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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Bishop is Coming 
 

On September 10, 2017, Bishop 
Anne Hodges-Copple, our Bishop 
Suffragan, will visit Holy Innocents.  

 In the Episcopal Church a 
Suffragan Bishop is elected by the 
diocesan convention to assist the Bishop 
Diocesan who is the bishop in charge of 
the Diocese.  Bishop Hodges-Copple 
was elected to assist Bishop Curry.  
When Bishop Curry was elected 
Presiding Bishop to head the entire 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
and its missionary jurisdictions, Bishop 
Anne was asked by the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese to serve as 
Bishop Pro Tempore until the new 
Bishop Diocesan was elected.  With the 
election and consecration of Samuel 
Rodman to be the Bishop of the Diocese 
of North Carolina, Bishop Anne returned  
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to   her   role   as  a  Suffragan,  assisting 
Bishop Rodman.  

In the Episcopal Church, The 
Church of England which is our Mother 
Church, and the other Anglican 
Churches worldwide which derive from 
the Church of England, we consider our 
bishops to be in the Apostolic 
Succession, also called the Historic 
Episcopate.  This means that we believe 
the Apostles consecrated bishops to take 
over their role in the early church and 
each succeeding generation did the same 
providing an unbroken chain of 
oversight by bishops going back the 
original 12 disciples and Paul.  In our 
tradition, St. John consecrated              
St. Polycarp who in turn consecrated   
St. Irenaeus as a missionary Bishop to 
Roman Gaul (modern France) and 
bishops in Gaul consecrated St. 
Augustine of Canterbury who was sent 
as a missionary to convert pagan Anglo-
Saxons in Britain to Christ.  St. 
Augustine established his mission in the 
Saxon town of Canterbury.  From his 
work derive both our faith and our line 
of bishops. It should also be noted there 
were Celtic British Christians (who 
received the faith in Roman times) in the 
Islands who were also evangelizing the 
Saxons mostly in the North of England.  
Their line of bishops also contributed to 
our church and our faith. 

When the Bishop comes she will 
confirm 14 persons and bless the 
reaffirmation of faith of another 
parishioner.  Bishop Anne will meet 
with the confirmands prior to the service.  
She will preach and celebrate in a 
bilingual service at 10:30 a.m.  After the 
service we will have a reception to honor 
her and our confirmands. After this 
reception she will meet with the Rector, 
Deacon, Vestry and Wardens. The 
schedule for the day follows on the next 
page. 
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Youth Group will meet on  all 
Sundays of September except the 24th                      

when we will have the Holy Trinity    

Homecoming Service at  4:00 p.m. À 

 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

   
 Deacon Johnson and I will be away 

October 3-4 for the Fall Clergy Retreat.   À 

 

 

 

 

Holy  Trinity Episcopal Church  
Annual Reunion Service 
                     The Rev. Donald Lowery 

  We hope you will join us at Holy 
Trinity  Episcopal Church in Townsville for the 
annual reunion service on Sunday, September 
24th at 4:00 p.m. The Rev. Donald Lowery and 
The Rev. Canon  E.T. Malone, Jr. will officiate. 

 Built in 1915, Holy Trinity is an 
exceptional example of Carpenter Gothic 
architecture.  Located on Hwy. 39 N., 12 
miles north of Henderson, it has been 
designated as a Historic Church of the 
Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. 

Refreshments will be served 
afterwards.  We hope you will come and 

help us keep the faith!   À 

Communion Service  

 The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 We will have Holy Communion at 
5:30 p.m. each Wednesday.  The first 
Wednesday will include the Healing 

Service.  À 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

       

  

 
Allen Bean, Director   

 The Adult Parish Choir will begin 
its singing schedule on Sunday morning 
September 10th.  If you are interested in 
joining  or need additional information, 
contact Allen Bean  or the church office 
at (492-0904). We welcome new 

members !    À 
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Calling  All Hand Bell  Ringersï   
Old  and New 

                           Anora  W. Rainey, 
Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs almost time to crank up our 
ECW meetings after a nice summer 
respite.  Because we have only a short 
while between our regular ECW meeting 
on  September 26th and  our fall food 
sale event  on  October 21st,  we  are  
calling an IMPORTANT extra meeting 
on  September 12th.  We will meet at    
10:00 a.m.  in the Ladiesô Parlor. 

