/03 
Marcia Hartness ........................... 10/09 
Scott Burnette ..………………..…10/12 
Landon Elliott …………………....10/12 
Don West ..................................... 10/14 
Porter Shaw………………………10/14 
Sofia Ford .................................... 10/16 
Cady VanVenrooy……………….10/16 
Destiny Brinkley…………………10/17 
Dionne Brinkley………………….10/17 
Mike Rainey ..................... ….      10/19 
Scott Williamson .......................... 10/19 
Michael Roberson ........................ 10/22 
Rose Flannagan ............................ 10/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  
 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

 

 

 

 Francis of Assisi —Fr iar  
        October 4, 2020  

•     World Communion Sunday,  

        October 4, 2020  

 Saint  Luke—The Evangel ist ,  
        October 19, 2020  

 Saint  James—of Jerusalem,  
        October 23, 2020  

  Reformation  Sunday  
        October 25,  2020  

 
 

 Ellen & Michael Jackson    10/04 

 (TBD )                                 10/11 

 Sofia Ford                            10/18 

 Shirley Young                      10/25 

 
  
      
 

SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

OCTOBER Unified Serving Schedule 

 

Oct Bearers Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 
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11    
  8:00am—N/A 
11:00am—N/A TBD 

Shirley 
Young  

18  
                            

  
 

  8:00am—N/A 
10:30am—N/A TBD Mariana 

Davis 
 

25  TBD  TBD 
 8:00am—Tracy Madigan 

10:30am—Tom Church TBD Mariana 
Davis 

 

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR  OWN           
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

Altar FlowersAltar Flowers  

. 

  

N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

            TODAY’S SERVICES ARE VIRTUAL ONLY 

INSIDE CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICES  RESUME 

N/A 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

  Cyntia Shaw, Trayce Wheless, 
Barbara  Collins,   Staci Barnett, 
Barbara Madigan, Melody Shear-
in, Mary Shearin, Meghan Bunn, 
Vivie Drake, Bill Mast,  Veneal 
Williams, Nancy Rogers, William 
Stancil, Thomas Stancil,   Sheila 
Roberts, Berkeley Ellis, Theo, 
Graham Cawthorne, Bo Jones, 
and Rose Flannagan,  
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 Cut  along the dotted line and share the below information with a friend…. 

  

 
 

 

  
The Church of the Holy Innocents 

    
    
  
  
  
  

  
All are welcome to join us as 

we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 
May our love and respect for one another be 

steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

    

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

