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from the Rector
The Rev. John Gibson

Born and raised in Roanoke,
Virginia, I had two brothers, the older of
whom has passed away. My parents,
both of whom have also died, were both
lifelong Episcopalians. As a child and
teenager, I loved serving as an acolyte at
Christ Church, which, I think, was the
beginning of my call to serve at the altar.
My father, who worked for General
Electric his entire working career, was
transferred to Mebane in 1975, bringing
our family to North Carolina.
I met my wife Cindy at St. Paul’s,
Cary, the first church I served as a priest,
and where she worked part time. After
her marriage ended, we began dating and
married in 2002. She has three sons from
her first marriage. We have four
grandchildren and one on the way.
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and a DMin from Seabury-Western
Theological Seminary. When I texted
my brother a few days ago that I was
starting class, he replied, “When did you
ever stop.”

I enjoy learning, reading, writing,
exercising, watching movies, and talking
to people.
I am honored to serve at Holy
Innocents during your transition. Before
retiring at the end of January this year, I
served thirty-one years in the ordained
ministry primarily in the Raleigh
Convocation. I also assisted at El Buen
Pastor (The Good Shepherd), Durham.
In 2010, I began taking Spanish classes
at North Carolina State University to
work with the Hispanic community,
earning a BA degree there in May. I am
continuing my studies in State’s Spanish
MA program, taking one or two classes a
semester. A lifelong learner, I am always
taking classes and earning degrees. I
have a BA degree in Religion and
Political Science from UNC-CH, an
MDiv degree from Yale, a Th.M degree
from Duke, an MBA from Walden,

Thank you for the opportunity to
get to know you, to worship God with
you, and to walk with you during this
time. †

“The Blessing of the Backpacks”
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PARISH NEWS…

Allen Bean, Church Musician

Everyone is invited to join the
choir and make a joyful noise unto
the Lord. We shall begin choir
practice Sunday morning September 11th at 9:30 a.m. in the church.

For those who are not aware, Holy Innocents has fewer ushers than we'd
like to have. We used to have 4 ushers each Sunday, but that has declined
for years. Now we are trying to get our "team" increased to the point that
we have 24 total ushers or enough that we'll be able to limit annual service
for any individual to one month with 2 ushers assigned to each month. We
need 4 or 5 more.
If you can help or know someone that doesn't currently usher, but you think
would be willing and able, please reach out to them and encourage them to
consider helping. If you prefer you can contact me at "craigc@nc.rr.com"
with a name and contact information and I'll try to contact them.
Thanks,
Craig Clodfelter

Hope you can be there!

Attention Churchwomen!
Betsy W. Seifert, President

Mark your calendars for an ECW meeting on the fourth Tuesday
(Sept. 27) at 10:00 a.m. We’ll meet in the Ladies’ Parlor as usual.

~ Please Come ~
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VESTRY NEWS …
A Message From The Senior Warden

Though Vestry did not meet in July, the Executive Committee kept vestry members up-to-date with any church business.
Vestry did meet on August 15th and had a full agenda.
Craig Clodfelter let us know Tom Church was recuperating and doing well though he is not permitted to drive yet.
Please continue to keep Tom and Gillie in your prayers.
There has been a lot of progress in getting the Rectory packed and Father Don’s belongings moved to Maryland. In an
effort to accommodate Father Don as well as the movers, we ordered several P.O.D.s: this allowed the movers to go ahead and
pack things up, but schedule the delivery of each P.O.D. separately so Father Don would have time to unpack and put things
away. The movers have unloaded one P.O.D. for Father Don and will be unloading the second one next week.
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— Continued from Sr. Warden page 3

We have been blessed to have Reverend John Gibson with us this summer as our supply clergy. His plans are to continue
with us through September, unless we have a Rector Time Certain before then.
Reverend Gibson graduated from multiple universities with multiple degrees. He just completed a degree in Spanish from
NCSU and is continuing at NCSU to earn a Master’s degree in Spanish. (Whew – he’s one smart fellow)!
Reverend Gibson retired from Grace Episcopal Church in Clayton. Throughout his ministry, he served at St. Michael’s in
Raleigh, The Prince of Peace in Apex and St. Paul’s in Cary. He is conducting all three services for Holy Innocents each Sunday
so please join us in worship and meet John.