Please come with some good 
ideas on how we can have a successful 
event once again!  We need everybodyôs 

help to accomplish this.  Thanks! À 

   Old  St. Johnôs Homecoming 

 

 

 

Please note on your calendar that Old 
St. Johnôs Homecoming will be Sun-
day, October 8th.  Thomas Jefferson of 
Monticello will be our guest speaker.  
More details will   follow in the Octo-

ber Newsletter. À 

       Betsy W. Seifert 
       President, ECW 

Greetings to all:  

 By the time you read this news-
letter new hand bell music will have 
arrived, bells polished and waiting the 
arrival of YOU.  The hand bell group 
decided in May to extend summer until 
the Wednesday after Labor Day which 
will be September 6.   Like all family 
tables, there is always room at the table 
for YOU!  Donôt read music? That is 
ok, we can design your ringing experi-
ence to aid you over that hurdle.  All 
you need to bring is a free hour on 
Wednesdays at 6 and a desire to be a 
part of a loving support group that likes 
to laugh, have fun and of course ring a 
bell or two.   

 No appointments necessary. and 
no formal dress code.  I would love to 
see some of our mature young people 
join; there are a couple of new pieces 
that have  optional percussion parts 
which would be well suited to energetic 
musicians.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS. I 
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 

ON THE 6th AT 6.  À 

  

Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple 
 

9:00 AM, The Bishop arrives. 

9:30 AM, The Bishop will meet with 
those to be confirmed in the church.  
Other members of the parish are 
strongly encouraged to attend this ses-
sion, as Bishop Anne will talk about 
the meaning of Confirmation for all 
ages. 

  
10:30 AM,  The  Celebration   of   the 
Holy  Eucharist  with  Holy Confirma-
tion and  Reaffirmation  of  Baptismal 
Vows.   This  service  is  bilingual,  in 
English and Spanish. 
  
12:00 NOON,  A  reception  to  honor 
the Bishop and our Confirmands. 
  
1:00 PM,  The  Bishop will meet with 
the   Vestry,  Wardens,   Rector   and  

Deacon.                                            À 

http://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000360
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Treasurerõs 
Report 

 
 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

 

 

 

Amazon Smile is a branch of the  regular Amazon.com site, except all of the   
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate İ% of 
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are ask-
ing parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that 
will take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you 
wish to support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your 
contribution without additional expense.   À 

 Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227 

  For   questions   or   help,   visit   http://smile.amazon.com/about  or   email   
Hunter Roberson  at:     hroberson@robcomfg.com  

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227
http://smile.amazon.com/about
mailto:hroberson@robcomfg.com
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September  2017   
Schedule of Events 

 Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

    Parish  Choir   -     Sun. at 9:30 AM 

    Hand Bell Choir  - Wed. at 6:00 PM 

 
  
 
Sunday ï  September 3 

  8:00 AM, Service  ï Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

 
Wednesday ï  September 6 
      5:30 PM, Healing Service 
                  Holy Communion 
 
Sunday ï  September 10 

  8:00 AM, Service ï Rite I 

10:30 AM, Bishopôs Visitation 
    (10:30 &12:30 Services Combined) 
 ~Noon Reception in Great Hall ~ 
 
Tuesday -  September 12 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                   
Wednesday ï  September 13 
      3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry 
      5:30 PM, Holy Communion 

 
 
Sunday ï  September 17 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

   
Wednesday ï  September 20 
       5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
                      
    Sunday ï  September 24 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

 12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 
 
Tuesday -  September 26 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                   
 
Wednesday ï  September 27 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
                      
 
 
 
All services are conducted in the 
Church, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Note from the Editor... 

October 
Newsletter items are due: 

-September 25-  
 

Please  submit any      
newsletter  items either to the  church 

office or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 You may download the church newsletter 

from our church website  at: 

   www.churchofthe holyinnocents.org       

  Thanks for your support! 

PRESCHOOL  MDVR² 

 

 

This fall marks the beginning of our 
eighteenth year at The Church of the Holy 
Innocents Preschool!  Enrollment is up and 
we are looking forward to seeing many new 
faces as well as our returning preschoolers.  
We begin our preschool year on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2017.  Our hours each morning 
are 8:30 until 12 noon, Monday through 
Thursday.  There is a non-refundable $40.00 
application fee and our 2017/2018 tuition 
rates are as follows: 

4 mornings/week $260.00/month 

3 mornings/week $210.00/month 

2 mornings/week $160.00/month 

 Our main goal is to give each child  a 
jumpstart on kindergarten and to make learn-
ing fun!  Our preschoolers are in a nurturing 
Christian environment and are loved and 
cared for by a wonderful staff.  If you would 
like to volunteer at preschool or know of a 
child between the ages of 18 months -5 years 
who would enjoy our program,  please con-
tact me at (252) 492-8083.  Thank you  all for 

your continued  support!    À 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

  

   

    

 

 

               

    Tammy Manning, Director 
                          HI Preschool 

Help with Hurricane Harvey 
 
For the sixth straight day, flood waters 
continue to rise in southeast Texas as 
Hurricane Harvey makes its second 
landfall in Louisiana. While current aid 
efforts are still focused on rescue, the 
short- and long-term recovery efforts 
will be immense.  
 
 Episcopal Relief and Development has 
set up the Hurricane Harvey Response 
Fund to provide emergency assis-
tance to people recovering from the im-
pact of flooding in the wake of the 
storm. Your support will supply critical 
necessities for communities immediate-
ly and for the long-term as they recover 
and rebuild. Episcopal Relief and De-
velopment has also created bulletin in-
serts to share with your congregation. 
 
 In addition to your donations, the peo-
ple of Texas - survivors, first responders 
and those tasked with making decisions 
that will affect millions - need your 
prayers.  
 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Texas, offers the follow-
ing:  
 
 Heavenly Father, in your Word you 
have given us a vision of that holy city 
where the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea: Behold and 
visit, we pray, the cities of the earth 
devastated by Hurricane Harvey. Sus-
tain those displaced by the storm with 
food, drink, and all other bodily necessi-
ties of life. We especially remember 
before you all poor and neglected per-
sons it would be easy for us to forget: 
the homeless and the destitute, the old 
and the sick, and all who have none to 
care for them; that, among all the 
changes and chances of this mortal life, 
we may ever be defended by your gra-
cious and ready help; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
RESOURCES 
Hurricane Harvey Response Fund 
Bulletin Inserts 
Episcopal Relief and Development 
National Weather Service  

 

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 Summer is almost gone and Fall is rushing towards us.  School starts in just a few days and it wonôt be long before we 
will be celebrating Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Family holidays when not only are those near and dear present but, also the 
memory of  those who are past seems to renew in our mindôs eye. 
 

MY  GRANDFATHER'S  EYES 
 

  
 
 My grandparents were homesteaders all of their lives. They were born on farms, grew up on farms. My parents were 
raised on homesteads, didn't leave until they were grown. They were raised during the depression, and although they were 
"dirt poor" they didn't realize it because everyone they knew was in the same boat. They wouldn't have cared if they had 
known. 
  
 The other day I was watching a documentary about a man who had a small farm and grew a multi-diverse range of 
organic vegetables, and marketed them to chefs in the nearby city. This was a heritage farm, passed down over 150 years 
through his family and this was his way of keeping it going, rescuing it from modern farm methods. What was remarkable 
was that he had my grandparent's - and my parents - eyes. 
  
 Not in color, or shape, but the gaze was the same. It is a clear eyed gaze, there's not a trace of hubris in it. It is a gaze 
whose foundation is dignity and patience and compassion. It is the kind of gaze that I've never seen other than on life long 
farmers, homesteaders, fishermen and ranchers. It is a gaze that makes serenity a crisp word in your mind. 
  
 My grandparents and my parents had the dignity of the earth bound. They knew how to love, how to give long tight 
hugs, how to care naturally about others. They all loved animals, they all had pets. Even though they raised livestock for 
slaughter, and did their own killing and butchering, they loved animals. They knew how to grieve and how to comfort. And 
they laughed. They laughed loud and deep and long without a trace of self-awareness. Love And Laughter was their primary 
language. 
  
 The earth bound people, the homesteaders, farmers, fishermen and ranchers have a sweet natural grace about them 
found in no one else. An easy grace, the kind you'd find inside small old churches shaded by huge trees. The kind of grace 
that animals recognize right off - a grace that comes from a humble spirit, from a lack of any pretensions or airs, an honest 
grace that these earth bound people don't even know they have. 
 
 My grandfather had that clear gaze. He had gray eyes, just the faintest hint of blue in them. When he looked at you, 
your spirit was touched. His soul was in that gaze, his eyes hid nothing, were open and honest and right there with you in the 
moment. When he looked at you, you knew he was actually seeing you, really seeing you the person.  I hadn't thought about 
his eyes in a long time, until I saw that farmer in the documentary. He had my grandfather's eyes. 
 
 When was the last time you looked into someone else eyes not the ones you see everyday but a person on the street or 
a person who has asked you for help or is obviously in need, some one not of your class or color.   Try it, I  think you will  be 
surprised at what you see. 
 
                                   THE  BRINKLEY  REPORT 

 

 Scottôs three girls and little Tommy all start school in a few days and are in desperate need of some back to school 
supplies and clothes.  Some have already helped with new shoes and some of the required school materials.  If you could 
possibly help, checks to the Church and designated for the Deaconôs discretionary fund as well as gift cards from Walmart 
would be greatly appreciated.  I am also distributing a shopping list for the items that teachers are requiring each child to 
have.  The baby Gabriel is growing like a weed and if you  ever had children you know that the same number of diapers from 
a month or two ago has now doubled or even tripled to even get through the week.  If you can help, just put the checks in the 

offering plate.  You can even put the gift cards there, too.   We will know what they are for.  À 

  
 
 
 

The Deaconõs Bench 
by the Rev. Harrel Johnson 

September 2017 