I have spoken with Canon Massey, Canon for Transition and Pastoral Ministries, several times over the summer. She is
encouraged by the interest shown in Holy Innocents from ministers across the country. However, there are still possible candidates she will be contacting. She plans to meet with Vestry in September and present us with candidates for consideration.
The 207th Annual Convention will take place November 18-19, 2022, at the Benton Convention Center in WinstonSalem. Our Convention representatives are Tom Church, Craig Clodfelter, Richard Davis & Nick Long. The Convention will be
livestreamed for the public to watch, but only those members who are physically present at The Benton will count toward the
quorum and be able to participate actively in Convention.
Your Junior Warden is working with Carolina Greenscapes on the outdoor lighting at church. We realize that once the days
get shorter, it is dark when we have the Wednesday 5:30 p.m. service (and any other evening or night events). For safety as well
as to spotlight our beautiful church at night, Richard is helping with the design, placement and functionality of outdoor lighting.
Richard has also ordered a sign for our preschool. It was brought to our attention that there is not a sign visible from the
street letting emergency services, law enforcement, etc. identify the preschool.
As we move into Fall, Vestry would like get back to having many of the traditional activities and events we held in the past.
I know these past few years have not been easy and the uncertainty in the world has made it difficult for faith to flourish. Vestry
realizes church is often a place where we check in with each other, find out what is going on in each others’ lives and support one
another. To that end we will be having a combined service on Sunday, September 18 th at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Potluck Brunch
in the Great Hall. We hope everyone will attend! Please know that Holy Innocents is here to support and uplift each of our members through continued fellowship , unwavering love, and faith in God. †
All the best,
Tracy Madigan
Senior Warden
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Treasurer’s
Report

Bob Nelson, Treasurer

Note from the Editor...

October

Newsletter items are due:

-September 22-

Please submit any
newsletter items either to the church
office or e-mail them to
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
You may download the church newsletter
from our church website at:
www.churchofthe holyinnocents.org

Thanks for your support!

Amazon Smile is a branch of the regular Amazon.com site, except all of the
purchases that are made through smile.amazon.com will automatically donate ½% of
the purchase (most everything is eligible) to a charity of your choosing. We are asking
parishioners to consider making Holy Innocents that charity. Below is a link that will
take you to the Amazon Smile site, and it should ask you to confirm that you wish to
support Holy Innocents as your Smile charity. It's an easy way to add to your contribution without additional expense. †
Direct charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0554227
For questions or help, visit http://smile.amazon.com/about
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Birthdays
Gillie Church………………………9/01
Sean Hartness ..................................9/01
Kermit Ellis .....................................9/02
Katherine Williamson......................9/06
Chapman-Scott Burnette…………..9/06
Greg Taylor………………………..9/08
Mary Mac Long …………………9/12
Betsy Seifert ....................................9/14
Chris St. Clair ..................................9/16
Lucy Catherine Olmert ....................9/17
Nicholas Andrews ...........................9/20
Cliff Rogers .....................................9/23
Frank Madigan ................................9/25
Donald Seifert……………………..9/27
Scott Hartness ..................................9/28

Remember In
Your Prayers
Pray for Healing and Comfort:

Mary Shearin
Veneal Williams
Peggy Mast
Rose Flannagan
Cynthia Shaw
Blanton Hartness

Anniversaries

Special Dates


Labor Day



Patriot Day



National Grandparents Day



Feast of the Hol y Cross

.

Nat’l Hispanic Heritage Month



First Day of Autumn



St. Michael & All Angels

Catherine & Pat Olmert ..…………9/19
Nancy & Cole Whitt………………9/25
Mary Beth & Tim Seitzer………....9/27

September 5, 2022

September 11, 2022
September 11, 2022

S ep t emb er 1 4 , 2 0 2 2

September 15-October 15, 2022
September 22, 2022

S ep te mb e r 2 9 , 2 0 2 2

SEPTEMBER Unified Serving Schedule

Sep

Acolytes

Lay Reader /
Chalice Bearer

Ushers

Altar
Guild

Greens/
Flowers
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Jack Paynter
&
Kaitlyn Paynter

8:00am - Bob Nelson
10:30am - Nick Long

Brian Paynter
Rix Edwards

Mariana
Davis

Caroline Burnette

Anne
Almand

Bettie Cooper

11

Beau Burnette
&
Chap Burnette

8:00am - Tracy Madigan
10:30am - Caroline Burnette

Brian Paynter
Rix Edwards

18

Beau Burnette
&
Chap Burnette

8:00am - Greg Taylor
10:30am - Richard Davis

Brian Paynter
Rix Edwards

25

Jack Paynter
&
Kaitlyn Paynter

8:00am - Rix Edwards
10:30am –Porter Shaw

Brian Paynter
Rix Edwards

Anne
Almand

Shirley
Young

Cole & Nancy
Whitt

Tracy Madigan

note: if you are scheduled to serve and have a conflict, please contact your own replacement
and notify the church office.
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PHONE: 252-492-0904
E-MAIL: hinnocents1783@gmail.com
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THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
210 South Chestnut Street
Henderson, NC 27536

The Church of the Holy Innocents

OUR GATES
ARE OPEN TO
WELCOME YOU !!

All are welcome to join us as
we joyfully greet each person present at our worship.
May our love and respect for one another be
steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord.

